March 08, 2026

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, NY 13901

Parish Mission

Quenching the Deepest Thirst:

Pope Leo’s Call to Become Witnesses of Hope in a World
Longing for Living Water

With Guest Speaker Denise Utter

Monday, March 9th
7:00PM
Tuesday, March 10th

7:00PM
Tuesday, March 10th Mass at 8:00AM
9:00AM (Abbreviated Mission)

St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall

Staff Please go online to

Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor Office Hours: stfrancisbing.org to view

Deacon Stephen Blabac Monday — Thursday: our latest Children’s Liturgy.

Delores A. Farwell 7:30 am to 4:30 pm We post new videos by

Parish Administrative Assistant Friday: Closed 4:00PM on Saturdays.

Maria Kirk

Director of Faith Formation Confession: Follow us on Facebook

Joseph Carpenter 2nd & 4th Saturday of every

Parish Business Administrator month at 3:00 pm in the Church

Suzanne Ekstrom 1

Parish Media Manager Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 @stfrancisbing

gdm_utnd Savo Faith Formation Office Subscribe to our YouTube
-Barls Phone: Channel:

Fred Hazlett = 11~ :

Maintenance/Groundskeeper 722-4177

Tina Silvestri E-mail:

Housekeeper hinorevrdi

Sarah Bush/ Calliope Brennan / stfranmsbmg@syrdm.org youtube.com/

Logan Kliment Website: @stfrancisbing

Sacristans www.stfrancisbing.org
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Saturday, March 7, Vigil of Sunday

4:00 p.m. Milo DeCastro by Jeffrey Conklin &
Marianne Purcell

Sunday, March 8, Third Sunday of Lent
10:30 a.m. Kathryn Healy by Family
Monday, March 9

12:00 p.m. Ricky Davis by John & Brenda
Artman

Tuesday, March 10 - Liturgy in Church
8:00 a.m. Olivia Curtin by Suzanne & Don
Carr

Wednesday, March 11

12:00 p.m. Theodore Schmits by The Evening
Book Club

Thursday, March 12 - Liturgy in Church
5:00 p.m. Jennie Emm by St. Francis Special
Sunshine Committee

Friday, March 13

NO MASS

Saturday, March 14, Vigil of Sunday

4:00 p.m. Liturgy for the People

Sunday, March 15, Fourth Sunday of Lent
10:30 a.m. Dan Grady by Kevin, Molly &
Kathy

March 08, 2026
Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (02-22-26)

Ordinary Contributions
Loose Cash

Repair & Maintenance
Catherine's Cupboard
Catholic Schools

Capital Campaign

Total Contributions

Ordinary Expenses
Repair & Maintenance
Catherine's Cupboard
Capital Improvements
Total Expenses

(Loss) --449
Please help keep our Parish going!

Faith Formation

Faith Formation for Grades K-8 meet at 9 AM,
Confirmation meets 11:30--2 PM in the Parish Hall

*Calendar Update: March 15th Faith Formation will meet
as usual, there will NOT be a Family Event.

Looking Ahead:

+No Faith Formation for 5th & 6th Graders ONLY on
March 22nd due to Mini-Retreat from 1-3PM in Parish
Hall. See flyer for details.

Children’s Choir Schedule
Sunday Rehearsals (11:45am-12:30pm):
March 8th March 15th
Saturday Rehearsals (3:00pm-3:45pm):
March 21st ~ March 28th

Catherine’s Cupboard

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 1PM—
3PM and SPM till 7PM (or until all are served).
We serve anyone who comes, asking only for ID,
if they have any. As members of SOUTHERN TI-
ER FOOD BANK, we purchase at wholesale (or
less), providing basic dry or canned goods, fresh

Deacon Steve’s Reminders
1. The Holy Hour is continuing each Friday in Lent at Noon
to 1PM in the Church.
2. The Stations of the Cross will be offered on the Fridays of
Lent at 7 pm in the Church. A 6 pm pot-luck dinner will be
held at 6 pm each week before the Stations in the Church
Hall. Please no meat dishes.
3. Any child who has made his/her First Communion is eligi-
ble to be an Altar Server. Please contact Deacon Steve at ei-
ther 607-648-2155 or Steveblabac@yahoo.com for training.

fruit and vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats.
We try to provide 5 days of meals and include
personal care items also. We operate on 100%
donations or grants. Our location at the parish
center means we have most overhead costs cov-
ered. However, we serve over 6200 people, requir-
ing a budget of close to $90,000 a year. PLEASE
tell anyone you know who is feeling food insecure
to stop in. If you would like to donate food
items, they can be left at parish center or food
barrel in church foyer. Monetary donations can
be mailed to our parish office or via the online
giving tab at stfrancisbing.org

*ATTENTION: Lectors, EMs & Altar Servers*
It is time again to make the schedule for April, May, and
June. If there are weekends when you are not available to
Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or Altar Serve, let us know.
Call Ed and Cindy White at 607-222-4703 or 607-206-3469
BEFORE MARCH 23RD!

Prayers...

Please remember all of our parishioners who are
in hospitals and nursing homes and our home-
bound. Also, please pray for our deceased
parishioners and loved ones.
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Lenten Liturgies of

Repentance and Lamentation
Lent is a time to examine not only personal sin but also
the reality of social sin. Lent is time dedicated to
evaluation and reflection, conversion, and return to
God. But what does it mean to truly embrace an
examination of conscience at a time and in a country
where the social sins of deportation of immigrants,
poverty, racism, and war are so present? As we journey
through this season let us come together as people of
faith to recognize our social sins, lament the pain and
suffering, and seek God’s healing reconciliation. It is
time to have a HOLY awakening to JUSTICE anew
this Lent. It is time to live the EASTER life of promise
and HOPE.
Thursday, March 12th @ SPM
Liturgy of Lament for the Sin of Poverty

Thursday, March 19th @ SPM
Liturgy of Lament for the Sin of Racism

Thursday, March 26th @ SPM
Liturgy of Lament for the Sin of Violence and War

CRS Rice Bowl
Nourishing Futures in Guatemala
In Guatemala, nutrition classes and savings programs
give mothers and families better opportunities to im-
prove their health, nutrition and financial well-being.
Visit crsricebowl.org/week-3 to read how your support
of CRS Rice Bowl is helping the Guatemala communi-

[ March 2@6
4 1:00-3:00PM
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A New Partnership with
the Brady Faith Center

When we inaugurated our capital campaign drive six
years ago it was agreed by the committee that 10% of
our goal reached would be tithed for needs both nation-
ally and internationally.

In consultation with the Pastoral Council it was agreed
to connect with the Brady Faith Center in Syracuse.
Kevin Frank, who will be speaking to us next weekend,
will share with is what their mission compromises. In
preparation for Kevin Frank’s visit here is a brief sum-
mary of the Brady Faith Center...

A mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse
since 1946, the Brady Faith Center is located on the
city's Southwest side, where they continue Monsignor
Charles Brady's legacy of serving neighbors in one of
the nation's highest childhood poverty areas. Through
more than 20 ministries, the Brady Faith Center builds
relationships by meeting people where they are — not
as "us" and "them," but as one community in Christ.
Brady Faith Center ministries include Sunday Mass and
Faith Formation; Feet on the Street, walking the
neighborhood to share and receive God's love; the
Brady Children's Choir; Pedal to Possibility, a commu-
nity bike ride held three times a week where participants
ear a bicycle after ten rides; four weeks of Vacation Bi-
ble School; Summer Servants, a weeklong overnight
service immersion experience for high school youth;
and care for creation through our 5.8-acre urban farm
and two community gardens.

The Brady Faith Center is grateful for this new partner-
ship and they look forward to advancing the Reign of
God together. Our initial commitment as a parish is
$250 every quarter of the fiscal year.

Facts About ICE and Detainees

In 2016, the annual budget for ICE, was less than $6
billion — smaller than other agencies within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. But this year ICE's budget
is $85 billion, due to the One Big Beautiful Bill Act,
enacted last July -- becoming the highest-funded U.S.
law enforcement agency. To put this into perspective,
the budget for the entire Justice Department, including
the FBI, stands at a little over $35 billion.

(Source: Congress.gov “Overview of FY2026 Appropriations for
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies (CJS)”)

ICE agents train for 47 days -- down from a 112 day
program in 2015.

(Source: Department of Homeland Security)

As of Christmas 2025, ICE was holding 68,440 people
in detention. About 73% of them had no criminal con-
victions. The vast majority of detainees are not “the
worst of the worst.” Rather as of January,
just 29% of those detained by ICE had criminal records
and approximately 8% of those were violent or property

crimes -- including minor assaults.

(Source: Cato Institute via Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
“ICE Initial Book-Ins by Criminality and MSC: FY2025 YTD”)




Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution
Volunteer Schedule
March 17th

1:00—3:00PM 5:00PM—Until Served

M. Carnes, S. Wolf, and
C. Woodruff

S. & A. Faughnan, M.
Hayes, and C. Danoski

*IMPORTANT*
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:
Safe Environment Training
AS OF DECEMBER 2025, YOU MAY NOT SERVE

AS A EUCHARISTIC MINISTER IF YOU ARE
NOT SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINED

All choir members. cantors and musicians must be
Safe Environment trained by March 31, 2026.

DONATION

PAMPHLET
Please feel free to take a Cath-
erine’s Cupboard donation
pamphlet in the back of the
church or at the parish center.
This pamphlet has some great
information about our food
pantry as well as many easy
ways to contribute to the pantry. There are numerous
ways YOU can help those in need right here in our
community. The pantry relies on people like you to do
your part! Take or request one to be sent to you!

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD

Hospital Visitation
Please remember, if you or another parishioner gets
admitted to one of the local hospitals and you wish to
be visited by Fr. Tim you MUST tell someone or call
the parish center. You should indicate that you are
belong to St. Francis of Assisi parish and that you
wish to be visited by Fr. Tim or any Clergy member.

You must register online for this training.
Upcoming Safe Environment Trainings

Initial Safe Environment Training

Tt Wednesday, March 18th: 6:00PM @ St. James,
Johnson City
Recertification Training
1t Monday, March 16th: 6:00PM @ Our Lady of
Sorrows, Vestal
Tt Wednesday, April 15th: 6:00PM @ St. James,
Johnson City

Pre-registration is required for all sessions. Walk-ins

and late arrivals will not be permitted. Registration for

training sessions will close one (1) business day prior to
the training session.

Register: (www.syracusediocese.org/safe-environment/)

When Planning for your Funeral...
Please be sure to share with your children or whom-
ever may be overseeing your funeral arrangements
when you pass that you wish to have a funeral liturgy
in the church. Even though your son/daughter may
not be active, participating Catholics does not mean
that you should not have a proper funeral at church.

Online Giving
Would you like to save paper and time when giving
monetary donations to us? We have the option of
online giving for your convenience. Visit our website
stfrancisbing.org and click “online giving” in the
menu. It’s easy to set up using your checking account,
credit, or debit card for automatic or one-time dona-
tion options and you choose where the money goes.
The following accounts are available for donations:
Ordinary Contribution, HOPE Appeal
Repair, Maintenance, & Utilities,
Catholic School Support, Catherine’s Cupboard,
Special Sunshine, Capital Campaign, STAR Fund,
Sound System and Creation Care Team

ChecKk it out!

PLEASE TELL US THE NAMES & ADDRESSES
OF SHUT-INS, WE WOULD LOVE TO REACH
OUT! CALL DELORES AT THE PARISH CENTER
(607)722-4388 TO LET US KNOW! THANK YOU!

) ' )

vl
FATTH & FORGIVENESS
\ Conversalion wilh Diane loley

molher of slain journalisl James l‘()lv(‘\ and :
aulhor. wilh Nalional Book \ward winner Colum McCann.

M ARBH AMERICAN MOTHER IS THE HEART-RENDING STORY OF DIANE
FOLEY WHO, IN THE COURSE OF CONFRONTING HER SON'S KILLER,
24TH BRAVES HER WAY INTO THE ELEMENTAL HEART OF VIOLENCE AND
FORGIVENESS, BRINGING US ON A JOURNEY OF STRENGTH,
7UUPM RESILIENCE, AND RECONCILIATION.

“A BOOK THAT WILL SHAKE YOUR SOUL OUT.” -- STING

“ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS | HAVE READ IN MANY, MANY YEARS, IF NOT MY LIFE.”
--ANDERSON COOPER

“ASPECTACULAR TALE OF VIOLENGE AND FORGIVENESS.” -- SALMAN RUSHDIE

1 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH HALL
47X 1049 CHENANGO STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY 13801




St. Francis of Assisi Lectors.,

Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers

March 14th & 15th, 2026

4:00 Mass Altar Server Kylie Murphy
4:00 Mass Altar Server McKenzie Murphy
4:00 Mass Altar Server TBD

4:00 Mass Lector Rosemary Rounds
4:00 Mass Lector Marge Mangan
4:00 Mass EM Host Deacon Steve

4:00 Mass EM Host Deb Carden

4:00 Mass EM Host Anne Smilnak
4:00 Mass EM Cup Maria Kirk

4:00 Mass EM Cup Carol Danoski
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Clare Blackman
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Quin Tallant

10:30 Mass  Altar Server Sienna Cook

10:30 Mass  Lector Virginia Thompson
10:30 Mass  Lector Maureen Mizzoni
10:30 Mass EM Host Deacon Steve
10:30 Mass EM Host Cherilyn Tallant
10:30 Mass EM Host David Hanzes
10:30 Mass EM Cup Scott Igler

10:30 Mass EM Cup Donna Igler

Children’s Liturgy Schedule
March 8th— Dorene Alecia & Amy Drake
March 15th— Ashley Cook & Maria Kirk

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!*
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar
servers as we barely have enough to cover the
masses alone week to week.
Why altar serve?
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit
still may benefit from the activity that it provides.
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church
community and make connections.
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church
Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the
church) and drop it in a collection basket.

Question of the Week

Question for Children: How do you experience
Jesus helping and loving you?

Question for Youth: Jesus revealed himself to an
outcast of society. How can you be “living water”
to the outcasts of your school? Society? The world?
Question for Adults: When you are tempted to try
to satisfy your “thirst for meaning” through some
other means, what keeps you coming back to the
living water of intimacy with Christ? Through what
means do you experience Christ’s power in your
life: Sacraments? Scripture? Prayer? Others?




