
Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Sarah Bush/ Calliope Brennan / 
Logan Kliment 
Sacristans 

 
Office Hours: 

 Monday — Thursday: 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: Closed 
 

Confession: 
2nd & 4th Saturday of every 

month at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office 

Phone:  
722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org to view 

our latest Children’s Liturgy.  

We post new videos by 
4:00PM on Saturdays. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  
 
 
 

@stfrancisbing 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel:  

 
 
 

youtube.com/
@stfrancisbing 

  St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901 

 March 22, 2026 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving 
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 1PM—
3PM and 5PM till 7PM (or until all are served). 
We serve anyone who comes, asking only for ID, 
if they have any. As members of SOUTHERN TI-
ER FOOD BANK, we purchase at wholesale (or 
less), providing basic dry or canned goods, fresh 
fruit and   vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats. 
We try to provide 5 days of meals and include 
personal care items also. We operate on 100% 
donations or grants. Our location at the parish 
center means we have most overhead costs cov-
ered. However, we serve over 6200 people, requir-
ing a budget of close to $90,000 a year. PLEASE 
tell anyone you know who is feeling food insecure 
to stop in. If you would like to donate food 
items, they can be left at parish center or food 
barrel in church foyer. Monetary donations can 
be mailed to our parish office or via the online 
giving tab at stfrancisbing.org  
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Saturday, March 21, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Liturgy for the People 
Sunday, March 22, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
10:30 a.m. Vita Mannino & Antonio DeLuca 
by Family 
Monday, March 23  -  Liturgy in Church 
12:00 p.m. James Foley & Olga Maria Wright 
by St. Francis of Assisi Community of Faith 
Tuesday, March 24 
8:00 a.m. Anne Carcioppolo & Vito by Family 
Wednesday, March 25 
12:00 p.m. Living Intention  -  Steve Rock, 
Crystal Rock, Hope Rock by Nicole Rock 
Thursday, March 26-  Liturgy in Church 
5:00 p.m. Louis Mazzitelli by Kathy & Glen 
Tait 
Friday, March 27 
NO MASS 
Saturday, March 28, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Kevin Taugher by Family 
Sunday, March 29, Palm Sunday of the  
Passion of the Lord 
10:30 a.m.  Lorenzo Altadonna by Fina & 
Family 

Faith Formation 
  

Faith Formation for grades K-4 and 7-8 meet at the    
usual time. Grades 5 & 6 will meet from 1 pm--3 pm in 

the parish hall for an area mini-retreat.   
Pre-registration required for the mini-retreat.  

Please refer to the flyer in the bulletin for details. 
 

Next week: March 29 Faith Formation for Grades K-8 
and Confirmation will meet at 9 AM in the Parish Hall  

 

Looking Ahead: 
 First Eucharist Pew Banner Project and Sharing Meal 

Sunday, April 19th after 10:30 Mass. Children will have 
class before Mass as usual.   

 

Confirmation 2026: Final class and Personal Beliefs     
Statement Presentation is Sunday, March 29th at 9AM in the 
parish hall. Please refer to the Interview Schedule for your 
final talk with Fr Tim or Maria Kirk, it is your responsibility 
to reschedule your appointment if needed. Confirmation   
Rehearsal is Friday, April 24th at 7:30PM in the Church with 
St. Mary/St Paul and the parishes of Eastern Broome. This is 
our only rehearsal. Confirmation will be celebrated Sunday, 
April 26th at 2PM at St Francis of Assisi.   

Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (03-16-26) 
 

Ordinary Contributions…………………………….....$6,623 
Loose Cash……………………………………………..$229 
Repair & Maintenance……………………………….…..$80 
Catherine's Cupboard……………………………...…...$705 
Catholic Schools…………………………………………..$5 
Other………………………………………………….$2,617 
Capital Campaign………………………………………..$90 
Total Contributions..………………………………$10,349 

 

Ordinary Expenses...……………………………….....$9,784  
Repair & Maintenance…………………………...……..$518  
Catherine's Cupboard…………………………...……...$913 
Capital Improvements…………………………………,$355 
Total Expenses...…………………………………...$11,061 
 

TOTAL……...……………………...….(LOSS) —$712 

*ATTENTION: Lectors, EMs & Altar Servers*  
It is time again to make the schedule for April, May, and 
June. If there are weekends when you are not available to 
Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or Altar Serve, let us know. 
Call Ed and Cindy White at 607-222-4703 or 607-206-3469 
BEFORE MARCH 23RD!  

Congratulations CFHS Drama Club 
We extend our warmest congratulations to the talented cast 
and crew of Chenango Forks High School Theater for their 
outstanding performance of *The Wizard of Oz*! Their dedi-
cation and energy were evident throughout the production, 
creating a magical experience for everyone in attendance. A 
special heartfelt thank you and a huge round of applause goes 
out to our wonderful parishioners, Claire Blackman, Calliope 
and Thalia Brennan, Cadhla Hamilton, Elena Kirk, Niy Valla, 
and Adrianna and Madelyn Walker, for their exceptional tal-
ent and hard work, which significantly contributed to the suc-
cess of this memorable production. Well done!  
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Lenten Liturgies of  
Repentance and Lamentation 

Lent is a time to examine not only personal sin but also 
the reality of social sin. Lent is time dedicated to    
evaluation and reflection, conversion, and return to 
God. But what does it mean to truly embrace an        
examination of conscience at a time and in a country 
where the social sins of deportation of immigrants,  
poverty, racism, and war are so present? As we journey 
through this season let us come together as people of 
faith to recognize our social sins, lament the pain and 
suffering, and seek God’s healing reconciliation. It is 
time to have a HOLY awakening to JUSTICE anew 
this Lent. It is time to live the EASTER life of promise 
and HOPE. 

 

Thursday, March 26th @ 5PM 
Liturgy of Lament for the Sin of Violence and War 

CRS Rice Bowl 
Embracing God’s Love, United in Generosity  
God created man and woman in his image, reminding us 
that every person is sacred and reflects God’s love. Each 
of us has a purpose, woven into God's plan. Our support 
of CRS Rice Bowl provides hope and opportunity to 
families around the world. Let's reflect on how our pray-
ers, fasting, and almsgiving can help our sisters and 
brothers fulfill their potential. Visit crsricebowl.org/
week-5 to read this week’s Story of Hope.  

A New Partnership with  
the Brady Faith Center 

 

When we inaugurated our capital campaign drive six 
years ago it was agreed by the committee that 10% of 
our goal reached would be tithed for needs both nation-
ally and internationally. 
In consultation with the Pastoral Council it was agreed 
to connect with the Brady Faith Center in Syracuse. 
Kevin Frank, who will be speaking to us next weekend, 
will share with is what their mission compromises. In 
preparation for Kevin Frank’s visit here is a brief sum-
mary of the Brady Faith Center...  
A mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse 
since 1946, the Brady Faith Center is located on the 
city's Southwest side, where they continue Monsignor 
Charles Brady's legacy of serving neighbors in one of 
the nation's highest childhood poverty areas. Through 
more than 20 ministries, the Brady Faith Center builds 
relationships by meeting people where they are — not 
as "us" and "them," but as one community in Christ. 
Brady Faith Center ministries include Sunday Mass and 
Faith Formation; Feet on the Street, walking the 
neighborhood to share and receive God's love; the 
Brady Children's Choir; Pedal to Possibility, a commu-
nity bike ride held three times a week where participants 
ear a bicycle after ten rides; four weeks of Vacation Bi-
ble School; Summer Servants, a weeklong overnight 
service immersion experience for high school youth; 
and care for creation through our 5.8-acre urban farm 
and two community gardens.  
The Brady Faith Center is grateful for this new partner-
ship and they look forward to advancing the Reign of 
God together. Our initial commitment as a parish is 
$250 every quarter of the fiscal year. 

St. Francis of Assisi  
Lenten Penance Service 

March 22nd  
4:00PM 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
Join us for our penance service where several local 

priests will be available for the Sacrament of           
Reconciliation. Take the opportunity this lent to seek 

God’s forgiveness for your sins great and small.  

Reflection: The Risen Life 
Death seems like an all-powerful and overwhelming 
force in our human lives. Physical death is something 
that is unavoidable but there is also another kind of 
death that can be experienced long before that moment 
in time. There is the death that can occur from within a 
person; kind of deadness that can dwell below the sur-
face of a person's daily life. This deadness can manifest 
itself in a variety of ways. John 11:1-45 places emphasis 
on how Jesus is master over life and death. The story of 
Lazarus is employed to emphasize how Jesus is "the res-
urrection and the life.!" The fullness of this risen life is 
experienced in and through our communion with the 
Risen Christ, a communion that begins now.  



DONATION  
PAMPHLET 

Please feel free to take a Cath-
erine’s Cupboard donation 
pamphlet in the back of the 
church or at the parish center. 
This pamphlet has some great 
information about our food 
pantry as well as many easy 

ways to contribute to the pantry. There are numerous 
ways YOU can help those in need right here in our 
community. The pantry relies on people like you to do 
your part! Take or request one to be sent to you! 

Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution  
Volunteer Schedule 

April 7th 

1:00—3:00PM 5:00PM—Until Served 

K. Fitzgerald, C. Murray, 
D. Dobish, and B. Grace  

N. & D. Oliver, A. 
Smilnak, and P. Peters 

PLEASE TELL US THE NAMES & ADDRESSES 
OF SHUT-INS, WE WOULD LOVE TO REACH 

OUT! CALL DELORES AT THE PARISH CENTER  
(607)722-4388 TO LET US KNOW! THANK YOU! 

*IMPORTANT*  
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:  

Safe Environment Training 
 
 

All choir members, cantors and musicians must be 
Safe Environment trained by March 31, 2026.  

You must register online for this training.  

Upcoming Safe Environment Trainings 
 

Initial Safe Environment Training 

 Tuesday, April 7th: 10:00AM @ Catholic Charities, 
Binghamton  

 Monday, April 13th: 6:00PM @ Our Lady of        
Sorrows, Vestal  

 
Recertification Training 

 Wednesday, April 15th: 6:00PM @ St. James,    
Johnson City 

 Saturday, May 9th: 10:00AM @ Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, Endicott  

 

Pre-registration is required for all sessions. Walk-ins 
and late arrivals will not be permitted. Registration for 
training sessions will close one (1) business day prior to 

the training session. 
 

Register: (www.syracusediocese.org/safe-environment/)  
 

Ladies of Charity Scholarships 
The Binghamton Chapter of the Ladies of Charity 
awards three $1000 scholarships to high school sen-
iors who plan to pursue a service oriented career 
which specifically has the potential to make a differ-
ence in someone's life.  The scholarship is based pri-
marily on service to church, school and community as 
well as academic achievement and financial need. 
Please see your high school guidance department for 
an application.  Deadline is April 17, 2026.  

DeBella Scholarship  
St. Francis of Assisi Finance Committee, in conjunc-
tion with the DeBella Oversight Committee has set 
aside a sum of money to establish the John M. De-
Bella College Scholarships. Four, $500 scholarships 
will be awarded to four seniors from the parish who 
plan to attend college in the fall. Applications for 
these scholarships are available on the tables at the 
rear of the church. The application is also available on 
our website (stfrancisbing.org). Applications are due 
by 4 PM on Thursday, May 28, 2026. (Please note, 
the parish office is closed on Friday.)  In order to be 
eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a 
REGISTERED member of the parish. 

Chenango Valley High School presents  
“Les Misérables: School Edition”  

March 20th/21st – 7:00PM  & March 22nd – 2:00PM 
@ Chenango Valley High School Auditorium 
$12 Adults or $10 Children, Students, and Seniors 
To purchase tickets visit: https://www.cvcsd.stier.org/
CVHighSchoolSpringMusical2026.aspx 



St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

March 28th & 29th, 2026 
 

4:00 Mass   Altar Server Kylie Murphy 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server McKenzie Murphy 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server TBD 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Joe Carpenter 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Dan Verdon 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Deacon Steve 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Judy Daniels 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Carol Danoski 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  John Artman 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Brenda Artman 
   
10:30 Mass  Altar Server William Keough 
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Everette Ciaccio 
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Sienna Cook 
10:30 Mass  Lector   Jim Clune 
10:30 Mass  Lector   Adam Colvin 
10:30 Mass  EM Host  Deacon Steve 
10:30 Mass  EM Host  Mary Jo Lucas 
10:30 Mass  EM Host  Mary Mullaney 
10:30 Mass  EM Cup  Scott Igler 
10:30 Mass  EM Cup  Donna Igler 
————————————————————— 

Children’s Liturgy Schedule 
March 22nd— Ede Blabac & Melissa Weber 
March 29th— Dorene Alecia & Amy Drake 

Question of the Week 
Question for Children: How do your actions 
show that you put your faith and trust in Jesus? 
Question for Youth: Lazarus received a second 
chance at life through Jesus. How have you expe-
rienced second chances in your own life? 
Question for Adults: The death from which we 
are called is healing from those things which bind 
us and hold us back: memories, fears, rejection, 
or other such things. What binds you? What 
keeps you from fully being your own most true 
self in Christ? 

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!* 
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already 
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar 
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar 
servers as we barely have enough to cover the 
masses alone week to week.  
Why altar serve? 
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the       
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit 
still may benefit from the activity that it provides. 
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church      
community and make connections. 
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity 
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church 

Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a         
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the 
church) and drop it in a collection basket. 


