
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community 
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life. 

Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Sarah Bush/ Calliope Brennan / 
Logan Kliment 
Sacristans 

 
Office Hours: 

 Monday — Thursday: 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: Closed 
 

Confession: 
2nd & 4th Saturday of every 

month at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office 

Phone:  
722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org to view 

our latest Children’s Liturgy.  

We post new videos by 
4:00PM on Saturdays. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  
 
 
 

@stfrancisbing 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel:  

 
 
 

youtube.com/
@stfrancisbing 

 January 11, 2026 

  St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, NY 13901  



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving 
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 1PM—
3PM and 5PM till 7PM (or until all are served). 
We serve anyone who comes, asking only for ID, 
if they have any. As members of SOUTHERN TI-
ER FOOD BANK, we purchase at wholesale (or 
less), providing basic dry or canned goods, fresh 
fruit and   vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats. 
We try to provide 5 days of meals and include 
personal care items also. We operate on 100% 
donations or grants. Our location at the parish 
center means we have most overhead costs cov-
ered. However, we serve over 6200 people, requir-
ing a budget of close to $90,000 a year. PLEASE 
tell anyone you know who is feeling food insecure 
to stop in. If you would like to donate food 
items, they can be left at parish center or food 
barrel in church foyer. Monetary donations can 
be mailed to our parish office or via the online 
giving tab at stfrancisbing.org  
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Saturday, January 10, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m.  Alan, Claudette, & Mark  
Simonis by Family 
Sunday, January 11, The Baptism of the 
Lord 
10:30 a.m. Jules Furrer by the Knights of 
Columbus #11094 

Monday, January 12 
NO MASS 
Tuesday, January 13 
NO MASS 
Wednesday, January 14 
NO MASS 
Thursday, January 15 
NO MASS 
Friday, January 16 
NO MASS 
Saturday, January 17, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Sophia & Joseph Patsko by Family 
Sunday, January 18, Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
10:30 a.m.  Sebastian Campoli by the 
Knights of Columbus #11094 

Faith Formation 
 

Faith Formation resumes this Sunday at 9AM in the   
Parish Hall for Grades K-8 

 

No Faith Formation Next Week, January 18th  
for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

Looking Ahead: 
 First Eucharist Parent Meeting/Coaching Session Tuesday 

January 13th 6:30PM in the parish hall.  

Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (01-05-26) 
 

Ordinary Contributions…………………………….....$8,984 
Loose Cash……………………………………………..$468 
Repair & Maintenance……………………………..…...$540 
Catherine's Cupboard……………………………...…$2,593 
Catholic Schools…………………………………………$60 
Other………………………………………………….$2,721 
Capital Campaign………………………………………$100 
Total Contributions..………………………………$15,466 

 

Ordinary Expenses...……………………………….....$8,743  
Repair & Maintenance…………………………...……..$710  
Catherine's Cupboard…………………………...……$1,136 
Capital Improvements…………………………………,$297 
Total Expenses...…………………………………...$10,886 
 

TOTAL……...……………………...….$4,580 

 

Please help keep our Parish going! 
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Internet Browsing for the Planet: Ecosia  
When you search the web using Google, Bing, Safari, 
etc. the company makes money by tracking interests so 
you can get tailored advertising. The search engine 
Ecosia can be used as a better alternative and instead of 
keeping that ad money for itself, it uses it to plant trees. 
Please consider changing your go-to search engine on 
all your devices to Ecosia. This search engine is solar-
powered, uses Google and Bing search methods to pro-
vide results, and even offers optional, solar-powered AI 
overviews. Approximately every 50 searches on Ecosia 
finances the planting of a tree, and so far Ecosia users 
have helped to plant over 245 million trees among bio-
diversity hotspots in over 35 countries around the world. 
These projects focus on planting the right trees in the 
right places in order to restore habitats for threatened 
species, capture carbon, and support forest-adjacent 
communities by empowering indigenous women and 
tribes. Ecosia’s ultimate goal is to plant 1 billion trees, 
and they’re nearly a quarter of the way there! Anyone 
can choose to switch their search engine to Ecosia to 
help reach this goal—it’s a free and could be an ex-
tremely simple change to make to become a better stew-
ard of God’s creation. 

The Baptism of the Lord: Creation Care Tip 
“Just as he came up from the water, suddenly the  
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting on him.” 

—Matthew 3:16 
Our Creator God uses creation to speak with us, send us 
messages, and inspire us. In the scripture story today, 
it’s with a dove. This week, take some time to notice 
birds in your neighborhood, be they common sparrows, 
pigeons, crows or fantastic hummingbirds or owls. 
What can you do to support birdlife in your area?     
Perhaps you can install a bird feeder or bird bath, plant 
native plants to attract and feed native birds or learn 
bird identification which will lead to an increased     
appreciation for these beautiful winged creatures.  

The Baptism of the Lord: Justice Challenge 
The first reading for the Baptism of the Lord has the 
Prophet Isaiah proclaiming that the Messiah “shall 
bring forth justice to the nations”. Jesus fulfilled that 
passage by being a person of justice and teaching his 
disciples that all people deserve to be treated fairly and 
with dignity, including the poor, the sick and lame, the 
outcasts and sinners. Your challenge this week is to 
find a way to say “yes” to your baptismal call, just as 
Jesus said yes to his. What is Jesus calling you to do to 
live out your baptism? What injustice in your family or 
community or world are you being called to combat? 
And what can you do to help end it? 

No Daily Mass  01/12/2026 — 02/02/2026 
If you would like to attend daily mass during this 3 

week hiatus here are some nearby daily mass options… 
 

The Church of St. Paul 
(15 Doubleday Street Binghamton, NY) 

 Tuesdays & Thursdays at 12:10PM 
 
St. Mary of the Assumption 
(37 Fayette Street Binghamton, NY) 

 Wednesdays & Fridays at 12:10PM  
 

Sts. John and Andrew 
(1263 Vestal Ave Binghamton, NY)  

 Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays at 6:30AM 

Notes from Deacon Steve 
 The Holy Hour on Fridays from 12Noon to 1PM 

have resumed. The location is the Parish Center 
Chapel. All are welcome to spend an hour praying 
before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 The Scriptural Study class will resume on Tuesday, 

January 13th in the Parish Center dining room. The 
class lasts an hour and we will study the Scriptures 
for the upcoming Sunday. 

*IMPORTANT*  
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:  

Safe Environment Training 
All Eucharistic Ministers were required to have been 
Safe Environment Trained as of Dec 31, 2025. If you 

did not receive the diocesan mandated training or if you 
are not sure contact Maria Kirk at the Parish Center.   
All choir members, cantors and musicians must be 

trained by March 31, 2026.  
You must register online for this training.  

Check the diocesan website:  
syracusediocese.org/safe-environment  

for more information or to register.  
There are several initial training sessions in the area in 

January and February.  
Initial Safe Environment Trainings 

January 27— St. Ambrose @ 1PM 
January 31— Sts. Cyril & Methodius @ 10AM 

February 28— Our Lady of Good Counsel @ 10AM 
Recertification Trainings 

 January 15th— St. Francis of Assisi @ 10AM  
January 31— Our Lady of Good Counsel @ 10AM 

 
If you have questions please call Maria Kirk. 

Book Club 
The book we gave out at Christmas 
“The Forgotten Way” by Matthew 
Kelly is going to be a part of a very 
short book club. The promise of this 
book is very simple: You can trans-
form your life by changing the way 
you speak. There will be two discus-
sion sessions on Tuesday, January 
20th and January 27th at both 2PM 
and 7PM in the parish center dining 
room. Please read through chapter 12 

for the first session on the 20th and then we’ll finish 
before the last session on the 27th. Join us! 



Hospital Visitation 

Please remember, if you or another parishioner gets 
admitted to one of the local hospitals and you wish to 
be visited by Fr. Tim you MUST tell someone or 
call the parish center. You should indicate that you 
are belong to St. Francis of Assisi parish and that you 
wish to be visited by Fr. Tim or any Clergy member. 

For Potential Godparents and Sponsors  
for Baptisms or Confirmation 

Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a           
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered member 
of St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a   letter of certifi-
cation. This is the only way that the Church can verify 
you are a practicing Catholic. Please call Delores at the 
Parish Center (722-4388) for questions. 

DONATION  
PAMPHLET 

Please feel free to take a Cath-
erine’s Cupboard donation 
pamphlet in the back of the 
church or at the parish center. 
This pamphlet has some great 
information about our food 
pantry as well as many easy 

ways to contribute to the pantry. There are numerous 
ways YOU can help those in need right here in our 
community. The pantry relies on people like you to do 
your part! Take or request one to be sent to you! 

Online Giving 
Would you like to save paper and time when giving   
monetary donations to us? We have the option of 
online giving for your convenience. Visit our website  
stfrancisbing.org and click “online giving” in the 
menu. It’s easy to set up using your checking account, 
credit, or debit card for automatic or one-time dona-
tion options and you choose where the money goes. 
The following accounts are available for donations:  

Ordinary Contribution, HOPE Appeal 
Repair, Maintenance, & Utilities,   

Catholic School Support, Catherine’s Cupboard,  
Special Sunshine, Capital Campaign, STAR Fund,  

Sound System and Creation Care Team  

Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution  
Volunteer Schedule 

January 20th 

1:00—3:00PM 5:00PM—Until Served 

S. Wolf, M. Carnes, C. 
Woodruff, and D. Dobish  

M. Hayes, A. Smilnak,  
R. Rounds, and B. Grace  

Safe Environment Training is Now Required 
for ALL Liturgical Ministers 

 

Become a Volunteer Driver with the Volunteer 
Transportation Service (VTS)! 

 

Looking for a meaningful way to serve your neighbors? 
The Volunteer Transportation Service (VTS) is launching 
to help people in Broome, Chenango, Delaware, and 
Otsego Counties get to vital appointments-doctors, gro-
cery stores, pharmacies, and more-when they have no oth-
er way to get there. You can help change that, one ride at 
a time! We're seeking compassionate drivers age 21+ with 
a clean driving record who are willing to use their own 
vehicle and give at least 4 flexible hours per week (you 
choose the days and times). A background check is re-
quired. Lend a hand and bring hope to someone who 
needs it most. To apply,    visit jotform.com/vtc/VTS-
New Volunteer Application or contact Jack Salo at 607-
743-0120 or jsalo@rhnscny.org for more information.  

PLEASE TELL US THE NAMES & ADDRESSES 
OF SHUT-INS, WE WOULD LOVE TO REACH 

OUT! CALL DELORES AT THE PARISH CENTER  
(607)722-4388 TO LET US KNOW! THANK YOU! 

World Marriage Day Celebration 
43rd Annual World Marriage Day will be celebrated 
on February 15th, 2:00pm, at the Cathedral of the Im-

maculate Conception, Syracuse. Bishop Lucia will 
celebrate Mass and invite all couples in attendance to 
renew their commitment to Holy Matrimony. He will 
specially honor couples who will celebrate their 25th, 
50th, and beyond 50 anniversary in 2026. If celebrat-
ing such an anniversary please contact the parish of-

fice to receive a special invitation from Bishop Lucia.  

Catherine’s Cupboard 2025 
Our food pantry (Catherine's Cupboard) has wrapped up a 
challenging but successful year. We served just over 
2,000 families (6,212 people) this year, the most we have 
ever done. All of this was possible due to everyone's help 
to meet the challenges of the times. You and the commu-
nity donated time, effort, money, and food in order to help 
those in need. This December alone, Price Chopper, 
Church of Nazarene, Children's Home, and the Hillcrest 
Fire Dept/neighborhood and the many anonymous donors 
dropped off food, holiday special baking kits, and holiday 
gifts that were given out too many happy families. Their 
holidays have been brightened because of our pantry. 
THANK YOU! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!   

http://jotform.com/vtc/VTS-New
http://jotform.com/vtc/VTS-New
mailto:jsalo@rhnscny.org


St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

January 17th & 18th, 2026 
 

4:00 Mass   Altar Server Thalia Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Calliope Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server TBD 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Dan Verdon 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Anne Smilnak 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Terry Hanifan 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Deb Carden 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Denise Baxter 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Steve Baxter 
   
10:30 Mass Altar Server Clare Blackman 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Daniel Dundon 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Lilly Dundon 
10:30 Mass Lector   Anne Wolanski 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Shirley McCray 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Virginia Thompson 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Marge Mangan 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Scott Igler 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Donna Igler 
————————————————————— 

Children’s Liturgy Schedule 
January 11th— Dorene Alecia & Amy Drake 

January 18th— Ashley Cook & Maria Kirk (MLK) 
January 25th— Ede & Sarah Blabac 

February 1st— Maria Kirk & Melissa Weber 

Question of the Week 
Question for Children: What does God want 
you to do? To forgive? Be generous? To love? 
Question for Youth: As you grow, how do you 
know what God wants you to do?  How do you 
hear the voice of God saying, "you are one of 
mine, of my chosen?" 
Question for Adults: Today's readings lead to 
a core question: As you follow God and do 
what he wants, how do you experience his lov-
ing words: "You are my own. My favor is upon 
you."? 

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!* 
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already 
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar 
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar 
servers as we barely have enough to cover the 
masses alone week to week.  
Why altar serve? 
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the       
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit 
still may benefit from the activity that it provides. 
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church      
community and make connections. 
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity 
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church 

Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a         
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the 
church) and drop it in a collection basket. 


