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St. Francis of Assisi Parish
1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.
Staff
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor
Deacon Stephen Blabac
Delores A. Farwell
Parish Administrative Assistant

Maria Kirk

Director of Faith Formation

Joseph Carpenter

Parish Business Administrator

Suzanne Ekstrom

Parish Media Manager

Edmund Savo
Organist

Fred Hazlett

Maintenance/Groundskeeper

Tina Silvestri
Housekeeper

Brendan Heaney
Nicholas Norton
Sacristans

Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday:
7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Friday: Closed
Parish Office Phone: 722-4388
Faith Formation Office Phone:
722-4177
E-mail:
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org
Website:
www.stfrancisbing.org
Follow us on FB & Twitter:
@stfrancisbing

Please go online to
stfrancisbing.org to view
our latest Sunday mass.
We will be posting new
videos of our weekend
liturgies by 4:00PM on
Saturdays even after our
reopening.
Also find the videos on our
Facebook (search

“@stfrancisbing”)
Twitter (search
“@stfrancisbing”)
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi
Binghamton)

You can still attend
weekend mass virtually!
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Weekend’s Offering (12-20-20)
Regular/Holy Day Envelopes……...……...……..$4,026.00
Loose Collection………………………...………….$50.00
Electronic Collection…………………………….$2,156.00
Total Collection.....……………..………….……$6,232.00

Thank You for your generous contributions!
FAITH FORMATION

Saturday, January 2, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. William Murray by William &
Sharon Mooney
Sunday, January 3, The Epiphany of the
Lord
8:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People
11:00 a.m. Louise Evans by Lilly Kinback
Monday, January 4
12:00 p.m. Peggy McCormack by Sue
Bucci & Maria Kirk
Tuesday, January 5
8:00 a.m. Sandy Sardella by Nancy Nelson
Kelleher
Wednesday, January 6
12:00 p.m. Barbara Townsend by Jayne
Wheeler
Thursday, January 7
8:00 a.m. James Igler by Rose & Jim
O’Neil
Friday, January 8
NO MASS
Saturday, January 9, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. Jim Foran by Nick & Rosalie
Roth
Sunday, January 10, Baptism of the
Lord
8:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People
11:00a.m Bob Shields by Dick & Pat Paden

Faith Formation for grades K-9 this weekend at 9:30 AM
in the school.
Confirmation resumes January 10th.
First Reconciliation will be celebrated in January 10th in
the church during Faith Formation.

Epiphany: Justice Challenge
Justice Challenge: In Sunday’s Gospel we hear the story of
the “astrologers from the east” who came to pay homage to
the infant Jesus. They remind us that Jesus was a universal
Savior. He came to redeem all of us, including the lepers, tax
collectors, and prostitutes. He even reached out to the hated
Samaritans, although it was forbidden by law to have any
type of contacts with them. Your challenge this week is to
explore how open you are to the “Samaritans” in your life—
those people who are different from you in their faith, their
ethnicity, their politics, or their lifestyles. Then do two
things. First, find something you share in common with this
group. Recognize your common humanity. Second, learn one
new thing about this group that you didn’t know before
which is worth celebrating. It might be a prayer practice you
could embrace, or a recipe for their heart to be stretched, get
out of your comfort zone, and discover the face of God in the
Samaritans around you!

Catherine’s Cupboard
Our parish pantry is open to anyone in need of
food. We are open on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of
the month, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. No requirements
except to show ID showing who you are. A person
can come as often as needed. We are here to help,
not to judge. So please pass the word to anyone
you think may need assistance. Canned or dry
goods, plus paper & personal care products
(toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant,
soap, baby diapers, women’s personal items) are
always needed and welcome. Drop off in the barrel
at the church foyer or leave the items in the Parish
Center.

Prayers . . .

Please remember all of our parishioners who are
in hospitals and nursing homes and our
homebound. Also, please pray for our deceased
parishioners and loved ones.
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National Migration Week 2021
(January 3-10)

Immigrants who come to the United States, and
particularly those who are undocumented, are a
particularly vulnerable population who have often fled
violence and persecution and are often seeking safety,
family reunification, and economic opportunity. Given
the trauma many have endured, community efforts to
accompany, assist, and stand in solidarity are vital.
Our moral tradition calls on all people of faith and
goodwill to stand up in defense of life and human
dignity-regardless of one’s immigration status; it is a
fundamental calling for us as Catholics. Scripture
speaks repeatedly of the migration experience, from
Abraham who was sent out from his homeland in the
Old Testament, to the Holy Family who fled Herod
and lived their lives for a time as refugees in a foreign
land. As Catholics we recognize that our earthly
existence is temporary as we look toward with hope
our return to the presence of God. In recalling the
temporal nature and recognizing the relative character
of the goods of the earth, we must also guard against
identifying too closely with the artificial divisions that
separate one person from another, divisions that
become visible too often with respect to things like
economic class or national origin. We must always
behave towards others in such a way that respects their
human dignity and respects their image made in God’s
likeness. We are called on to follow the path that God
laid out for us and heed to the example of Christ, who
“endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken
his seat at the right of the throne of God. Consider
how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order
that you may not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb
12:1-4).
Welcoming the migrant and migration more broadly
has a central place in the development of the
Judeo-Christian tradition. Stories in both the Old and
the New Testament highlight the fact that in providing
hospitality to the stranger we might also be
unknowingly entertaining angels (Heb 13:2; Gen 18:115). Abraham provides hospitality to the Lord in
Mamre and the Lord helped secure he and Sara a
child. Not only did Abraham show such hospitality
freely, but he himself was once a migrant. The Letter
to the Hebrews, highlights the story of Abraham who,
by faith, “obeyed when he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he went
out, not knowing exactly where he was called to go.
By faith he sojourned in the promised land as in a
foreign country.” (Heb 11). Too often the media
messages that we hear in relation to migrants is
distorted and provides a false understanding of who
migrants are and why they come. The rhetoric
surrounding this issue can easily bias people in ways
that do not properly appreciate the benefits that
migrants can bring to our communities, so let us
“welcome the stranger among us.”
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A Christmas Thank you…..

To all who were generous with their time in assisting to
decorate both inside & outside of the church, all reflected the beauty of the season.
To Ed Savo, and our guest instrumentals for the liturgies.
Your music lifted our spirits with the wonderful sounds
of Christmas.
To all of you who were so generous in the gifts of cards,
cookies and so many other sweet goodies.
For all of this and much more, I express much appreciation and gratitude.
May this sacred season of Christmas gift us with the
magic power to stop the clock, so as to keep God alive
within the world. For if God is love, then God may be
found in the mystery of love exchanged. May we be holy
messengers of the mystery.

New Year’s Prayer for Peace

Lord, our God, let there be peace in the world,
no more wars, no more fighting, no more killing.
Teach us to trust one another so we can share
our problems as well as our joy.
Teach us to care about one another and to
understand each other.
Teach world leaders to respect all people,
especially their own.
Help us make peace wherever we are and to do
our small bit to bring peace to the world.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
May 2021 become a year of greater peace!

Prayer for Refugees and Migrants
MERCIFUL AND LOVING FATHER,
We beseech you,
open our hearts so that we may provide hospitality and
refuge to migrants who are lonely, afraid, and far from
their homes.
Give us the courage to welcome every stranger as Christ
in our midst, to invite them into our communities as a
demonstration of Christ’s love for us.
We pray that when we encounter the other, we see in her
the face of your Son, when we meet a stranger, that we
take his hand in welcome.
Help us to live in solidarity with one another, to seek justice for those who are persecuted and comfort for those
who are suffering.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Catherine’s Cupboard Volunteer Schedule

Transportation
NO TRANSPORTATION
Shelving (Mondays)
NO SHELVING
Distribution
January 5th— Bea Grace, Meg Peters, Martha Lyons

THE GIVING TREE 2020: THANK YOU!

"Ask and you shall receive" has been proven again
from our parish family here are St Francis. With low
in-person attendance we were unsure if we could do
the Giving Tree this year but we not only did it, we
surpassed what we committed to. The Children's'
Home now has over 70 gift card to share with their
families when we committed to at least 50. Elizabeth
Church campus hoped we could do 50 gifts, well, we
did, in fact, we doubled that plus some. Thanks to the
Church of Nazarene ladies group who join in with us
donating blankets, candy and cookies. Your generosity
is overwhelming and speaks volumes of your caring
concern of others... Thank You & Merry Christmas!

Instructions for Celebration of Sacraments

Quotes for the New Year
"We will open the book. Its pages are blank. We are
going to put words on them ourselves. The book is called
opportunity and its first chapter is New Year's Day."
"Your present circumstances don't determine where you
can go. They merely determine where you start."
“Last year’s words belong to last year’s language. And
next year’s words await another voice.”
"It is not the critic who counts...The credit belongs to the
man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by
dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs,
who comes short again and again, because there is no
effort without error and shortcoming; but who does
actually strive to do the deeds.. if he fails, at least fails
while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with
those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor
defeat."

Zoom Book Club

The book club has been missing due to the need to social
distance during the Pandemic. We are going to attempt a
book club using Zoom. Many of you are already familiar
with Zoom but you will need a device that connects you
to the Internet. We are planning on two sessions, starting
on the first Tuesday of January 2021 at 2PM & 7PM.
We’re aiming for 10 attendees (a household counts as an
attendee). I think 10 is a reasonable number to start with.
We will be reading and talking about Pope Francis’ new
encyclical called Fratelli Tutti which means All Brothers
(and Sisters too I might add). Please contact the Delores
in the Parish Office or call
Deacon Steve at 607-6482155 or steveblabac@yahoo.com to register. The encyclical is available at many sources but we will wait to see if
anyone is interested before putting an order in.

In order to permit Mass each parishioner must:
Seek information for registration for Mass, and
procedures
Remain home if sick, symptomatic, or at risk
Wear a face mask in church (required) and, if possible, bring personal hand sanitizer
Observe the commands on the posted signage and
follow the directives of ushers
Prepare for the reception of Holy Communion:
Masks will be worn by ALL
Direction will be provided for those receiving
The Precious Blood will NOT be offered
Reception will involve: receiving the Body of Christ
in the hand ONLY, stepping aside, lifting the mask, PARISH REGISTRATION
Our warmest welcome to all! We extend our hands and
consuming the Eucharist, returning the mask..
hearts in Christian fellowship to you, celebrating with us,
Please maintain social distancing of 6 feet!
whether you’re a long-time resident or newly arrived in
the Parish. Please check the appropriate box and place in
For Potential Godparents and Sponsors
the collection basket or return to the Parish Center. We
for Baptisms or Confirmation
thank God that you’re with us.
Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered Name_________________________________________
member of St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a
letter of certification. This is the only way that the Address_______________________________________
Church can verify you are a practicing Catholic. ______________________________________________
Please call Delores at the Parish Center (722-4388) for
City__________________________ Zip_____________

Online Giving

Would you like to save paper and time when giving Home Phone____________________________________
monetary donations to us? We have the option of Cell Phone_____________________________________
online giving for your convenience. Visit our website
stfrancisbing.org and click “online giving” in the
□ New Parishioner, send registration form
menu. It’s easy to set up using your checking account,
□ Change of address or phone number
credit, or debit card for automatic or one-time
□ Temporarily away. Stop envelopes
donation options and you can choose where the money
□ Moving, please remove from Parish Roster
goes. Check it out!

St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers
January 9th & 10th, 2021
4:00 P.M. Mass
Designation ONLY
8:00 A.M. Mass
Designation ONLY
11:00 A.M. Mass
Designation ONLY

Please go online to
stfrancisbing.org
to view our latest Sunday mass.
We will continue to post new videos of our
weekend liturgies by 4:00PM on Saturdays,
for those who wish to stay home for health
and safety concerns.
Also find the videos on our
Facebook (search “@stfrancisbing”)
Twitter (search “@stfrancisbing”)
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi Binghamton)
You can still attend weekend mass
virtually!
Children’s Liturgy of The Word will be
posted by Noon on Saturdays!

Question of the Week
Question for Children: In your life,
who helps you to see Jesus in other
people such as a classmate or a friend?
Question for Youth: The star guided
the Magi to Jesus. What are the people
or events who have guided you in your
relationship with Jesus?
Question for Adults: How this past
week did you demonstrate God’s love
at home and at work?
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