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St. Francis of Assisi Parish
1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.
Staff
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor
Deacon Stephen Blabac
Delores A. Farwell
Parish Administrative Assistant

Maria Kirk

Director of Faith Formation

Joseph Carpenter

Parish Business Administrator

Sue Ekstrom

Parish Media Manager

Edmund Savo
Organist

Office Hours:
7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday through Thursday
Friday 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Parish Office: 722-4388
Fax: 722-1336
Faith Formation Office:
722-4177
E-mail:
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org
Website:
www.stfrancisbing.org

Mass Schedule
Monday-Thursday
8:00 am at the Parish Center
Chapel
Saturday Evening
4:00 pm
Sunday Morning
8:00 am & 11:00 am
Confession:
2nd & 4th Saturday of every
month at 3:00 pm at the
Church
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Weekend’s Offering (02-17-19)
Regular Envelopes……...……...……..................$5,113.00
Loose Collection………………………...……...…$213.00
Electronic Collection………………………………$509.00
Total Collection....……………..………….…….$5,835.00

Thank You for your generous contributions!
Faith Formation
Saturday, February 23, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. Kay Lynch by Family
Sunday, February 24, Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People
11:00 a.m. Joe Sardella by Family
Monday, February 25
8:00 a.m. Mildred Grace by Arthur Grace
Tuesday, February 26
8:00 a.m. Vincent Cavanagh by Family
Wednesday, February 27
8:00 a.m. Patty Ellis by Carol Breehey
Thursday, February 28
8:00 a.m. Lorenzo Altadonna by Family
Friday, March 1
NO MASS
Saturday, March 2, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. Gregory Tatich by Margaret &
Vincent
Sunday, March 3, Eighth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Robert Coyle by Suzanne & Don
Carr
11:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People

Faith Formation for grades K-9 this weekend. Classes
begin in the church, dismissal from the school as usual.
Looking Ahead:
First Eucharist Coaching session meeting in the Parish Hall
after opening prayer. Parents and children go to the hall after
opening prayer.
Winter Carnival this weekend (Sunday, Feb 24th) in the
gym. Please bring donations for the house the St. Francis
built. All families--even those with children not involved
with Faith Formation are invited to attend.
March 3rd our Opening Prayer will be focus on Lent.
As always, parents are invited to attend.
March 3rd at 11 AM Mass will be the Rite of Belonging
for all children preparing for 1st Eucharist. The front pews on
the sacristy side of the church will be reserved. Handicapped
seating will be available on the opposite side only. Mass may
be a bit longer than usual, please plan accordingly.
Are you being called to serve in ministry? The
Formation for Ministry program prepares adult
Catholics to serve as lay ecclesial ministers in
their parishes. The program includes coursework,
training, field work, and spiritual formation. Our
next five-week session begins the week of March
4th. If you feel God is calling you to serve, please contact the
Diocesan Office of Formation for Ministry at 315-470-1491
or formation@syrdio.org for more information about our
program. Courses can also be taken for adult faith formation.
A Hope Appeal Ministry.

Catherine’s Cupboard
Our parish pantry is open to anyone in need of
food. We are open on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of
the month, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. No requirements
except to show ID showing who you are. A person
can come as often as needed. We are here to help,
not to judge. So please pass the word to anyone
you think may need assistance. Canned or dry
goods, plus paper & personal care products
(toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant,
soap, baby diapers, women’s personal items)
are always needed and welcome. Drop off in the
barrel at the church foyer or leave the items in the
Parish Center.

Children’s Liturgy
February 23/24
4:00 PM Mass— Roberta Cushing/Catherine Shafer
8:00 AM Mass— Ede Blabac/BridgetVavra
March 2/3
4:00 PM Mass— Alison and Dan Brennan
8:00 AM Mass— Cindy & Lauren White

Prayers . . .

Please remember all of our parishioners who
are in hospitals and nursing homes and our
homebound. Also, please pray for our deceased
parishioners and loved ones.
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Children of Abraham Invites You to a
Jewish Passover Seder for Non-Jews
Sunday, March 3rd from 2:00—4:00 PM
Experience a Passover Seder as Jewish people celebrate
it with the ritual foods at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside
Drive, Binghamton, NY 13905. Each person will take
home a Passover Haggadah (Seder Booklet). The Seder
will be led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, chair of
the Children of Abraham Planning Group and of
Temple Concord, and Rabbi Geoffrey Brown of Temple
Israel.
Cost is $10 per person, subsidized by the Children of
Abraham. Non-Jewish attendees: YOU MUST
REGISTER using the link below BY TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 26th.
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aafaf2aa2fc1 children1

Living the Eucharist Program

Our Parish had an excellent response, during Sign-Up
Sundays for Living the Eucharist with more than 60
parishioners deciding to join small groups.
The Living the Eucharist Program, small groups
begin the week of March 3, 2019. If you have not
signed up yet, it is not too late. You can register at the
Living the Eucharist by contacting Nora Bush at
343-6189 or Mary Guditis at 651-5977, our Living the
Eucharist small group coordinators. They will be glad to
assist you in signing up.
If you have signed up for a small group already, please
pick up your Small Group Participant Booklet at the
back of the Church, your name is on the Booklet.

Ash Wednesday Collection
Next Week

Next week we will take up the Collection for the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe. This collection
supports the Church in more than 20 countries that are
still struggling to recover in the aftermath of the
communist rule. Funds from this collection support
pastoral care, catechesis, building renovations, and
seminary formation. Your support restores the Church
and builds the future in this region. Please prayerfully
consider how you can support the collection next week.
More information can be found at www.usccb.org/cce.

Ash Wednesday
(March 6th)
Mass Times:
7:00AM
Noon
7:00PM
In the Church
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Fighting Hatred With Love

February 14th marked the one-year anniversary of the
shootings at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida. Seventeen children and
teachers were killed that day. Students who survived the
shooting started the March for Our Lives movement in
hopes that no other school would have to suffer such a
tragedy again. Sadly, there has been no end in sight to
the specter of mass shootings in our country since. It
seems that just about every week we hear of another
person who has chosen to act on his anger and grief
by killing others.
It is easy to lose hope in the face of societal violence,
which seems to only be getting worse.
Against this backdrop of fear and despair comes Jesus’
words in this Sunday’s readings. Followers of Jesus do
not confront evil with more evil. Rather, we offer love
for hate, forgiveness for offenses, and blessings for insults. We seek to understand rather than to judge. We
work for reconciliation rather than scapegoating. We
find solutions by uniting people rather than by dividing
them. We desire justice rather than retribution.
How do we apply Jesus’ challenging words to a society
that is too afraid of violence to let its guard down? By
telling the stories of women and men who chose forgiveness over revenge and found peace and healing as a
result.
Such a man was Fr. Pino Puglisi. For years, he preached
against the violence of the Mafia. Eventually, they succeeded at gunning him down, but not without him assuring his assassin that he forgave him. That gesture of forgiveness won the conversion of the gunman and also
mobilized Sicilians to greatly reduce the power of the
Mafia.
In 1994, the African country of Rwanda was torn by
ethnic violence that resulted in the death of over one
million people. In her book, “Left to Tell: Discovering
God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust,” Immaculee
Ilibagiza told the story of how, through prayer, she was
able to forgive those who slaughtered her entire family.
Her courage inspired other Rwandans to choose forgiveness over vengeance, which has helped the country heal
from this unspeakable atrocity.
There are people all around us who are frightened and
hurting. Perhaps if we were quicker to show them
mercy and understanding, they would be less likely to
lash out. Who knows how many atrocities have been
averted simply by someone taking the time to listen to a
neighbor? Who knows how many crimes were not committed just because someone said a kind word to a troubled teenager? These are all small steps, but they are a
start. And they can inspire others to do the same.
Besides, at this point, what do we have to lose?
~Douglas Sousa, S.T.L.

Catherine’s Cupboard Volunteer Schedule

Transportation
Week of February 24th — Marie Giordano
Week of March 3rd — Ann Wilcox
Shelving (Mondays)
February 25th — N. & D. Minch
March 4th — E. & K. Corcoran
Distribution
March 5th — D. Kellett & Team #2

2019 Lenten Retreat For Catholic Women
The 2019 Lenten Retreat for Catholic Women is
sponsored by the Syracuse Diocese Catholic Women’s
Commission will be held Saturday, March 9th, at St.
James Church (147 Main St, Johnson City). Rev.
James Tormey will offer a reflection on “Seeking the
Lord”.
The cost of the event is $20/person. The retreat
includes Mass, breakfast, adoration of the blessed
sacrament, confession, the rosary, and private prayer.
Registration begins at 7:45AM, Mass at 8:30AM. The
day will conclude at around 12:30PM. You may RSVP
by email at swc@syracusediocese.org. Walk-ins are
welcome, but registration is preferred.

Chenango Valley High School
Theatre Guild Presents…

FEBRUARY FUNDRAISING
FOR FOOD PANTRY

In 2018, 1200 families visited us when we opened the 1st
& 3rd Tuesday each month. Our budget last year ran over
$35,000 in purchased food or personal care items for
these visitors. In order to continue our pantry outreach,
we will be doing a major fundraiser during the month of
FEBRUARY. Envelopes attached to the flyer or in the
pews for your own use during the month to drop in cash
or checks or you can donate online (stfrancisbing.org) at
your convenience. This year, more than ever, we see just
how many people are living on the edge. With the Gov
shut down going on 30 days + we hear daily the hardship
people affected by this are feeling. Just think of those
who got their SNAP payments early but now have to
stretch it til March. We are planning on an increase of
visits this month. Whatever help you can give us is
greatly appreciated. Thank you so much!!!!!!!!
UPDATE: $6,765. donated so far. Thank you to Dance
Connection/The BIG GIFTED GIFT event. Did you
know for every $1 donated we can purchase $3 worth
from the Southern Tier Food Bank. Two weeks to go!
Also, do you have recycled cloth or plastic bags sitting
around not being used? We would love them to help cut
our cost of
purchasing paper or plastic ones. Just drop
them in the barrel at church or leave at parish center.
THANK YOU! again for your support.

T he Addams Family
March 1st, 2nd, & 3rd @ CV Auditorium
Friday & Saturday: 7:00PM
Sunday: 2:00PM Matinee
$10/Adult & $8/Child, Student, or Senior(62+)
To reserve seats please call 607-762-6827

How to Become a Catholic

The RCIA Committee invites anyone considering
joining our Catholic Faith Community here at St.
Francis to consider joining us any Sunday at 9 am in
the Emmaus Room (room 103 in the School basement)
to learn about the process and ask any questions you
may have. Call Deacon Steve at 648-2155 for any
questions.

Ladies of Charity Scholarships

The Ladies of Charity will award two $500
scholarships to high school seniors who plan to pursue
a service-oriented career which specifically makes a
difference in someone’s life. The scholarship is based
on academic achievement, financial need, and service
to school, Church and community. See your guidance
counselor for an application.
Deadline is April 26th.
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St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers
March 2nd & 3rd, 2019

4:00 P.M. Mass
Lector
Bob & Betsy Shields
EM Host
Barb Brozovic
EM Host
John Artman
EM Host
Brenda Artman
EM Cup
Larry Koch
EM Cup
Debby Carden
EM Cup
Jan Pandich
EM Cup
Terry Hanifin
Altar Server Vincent Williams
Altar Server Madelyn Strnatka
Altar Server Calliope Brennan
8:00 A.M. Mass
Lector
Kurt & Kelly Mohney
EM Host
Scott or Donna Igler
EM Host
Suzanne Carr
EM Host
Marie Iobst
EM Cup
Debbie Davis
EM Cup
Scott Klein
EM Cup
Mike Stricek
EM Cup
Joanne Horoschak
Altar Server James Bush
Altar Server Mary Bush
Altar Server Sarah Bush
11:00 A.M. Mass
Lector
Barb Novitsky
EM Host
Steve Guth
EM Host
Kerri Hamilton
EM Host
Virginia Thompson
EM Cup
Emily Ekstrom
EM Cup
Jules Furrer
EM Cup
Maria Lord
EM Cup
Rose O'Neil
Altar Server Abraham Watkins
Altar Server Alexander Watkins
Altar Server Nolan Sirgany

Question of the Week
Question for Children: Jesus tells us to
treat others as we would want others to treat
us. How do you treat others as you want to
be treated?
Question for Youth: How do you follow
Jesus’ teaching to “bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you?
Question for Adults: Jesus says, “Give,
and gifts will be given to you.” When have
you experienced your generosity coming
back to you?
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