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  St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
  1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901 

Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Brendan Kliment 
Sarah & Mary Bush 
Sacristans 

 
Office Hours: 

 Monday — Thursday: 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: Closed 
 

Confession: 
2nd & 4th Saturday of every 

month at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office 

Phone:  
722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org to view 

our latest Children’s Liturgy.  

We post new videos by 
4:00PM on Saturdays. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  
 
 
 

@stfrancisbing 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel:  

 
 
 

youtube.com/
@stfrancisbing 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community 
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life. 

 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving 
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 1PM—
3PM and 5PM till 7PM (or until all are served). 
We serve anyone who comes, asking only for ID, 
if they have any. As members of SOUTHERN TI-
ER FOOD BANK, we purchase at wholesale (or 
less), providing basic dry or canned goods, fresh 
fruit and   vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats. 
We try to provide 5 days of meals and include 
personal care items also. We operate on 100% 
donations or grants. Our location at the parish 
center means we have most overhead costs cov-
ered. However, we serve over 1500 people, requir-
ing a budget of close to $60,000 a year. PLEASE 
tell anyone you know who is feeling food insecure 
to stop in. If you would like to donate food 
items, they can be left at parish center or food 
barrel in church foyer. Monetary donations can 
be mailed to our parish office or via the online 
giving tab at stfrancisbing.org  
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Saturday, March 22, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Anna Connor by Marge Mangan 
Sunday, March 23, Third Sunday of Lent 
10:30 a.m. Lorenzo Altadonna by Family 
Monday, March 24 
12:00 p.m. William Phillips by St. Francis 
Special Sunshine Committee 
Tuesday, March 25 
8:00 a.m.  Liturgy for the People 
Wednesday, March 26 
12:00 p.m.  Eric Mangan by your friends at 
the evening book club 
Thursday, March 27 
8:00 a.m.  Antonina Altadonna by Family 
Friday, March 28 
NO MASS 
Saturday, March 29, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Matthew & Joan Wintergrass by 
Maureen & Tim Roberts 
Sunday, March 30, Fourth Sunday of 
Lent 
10:30 a.m.  Kevin Taugher by Family 

Faith Formation 2025  
 

Faith Formation for Grades K-9 today at 9:00AM in the 
parish hall as usual  

 
 

Looking Ahead: 
March 30th 5th & 6th Grade event at St Vincent instead of 

Faith Formation at St. Francis of Assisi (see attached)  
SAVE THE DATE: Exalt XLT concert April 5th 7-9PM 

OLS instead of Faith Formation class for 7th, 8th, 9th 
grades that weekend. 

 

Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (03-17-25) 
 

Ordinary Contributions…………………………….....$5,786 
Loose Cash……………………………………………..$301 
Repair & Maintenance……………………………..…...$325 
Catherine's Cupboard………………………………...$1,285 
Catholic Schools…………………………………………$55 
Other………………………………………………….$2,890 
Capital Campaign………………………………………$174 
Total Contributions..………………………………$10,816 

 

Ordinary Expenses...……………………………….....$9,190  
Repair & Maintenance…………………………...……..$143  
Catherine's Cupboard…………………………...……...$620 
Capital Improvements………………………………..$2,342 
Total Expenses...…………………………………...$12,295 
 

TOTAL……...……………………...……..(Loss) —$1,479 

 

Please help keep our Parish going! 



Page Three March 23, 2025 St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

PLEASE TELL US THE NAMES & ADDRESSES OF 
SHUT-INS, WE WOULD LOVE TO REACH OUT! 

CALL DELORES AT THE PARISH CENTER  
(607)722-4388 TO LET US KNOW! THANK YOU! 

Pope Francis Quote on Immigration 
“Migrants trust that they will encounter acceptance, 
solidarity, and help, that they will meet people who will 
sympathize with the distress and tragedy experienced 
by others, recognize the values and resources the latter 
have to offer, and are open to sharing humanly and 
materially with the needy and disadvantaged.” —Pope 
Francis Message for the 2013 World Day of  Migrants and Refu-
gees, October 12, 2012  

Disciple Maker Index Survey 
Don’t delay in taking the Disciple 
Maker Index (DMI) survey! This im-
portant survey is essential in helping 
St. Francis of Assisi assess our great-
est strengths and opportunities – so 
that our parish can thrive! If you’re a 
parishioner, take the DMI survey to-
day! We need your response to help 
strengthen our parish and better prepare us for the future 
- as we strive to grow as disciples of Christ.  
For the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey link, please 
visit https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/x574kx or 
scan the provided QR code. The survey will close on 
April 16, 2025 If you prefer a paper copy, you may pick 
up your survey after daily and Sunday Masses. Drop off 
completed paper surveys in the collection basket or the 
parish center. Volunteers are available after masses 
on this weekend if you need assistance with filling 
out this survey. 

Handicap Access 
During our parish listening sessions last Spring, several 
of us mentioned some questions about handicap access 
to the church. Our Pastoral Council is concerned about 
access to the church, and we are asking the churchgoing 
members of the parish for any additional feedback on 
handicap accessibility. Several years ago, we installed 
an elevator in the front of the church. The elevator stops 
at 4 different levels in the church.  
Going from bottom to top: 
1.Downstairs in the church hall 
2.At the front entrance to the church (at street level) 
3.In the cry room on the main floor of the church 
4.In the choir loft. 
In addition, there is an area at the back of the church 
that is available for disabled individuals. We have re-
moved half of one of the back pews. This area can easi-
ly be better identified as an area for people with disabili-
ties. There are thoughts about creating space at the front 
of the church to better accommodate people with disa-
bilities. We ask for any specific thoughts or ideas about 
how we could improve accessibility for people with dis-
abilities please speak to Father Tim, Marge Mangan, Ed 
White, Joe Carpenter or contact the parish office. 

Lent 2025 
 

Water for Life 
Imagine walking to collect water 
each day—only 5 to 10 minutes 
from home, yet facing a treacher-
ous descent down a steep, slip-
pery embankment. Now picture 
scooping muddy, rust-colored 
water from a tiny stream with a 
plate or bowl, waiting 30 minutes 
just to fill a single bucket. This is 
the daily reality for fami-
lies who rely on the Cha-
huwa Stream. Marion 
Kauta, our in-country col-
league, described the 
climb as so difficult that 
it felt like her heart had 
relocated to her throat. 
For the women and girls 
who bear this burden, the journey is not just exhaust-
ing—it’s an obstacle to health, education, and dignity. 
This Lent, as we reflect on sacrifice and service, let us 
stand in solidarity with those who thirst. Your support 
of the Water for Life project can bring safe, abundant 
water to communities in need. 
 

Parish Mission 
“Gift of Finest Wheat—Developing a Eucharistic 

World-View” 
March 29/30-April 3 

The Eucharist is the sacrament that encompasses the 
totality of our life journey. It nourishes our spiritual life 
but also nourishes our bodies and souls with the food 
and drink of eternal life. It is the inspiration by which 
we grasp the mysteries of faith and recognize the mind-
set that gives direction and shape in our lives. The Eu-
charist validated our way of thinking and acting only if 
it is genuinely Christian. To the degree that the faith we 
profess and the kings of theology or spirituality we 
practice resonate with the Eucharistic mystery, they are 
recognized as authentic. 

Lead by: Fr. Simeon Gallagher 
Fr. Simeon Gallagher grew up in Philadelphia and be-
came connected with the Capuchins at Herman, Penn-
sylvania, at the age of 14. Joining the friars in 1958, Fr. 
Simeon was ordained a priest by Capuchin Bishop Fir-
min Schmidt in 1971. Before going on the road, Simeon 
served as campus minister at Fort Hays State Universi-
ty, co-pastor of Good Shepherd parish in Shawnee Mis-
sion, Kansas, and pastor of Holy Cross church in 
Thornton, Colorado. Beyond multiple Master's degrees 
- religious education (1970), English literature (1980), 
and liberal arts (1996) - he also has done extensive doc-
toral level studies in preaching. Besides hundreds of 
parish missions and retreats to religious communities 
and open retreats at retreat centers, he has frequently 
tackled the more demanding task of leading retreats for 
the diocesan clergy of at least 65 of the nation's 194 di-
oceses - as well as those in Birmingham, England  



DONATION  
PAMPHLET 

Please feel free to take a Cath-
erine’s Cupboard donation 
pamphlet in the back of the 
church or at the parish center. 
This pamphlet has some great 
information about our food 
pantry as well as many easy 

ways to contribute to the pantry. There are numerous 
ways YOU can help those in need right here in our 
community. The pantry relies on people like you to do 
your part! Take or request one to be sent to you! 

1:00—3:00PM 5:00PM—Until Served 

K. Fitzgerald, C. Murray, 
D. Dobish, and B. Grace  

N. & D. Oliver, A. 
Smilnak, and P. Peters 

Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution  
Volunteer Schedule 

April 1st 
 

Ladies of Charity Scholarship 
The Binghamton Ladies of Charity awards $1000 
scholarships to high school seniors who plan to pur-
sue a service oriented career which specifically has 
the potential to make a difference in someone's life. 
The scholarship is based primarily on service to 
school, church and community as well as academic 
achievement and financial need. Please see your high 
school guidance department for an applica-
tion. Deadline is April 16, 2025.  

Confirmation Group Service Project 
This year's confirmation class is partnering with Matthew 
25: Ministries to collect empty pill bottles for their group 
service project. This organization keeps the pill bottles 
out of the environment by using them to ship medical 
supplies to developing countries. If you have any pill bot-
tles make sure that they have: 
Been emptied of any medications 
Been rinsed and dried 
Had all labels removed (soak in hot soapy water, for 

stubborn labels try also using nail polish remover) 
Under Pill Bottle Service Project. 

To date we have cleaned and shipped over 350 bottles to 
Matthew 25.  Thank you for your contribution for postage 
and for your participation in our project. We still have 
more than 200 bottles to process. We will collect Pill Bot-
tles until March 30th! Thank you! 

DeBella Scholarship Information 
John M. DeBella College Scholarships have been es-
tablish so that four, $500 scholarships will be award-
ed to high school seniors from St. Francis of Assisi 
parish who plan to attend college in the fall. 
Applications for these scholarships are available on 
the tables at the rear of the church. The application is 
also available on our church website, 
www.stfrancisbing.org/scholarships-forms-and-
contests. Applications are due by 4:00PM on 
Thursday, May 1st. (Please note, the parish office is 
closed on Fridays)  In order to be    eligible for a 
scholarship, applicants must be REGISTERED and 
ACTIVE members of the parish. 

French River Cruise June 2026 
A French river cruise is being planned for June 2026, 
which includes two pre-cruise days in Paris, seven days 
cruising the Rhone River through the French countryside, 
and the option of planning a post-cruise experience on the 
southern coast of France (more information will be com-
ing for post-cruise options). Avalon Waterways River 
Cruises Includes the two pre-cruise days in Paris (with 
train transport to Lyon) in the cost of the trip as well as 
complimentary gratuities, and a $1,125 discount per per-
son for guests in our group.  As in the past, Your Travel 
Concierges will be coordinating the details of our forth-
coming adventure. The link below provides a tremendous 
amount of information (full itinerary, ship information, 
stateroom inventory, pricing and more. Call Diana/Mark/
Lucas at Your Travel Concierges 443-542-0202. 
https://www.2ytc.com/active---discovery-on-the-rh%

C3%B4ne-with-2-nights-in-paris--southbound 

Catherine’s Cupboard: 
Household Items Givaway—DONATIONS 

On MAY 6th Catherine’s Cupboard pantry will be 
holding a household items giveaway. If you have any 
working small appliances, kitchen items, dishes etc 
and would be willing to donate, we would like them. 
Please leave donations at Catherine’s Cupboard 
(located inside St. Francis of Assisi parish center) 
MON—THRU from 8AM—4PM until May 5th. This 
helps our families that stop for food to replenish their 
homes as well. If you would like to volunteer to work 
this event please contact Bev Krinik at 607 725 7645. 



St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

March 29th & 30th, 2025 
 

4:00 Mass   Altar Server Thalia Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Calliope Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server TBD 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Rosemary Rounds 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Carol Danoski 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Terry Hanifan 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Marge Mangan 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Mary Russik 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Maria Kirk 
   
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Mary Bush 
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Sienna Cook 
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Clare Blackman 
10:30 Mass  Lector   Brian Sirgany 
10:30 Mass  EM Host  Scott Igler 
10:30 Mass  EM Host  Donna Igler 
10:30 Mass  EM Host  Kevin Murphy 
10:30 Mass  EM Cup  David Hanzes 
10:30 Mass  EM Cup  Patrick Doyle 
————————————————————— 

Children’s Liturgy Schedule 
  

March 23rd: Maria Kirk & Amy Drake 

March 30th: Ede & Sarah Blabac 

April 6th: Maria Kirk & Toni Robinson 

Question of the Week 
Question for Children: God wants your 
faith to result in good living. What steps 
can you take during Lent to make sure that 
happens? 
Question for Youth: What needs changing 
in your life right now? How will you invite 
God into that change? 
Question for Adults: What steps are you 
taking this Lent to make sure that your faith 
bears fruit in good works? 

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!* 
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already 
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar 
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar 
servers as we barely have enough to cover the 
masses alone week to week.  
Why altar serve? 
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the       
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit 
still may benefit from the activity that it provides. 
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church      
community and make connections. 
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity 
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church 

Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a         
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the 
church) and drop it in a collection basket. 


