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Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Brendan Heaney 
Nicholas Norton 
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Office Hours: 
 Monday — Thursday: 

7:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Friday: Closed 

 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office Phone:  

722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

Follow us on FB & Twitter: 
@stfrancisbing 

 
 
 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org to view 

our latest weekend reflection.  

We will be posting new    
videos by 4:00PM on        

Saturdays. 
 

Also find the videos on our  
Facebook (search 
“@stfrancisbing”) 
Twitter (search 

“@stfrancisbing”) 
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi 

Binghamton) 
 
 

 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community 
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.  

 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

Our parish pantry is open to anyone in need of 
food. We are open on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of 
the month, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. No requirements 
except to show ID showing who you are. A person 
can come as often as needed. We are here to help, 
not to judge. So please pass the word to anyone 
you think may need assistance. Canned or dry 
goods, plus paper & personal care products 
(toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, 
soap, baby diapers, women’s personal items) are 
always needed and welcome. Drop off in the barrel 
at the church foyer or leave the items in the Parish 
Center.  
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Prayers . . . 
Please remember all of our parishioners who are 
in hospitals and nursing homes and our home-
bound. Also, please pray for our deceased      
parishioners and loved ones especially,  
Sadie Weckel, Ruth Jump, and Sandy Gobany. 
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Saturday, March 5, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m.  Mary Foran by St. Francis Bible 
Babes 
Sunday, March 6, First Sunday of Lent 
10:30 a.m.  Liturgy for the People 
Monday, March 7 
12:00 p.m. Bob Totman by Bob & Bea 
Grace 
Tuesday, March 8 
8:00 a.m. Stanley Charlier by Joyce & Al 
Mancini 
Wednesday, March 9 
12:00 p.m.  Margaret Baumgartner by 
Rosemary & Tom Rounds 
Thursday, March 10 
8:00 a.m.  Ruthie Cole by Arlene Peters 
Friday, March 11 
NO MASS 
Saturday, March 12, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Martha Savo by Mary Russik & 
Bernie O’Neil 
Sunday, March 13, Second Sunday of 
Lent 
10:30 a.m. John Krinik by Mary Jane & 
John Paske 

Weekend’s Offering (02-27-22) 
Regular Envelopes………….……...……...…….$2,979.00 
Loose Collection………………………...………..$465.00 
Electronic Collection………………………...….$1,962.00 
Total Collection.....……………..………...……..$5,406.00 

Thank You for your generous contributions! 

Faith Formation 
 

Faith Formation for Grades K-Confirmation meet today. 
 
Faith Formation Classes Grades 7 & 8  Bottle Drive was a 
huge success! $433.34 was raised from 7,039 cans and bot-
tles during the drive. The cash will help purchase a bike 
rack for the parish and go toward our other environmental 
initiatives. We hope this will help us reduce our car-
bon footprint and increase good health!   
 
Save the Date  
Sunday March 27th--students in Grades 7-8-9 will participate 
in the Southern Region Middle School Rally held at St. Pat-
rick's Noon-5:30 PM. (This includes Mass for participants 
and their family.)  All students will receive a hard copy of the 
content information as well as registration materials this 
weekend.  Parents please check your email for details and 
registration forms. The Rally is not optional and replaces 
Faith Formation for this weekend. 

**Attention: Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and 
Altar Servers** 

It is time once again to submit your dates of unavailability for 
the months of April, May, and June. If there are dates when 
you would be unavailable to Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or 
Altar Serve, please call Ed and Cindy White at 607-648-2784 
or by cell 607-206-3469 BEFORE MARCH 7TH! 

Bishop Lucia: Special Listening Sessions 
Bishop Lucia has scheduled special listening sessions for 
those who, for whatever reason, may feel unwelcome or al-
ienated from the Church. These listening sessions are part of 
the process of preparation for the World Synod of Bishops to 
be held in 2023. The Bishop would like to hear from those 
who feel the Church has not been responsive to their circum-
stances or needs. The Synod offers the hope that through lis-
tening, the Church will become more responsive to all.  
 

The session here in Broome County will begin at 1:00 
p.m. on Sunday, March 13 in the Southern Region, at  
Seton Catholic Central High School in Binghamton. 

 

All of us know friends and family members who are no long-
er active in their parish. Please invite, welcome, and if possi-
ble accompany them to participate in these sessions. 
 

For further information, call Sr. Katie at (315) 470-1473. 
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Stations of the Cross 
Stations of the cross will take place every Friday of 
Lent in the Church at 3:00PM. All are welcome and  
encouraged to attend! 
 

Operation Rice Bowl 
Join our faith community—and nearly 14,000 Catholic 
communities across the United States— in a               
life-changing Lenten Journey of encounter with CRS 
Rice Bowl. You received a CRS Rice Bowl with your 
bulletin. You can also download the CRS Rice Bowl 
app! May these 40 days better prepare is to encounter 
ourselves, our neighbors, and our God! 
CRS Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten 
faith-in-action program. It offers opportunities for your 
family to engage daily with the spiritual pillars of Lent: 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. And it’s an opportuni-
ty for us as a parish to come together as a community 
and reflect on what it means to live out our Gospel call 
to go out and encounter those most in need. 
During the next 40 days, we will encounter the stories 
of people in Bangladesh, Rwanda, and Guatemala 
where CRS is at work. We’ll be      invited to eat sim-
ple, meatless meals each Friday from these countries. 
And, through the stories, we’ll learn about the princi-
ples of Catholic social teaching— and ways we can put 
them into action during Lent and     beyond. 
We will reflect of how an encounter with resurrection 
can be transformative. We will see how our prayers, 
fasting, and almsgiving can give hope to those world-
wide who are most in need, especially those forces to 
flee their homes to find safety or better opportunities. 
 

Daily Mass— Lenten Reminder 

This Lent, build into your schedule to attend Mass in 
our church at 12Noon, Mondays & Wednesdays or 
in our chapel (in the parish center) at 8AM on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays. Remember when daily Mass 
was a regular practice for young and old during Lent? 
Why not join us in our beautiful church and chapel as 
often as you can?! All are welcome. We hope to see 
you there! 

Lent 2022: A Season of Growth 
No! You have not missed Lent— Lent begins this Ash 
Wednesday, March 2nd. It was strange that this past 
month of February we were not celebrating the season of 
Lent, the calendar gave us more time to prepare. Lent is a 
time for growth— to grow personally as well as a church 
community. Lent lies at the very heart of our Catholic/
Christian faith. These next 6 weeks can be   approached 
as a time of retreat— a time for deepening our relation-
ship with Christ and to deepen our baptismal commit-
ment to live the Gospel in our day to day living. Central 
to our baptismal life in Christ is be in union and to live 
the mystery of Christ’s Death and Resurrection. Hopeful-
ly, what we are offering in this parish this Lenten season 
will assist you to further your growth in Christ. We begin 
with the distribution of ashes 
 

Days of Fasting & Abstinence 

Days of fasting and abstinence include Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. For all who have reached their four-
teenth birthday, no meat may be consumed. For all who 
have reached their eighteenth birthday and not yet 
reached their sixtieth birthday, a limit of one full meatless 
meal may be consumed. Days of abstinence include all 
Fridays during Lent. For all who have reached their four-
teenth birthday, no meat may be consumed on Fridays 
during Lent. 

 

Presence 
Join our parish in this year's engaging Lenten video study 
on Formed.org called PRESENCE: THE MYSTERY OF 
THE EUCHARIST. With beautiful film-making and 
powerful teaching, the PRESENCE series will move your 
heart and give you plenty to discuss with your study 
group over 3 weeks in March. We will meet Tuesday 
(March 15, 22, & 29) at 2 PM or 7 PM or Wednesday 
(March 16, 23 & 30) at 10:30 AM via zoom, and in-
person on Sunday morning (March 13, 20 & 27) during 
Faith Formation.  The Sunday session is directed to par-
ents who would like to engage in a Lenten Study at a 
time that hopefully is more convenient to participate. 
This engaging video as well as many others can be found 
on formed.org!  Our parish has been given a 3 month free 
subscription through April to Formed for parishioners.  
 
1.) To sign up either scan the QR code=> 
Or go directly to signup.formed.org 
 

2.) Enter our parish zip code (13901)  
or St. Francis of Assisi Binghamton 
 

3.) Type in your email, and you 
are all set! 
 
After you have registered for formed you can download 
the free app for your apple or android devices just go to 
the app store and download the Formed app.  To sign up 
for the zoom session please contact Maria Kirk 
at Mkirk@syrdio.org or call the parish center at 607-722-
4388.  Your study guides ($5 each) can be picked up 
from Delores at the Parish Center.  Monday --Thursday 8 
AM--4 PM.  

Prayer for Peace in Ukraine 
 

O Prince of Peace, 
Once more we hear the guns of war,  

Once more we see the faces  
Of frightened children. 

We pray for the people of Ukraine,  
That they may be granted peace;  
We pray for the people of Russia,  

That they may demand peace;  
We pray for our country, t 

Tat we may be a positive part  
Of peacemaking in this world. 

O Prince of Peace, lead us from this dark time 
To a deeper understanding 

Of the global human family, 
So all may break bread together  
In the secure embrace of peace.  

Amen. 



Catherine’s Cupboard Volunteer Schedule 
Transportation 
NO TRANSPORTATION 
  

Shelving (Mondays) 
NO SHELVING 
 

Distribution 
March 15th— P. Peters, A. & S. Faughnan 

Why Return to the Church?  
Question Reflection 

 

1. Can you think of any time in your life that you re-
turned to something you had given up? How did 
you feel? What made it easy? What made it hard? 

2. Many people find that the church supports a lot of 
the basic human values they treasure, e.g., family, 
inner peace, personal dignity, integrity, and hope. 
What values do you think the church can best sup-
port in your life? 

3. If you were to name the most important thing you 
received from your Catholic heritage, what would 
you say that it was? How do you see that continu-
ing in your present and future life? 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
A journey from grief to healing 

For those who are living through the loss of a loved 
one, our highly successful support group provides a 
safe space to share ideas, thoughts and experiences 
that can lead to healing. This is one of life’s most dif-
ficult journeys and there is no need to travel it alone. 
New knowledge, skills and perceptions can ease your 
way to move on without your loved one. The new date 
for this 9 week program will begin on Monday, 
March 7th from 6pm to 7:30 at the St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish Center. For more info and to register, 
please call Ginny Thompson at 607-222-1621.  

Ladies of Charity Scholarships 

The Ladies of Charity will award three $500       
scholarships to high school seniors who plan to     
pursue a service-oriented career which specifically 
makes a difference in someone’s life. The scholarship 
is based on academic achievement, financial need, 
and service to school, Church and community. Please 
see your school guidance counselor for an application. 
Deadline is April 22, 2022. 

Southern Tier Afghan Resettlement Fund  
 

 Use your camera on your smartphone to     
    scan this QR code ==========>> 

 Learn more about our Southern Tier      
     Afghan Resettlement Fund 

 Donate to help an Afghan family in need       
right here in the Southern Tier  

 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

1st Sunday of Lent:  
Justice Challenge  

 

This Sunday’s Gospel describes Jesus’ temptation in the 
desert. Jesus was tempted with three things: satisfying the 
flesh by breaking his fast and eating the bread; becoming 
instantly famous by performing a super-hero act; and 
seizing power by making a pack with the devil. Jesus re-
jected all three temptations. Your challenge this week is 
to examine your own life to determine the temptations 
which the devil is placing in front of you. What do you 
need to say no to? What are you tempted to do which 
would cause others’ lives to be lessened if you indulged 
in it?  

1st Sunday of Lent:  
Creation Care Tips 

If you are looking for something to fast from this Lent, 
why not set yourself the challenge of fasting from buying 
anything new (except groceries and essential toiletries)? 
For six weeks vow to buy things second-hand, borrow, 
barter, trade, or do without. You may just discover that 
some things you thought were essential are not essential 
after all. You could also discover new channels for sec-
ond-hand resources such as Freecycle or “Buy Nothing 
New” groups in your area that are committed to reducing 
the waste stream.  

John M. DeBella Scholarships 
St. Francis of Assisi Finance Committee, in conjunc-
tion with the DeBella Oversight Committee has set 
aside a sum of money to establish the John M. De-
Bella College Scholarships. Four, $500 scholarships 
will be awarded to four seniors from the parish 
who plan to attend college in the fall. 
Applications for these scholarships are available on 
the tables at the rear of the church. 
The application is also available on our church’s web-
site.  Applications are due by 4 PM on Thursday, 
April 28th. (Please note, the parish office is closed 
on Friday). In order to be eligible for a scholarship, 
applicants must be a REGISTERED member of the 
parish. Email mkirk@syrdio.org if you have questions 

Wednesday Lenten Speaker Series  
At Ogden Hillcrest UMC 

Our neighbors are having a Lenten speaker series that 
will be held Wednesdays, 7:00PM at Ogden Hillcrest 
UMC. All are invited! 
 

March 9th— Rev. Cris Mogenson, Broome County 
Jail Chaplain   

March 16th— Fr. Tim Taugher, St. Francis of Assisi 

March 23rd— Rev. Jennifer Piatt, Nimmonsburg 
UMC 

March 30th— Rev. Nancy Adams, Binghamton Dis-
trict Superintendent 

April 6th— Rev. Joyce Allen, Ogden Hillcrest UMC 



Question of the Week 
Question for Children: When you feel 
tempted to do wrong, how do you re-
main strong in your faith? 
Question for Youth: What is one thing 
you will do during Lent to become 
more open to God in your life? 
Question for Adults: As you come to 
understand the temptation of Jesus in 
the desert, which one of the devil’s of-
ferings is hardest for you to resist? 

St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

March 12th & 13th, 2022 
 

4:00 Mass   Altar Server Calliope Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Brendan Kliment 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Logan Kliment 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Betsy A Shields 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Anne Smilnak 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Beatrice Grace 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Robert Grace 
      
10:30 Mass Altar Server Jessica Wojnar 
10:30 Mass Altar Server J D Wojnar 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Alexander Watkins 
10:30 Mass Lector   Ildiko Mitchell 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Anne Wolanski 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Scott Igler 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Donna Igler 
 

 

—————————————————— 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Schedule 

 
March 13th 

Ede Blabac & CeCe Barry 
 

————————————————————— 
Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org  

to view our latest Sunday mass and         
Children’s Liturgy.  

 

We will continue to post new videos for     
reflection by 4:00PM on Saturdays.  

 

Also find the videos on our  
Facebook (search “@stfrancisbing”) 

YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi Binghamton) 
 

You can still view children’s liturgy       
virtually! 

 



END OF BULLETIN 
CHURCH NAME:  St. Francis of Assisi 
CITY, STATE:    Binghamton, NY 
FILE NAME:   06-168 
PHONE:      607-722-4388  
Contact:      Delores A. Farwell or Sue Ekstrom 
 
 
 
Comments: 
Bulletin copy for March 6th, 2022 
 
 
Deliver 250 copies to St. Francis of Assisi.  
  
 
 








