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  St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
  1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901 

Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Brendan Kliment 
Nick Norton 
Sacristans 

 
Office Hours: 

 Monday — Thursday: 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: Closed 
 

Confession: 
2nd & 4th Saturday of every 

month at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office Phone:  

722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

 

 
Please go online to  

stfrancisbing.org to view 
our latest weekend reflection.  

We will be posting new    
videos by 4:00PM on        

Saturdays. 
 

Also find the videos on our  
Facebook (search 
“@stfrancisbing”) 
Twitter (search 

“@stfrancisbing”) 
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi 

Binghamton) 
 
 

Follow us on FB & Twitter: 
@stfrancisbing 

 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community 
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life. 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

Our parish pantry is open to anyone in need of 
food. We are open on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of 
the month, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. No requirements 
except to show ID showing who you are. A person 
can come as often as needed. We are here to help, 
not to judge. So please pass the word to anyone 
you think may need assistance. Canned or dry 
goods, plus paper & personal care products 
(toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, 
soap, baby diapers, women’s personal items) 
are always needed and welcome. Drop off in the 
barrel at the church foyer or leave the items in the 
Parish Center.  
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Prayers . . . 
Please remember all of our parishioners who are 
in hospitals and nursing homes and our home-
bound. Also, please pray for our deceased parish-
ioners and loved ones especially,  
Lloyd Holtslander 
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Saturday, January 7, Vigil of Sunday  
4:00 p.m.  Ann & Chet Danoski by Carol 
& Bob Danoski 
Sunday, January 8, The Epiphany Of 
The Lord 

10:30 a.m. William Gavula by The     
Mother’s Club 

Monday, January 9 

12:00 p.m.  Carol Murphy by Marge   
Mangan 

Tuesday, January 10 

8:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People 

Wednesday, January 11 

12:00 p.m.  Marguerite H. & Robert J. 
Brennan by Family 

Thursday, January 12 

8:00 a.m. Arthur Griswold by St. Francis 
Special Sunshine Committee 

Friday, January 13 

NO MASS 

Saturday, January 14, Vigil of Sunday 

4:00 p.m. Rita Healy by Kathie & Chuck 
Healy & Family 

Sunday, January 15, Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10:30 a.m. Kaden J. Abdullah by Elena & 
Chris 

Faith Formation 
 

Faith Formation for grades K-Confirmation meets today! 

Looking Ahead: 

 Special event for Grades 5 & 6 "Fishing for Disciples" 
Parents are encouraged to join us for Mass. This event 
will replace Faith Formation for Grades 5 & 6 on   
Sunday, January 22nd. See flyer below for details.  

PLEASE NOTE CALENDAR CHANGE:  
 January 22nd will be the coaching session for Parents 

with Children preparing to receive First Eucharist in 
May.  Parents will teach this  lesson in the parish 
hall on Sunday, January 22, 9:00—10:15AM.  

 The Parent Meeting will be held Sunday, January 
29th in the parish hall 9:00--10:15AM. It is very im-
portant that at least one parent attend each of these ses-
sions.  

Weekend’s Offering (01-01-23) 
Regular Envelopes………….……...……...…….$3,139.00 
Loose Collection………………………...………...$245.00 
Electronic Collection………………………...….$1,817.00 
Total Collection.....……………..………...……..$5,201.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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For Potential Godparents and Sponsors  
for Baptisms or Confirmation 

 

Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a           
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered    mem-
ber of St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a   letter of 
certification. This is the only way that the Church can 
verify you are a practicing Catholic. Please call Delores 
at the Parish Center (722-4388) for questions. 

The Epiphany of the Lord:  
Creation Care Tip  

 

“Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” —Matthew 2:11 
 

Having just come through another Christmas season of 
gift-giving, consider which gifts you gave or received 
were the most significant to you. Likely you most treas-
ure those that won’t end up in a landfill sooner rather 
than later. As we move into a new year, consider vowing 
to give gifts this year that aren’t disposable in any way. 
How might you give gifts of time, talent, and “treasure” 
that won’t end up in the garbage?  

Rosary and Religious Item Donations 

The Sisters of St. Joseph are helping the immigrants, 
homeless, and those who need a Christian reminder by 
giving them rosaries and religious items. If anyone 
would like to donate rosaries or other religious items, 
there is a basket on the back table of the church. Thank 
you! 

Giving Tree / Pantry THANK YOU!   
THANKS  is such a simple word but with so much 
meaning when you now know a baby will have dry dia-
pers & formula via Birthright in Binghamton.  
Elderly resident at Elizabeth Church nursing home are 
not forgotten by our parish with families getting small 
gifts & cards. Children's Home residents and their fami-
lies were able to have a better Christmas thanks to many 
gift cards donated. Men & women will be able to take a 
bus to work or an appointment instead of walking miles. 
If they choose to walk, they will have warm gloves, 
socks etc to protect them from the weather. The many 
hundreds of greeting cards and calendars have been 
shared with all of the above groups plus the visitors at 
the pantry. Church of Nazarene and C21 Sbarra Real 
Estate provided extra special goodies (coffee, tea, cook-
ies, cake mixes etc.) this month to be sure Christmas 
Morning was enjoyable and Hillcrest Fire Dept did the 
annual food drive for our pantry.  
THANK YOU for all you give to others in your    
endless generosity! 

The Epiphany of the Lord:  
Justice Challenge 

 

This week we commemorate the Epiphany, the story of 
the wise men from the east paying homage and bringing 
gifts to the Infant Jesus. Their presence in the stable re-
veals that Jesus came for all people, not just the Jewish 
community. But the faith of the wise men was almost 
thwarted by Herod, who sought to destroy the baby he 
had heard was born. Your challenge this week is to re-
flect on how often you turn to violence—violent words, 
violent actions, violent feelings—when you feel threat-
ened by someone. Make a personal commitment to re-
spond to other people’s anger or hate or meanness with 
nonviolence. Pledge to make love the underlying motive 
and foundation on which you resolve your conflicts.  

Papal Message for World Peace Day:  
War, Hunger, Turmoil are Connected 

The interconnected "moral, social, political and eco-
nomic crises" facing the world cannot be solved if indi-
viduals and nations continue to focus only on their 
own, immediate interests, Pope Francis said in his mes-
sage for World Peace Day 2023. 
"The time has come for all of us to endeavor to heal 
our society and our planet, to lay the foundations for a 
more just and peaceful world, and to commit ourselves 
seriously to pursuing a good that is truly common," the 
pope wrote in the message, which was released at the 
Vatican Dec. 16. 
The Catholic Church celebrated World Peace Day Jan. 
1 and distributed the pope's message to heads of state 
and government around the world. Pope Francis per-
sonally gives signed copies of it to visiting leaders 
throughout the year. 
Pope Francis asked people to reflect on a series of 
questions: "What did we learn from the pandemic? 
What new paths should we follow to cast off the shack-
les of our old habits, to be better prepared, to dare new 
things? What signs of life and hope can we see, to help 
us move forward and try to make our world a better 
place?" As soon as it seemed the pandemic was nearly 
over, the pope wrote, "a terrible new disaster befell hu-
manity. We witnessed the onslaught of another 
scourge: another war." Russia's war on Ukraine, he 
said, "is reaping innocent victims and spreading insecu-
rity, not only among those directly affected, but in a 
widespread and indiscriminate way for everyone, also 
for those who, even thousands of kilometers away, suf-
fer its collateral effects," including rising fuel prices 
and shortages of grain. "This war, together with all the 
other conflicts around the globe, represents a setback 
for the whole of humanity and not merely for the par-
ties directly involved," the pope said. Pope Francis' 
message, he said, is a reminder "that we are too quick 
to forget" and then humanity is forced to move on to 
the next disaster without having made changes to alle-
viate suffering. The reflection, Pope Francis wrote, 
should encourage people to change from a self-
centered focus to a real commitment to the common 
good and to promoting solidarity and a greater sense of 
fraternity. "We also need to develop suitable policies 
for welcoming and integrating migrants and those 
whom our societies discard," the pope said. "Only by 
responding generously to these situations, with an al-
truism inspired by God's infinite and merciful love, 
will we be able to build a new world and contribute to 
the extension of his kingdom, which is a kingdom of 
love, justice and peace."  



Catherine’s Cupboard Volunteer Schedule 
Transportation 
NO TRANSPORTATION 
  

Shelving (Mondays) 
NO SHELVING 
 

Distribution 
January 17th— M. Hayes, R. O’Neil, and J. Wyatt  

Why Volunteer? 

There are so many reasons to volunteer: 

 Lets you share your knowledge and talents. 

 Provides opportunities for making many new friends. 

 Brings the special fulfillment that comes only from 
helping others. 

 Helps you “get outside” yourself and put your own 
problems — even grief — in perspective. 

 Allows you to polish old skills and learn new ones. 

 Lets you “repay” an organization that has helped you 
or someone you love. 

 

So, go out and give volunteering a try! 

Online Giving 
Would you like to save paper and time when giving   
monetary donations to us? We have the option of 
online giving for your convenience. Visit our website 
stfrancisbing.org and click “online giving” in the 
menu. It’s easy to set up using your checking account, 
credit, or debit card for automatic or one-time dona-
tion options and you choose where the money goes. 
The following are the accounts we have available for 
donation:  

Ordinary Contribution,  
Repair, Maint. & Utilities,  
Catholic School Support,  
Catherine’s Cupboard,  

Special Sunshine,  
HOPE APPEAL,  

Capital Campaign,  
the Southern Tier Afghan Resettlement Fund, and 

Creation Care Team  

 
Check it out! 

Why Return to the Church? Reflection 

1. Can you think of any time in your life that you re-
turned to something you had given up? How did you 
feel? What made it easy? What made it hard? 

2. Many people find that the church supports a lot of the 
basic human values they treasure, e.g., family, inner 
peace, personal dignity, integrity, and hope. What val-
ues do you think the church can best support in your 
life? 

3. If you were to name the most important thing you re-
ceived from your Catholic heritage, what would you 
say that it was? How do you see that continuing in 
your present and future life? 

St. Francis of Assisi Screening of 
“The Letter: A Message for our Earth” 

We are happy to announce that 
next month we will be holding 
community screenings of “The 

Letter”, an 80-minute docu-
mentary film produced by Os-

car-winning Off the Fence 
Productions in collaboration 
with the Laudato Si’ Move-
ment and the Vatican. The 
film brings to life the trans-
formative vision of Laudato 
Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical 
letter on the environment, to 
inspire lasting action for our 

common home. It features Pope Francis and diverse 
stories from India, Senegal, Hawaii, and the Brazilian 

Amazon. Each of these local leaders represents a 
voice that is not being heard–the voice of wildlife, the 

voice of the Indigenous, the voice of the youth, and 
the voice of the poor. The film follows these people 

coming together in dialogue with each other and with 
Pope Francis as they find unity in their distinct 

worldviews and strength in our common values.  
The screenings will take place at St. Francis of As-
sisi’s Parish Hall (1049 Chenango Street in Bing-

hamton) on Tuesday, February 28th at 2:00PM and at 
7:00PM.  

It is well worth watching as a faith community!  
All are welcome!  



Question of the Week 
Question for Children: In your life, who 
helps you to see Jesus in other people 
such as a classmate or a friend? 
Question for Youth: Life can sometimes 
be rough: losing your home, moving, 
feeling fear or danger. How do you expe-
rience God being and staying with you in 
such times? 
Question for Adults: How this past week 
did you demonstrate God’s love at home 
and at work? 

St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

January 14th & 15th, 2023 
 

4:00 Mass   Altar Server Logan Kliment 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Calliope Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Thalia Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Kelly Robertson 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Betsy A Shields 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Beatrice Grace 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Robert Grace 
   
10:30 Mass Altar Server Sydney Keough 
10:30 Mass Altar Server William Keough 
10:30 Mass Altar Server TBD 
10:30 Mass Lector   Ed and Kay Corcoran 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Virginia Thompson 
10:30 Mass EM Host  David Hanzes 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Ann Wolanski 
 
————————————————————— 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Schedule 

 

10:30 AM Mass 
    

Online Children’s Liturgy Only 
 

————————————————————— 
VIRTUAL LITURGIES 

 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org  

to watch our latest Sunday Mass or Liturgy 
of the Word as well as Children’s Liturgy 

videos.  
 

We will continue to post new videos for     
reflection by 4:00PM on Saturdays.  

 

Also find the videos on our  
Facebook (search “@stfrancisbing”) 

YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi Binghamton) 
 

You can still view children’s liturgy       
virtually! 
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Comments: 
Bulletin copy for January 8th, 2023 
 
 
Deliver 300 copies to St. Francis of Assisi.  
  
 
 


