
Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Sarah Bush/ Calliope Brennan / 
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Sacristans 

 
Office Hours: 

 Monday — Thursday: 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: Closed 
 

Confession: 
2nd & 4th Saturday of every 

month at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office 

Phone:  
722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org to view 

our latest Children’s Liturgy.  

We post new videos by 
4:00PM on Saturdays. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  
 
 
 

@stfrancisbing 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel:  

 
 
 

youtube.com/
@stfrancisbing 

  St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901 

 March 29, 2026 

He is Risen! 

Happy Easter! 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving 
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 1PM—
3PM and 5PM till 7PM (or until all are served). 
We serve anyone who comes, asking only for ID, 
if they have any. As members of SOUTHERN TI-
ER FOOD BANK, we purchase at wholesale (or 
less), providing basic dry or canned goods, fresh 
fruit and   vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats. 
We try to provide 5 days of meals and include 
personal care items also. We operate on 100% 
donations or grants. Our location at the parish 
center means we have most overhead costs cov-
ered. However, we serve over 6200 people, requir-
ing a budget of close to $90,000 a year. PLEASE 
tell anyone you know who is feeling food insecure 
to stop in. If you would like to donate food 
items, they can be left at parish center or food 
barrel in church foyer. Monetary donations can 
be mailed to our parish office or via the online 
giving tab at stfrancisbing.org  
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Saturday, April 4, Holy Saturday 
8:00 p.m. Liturgy for the People 
Sunday, April 5, Easter Sunday of the Res-
urrection of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.  Liturgy for the People 
10:30 a.m.  Liturgy for the People 
Monday, April 6 
12:00 p.m. Theodore Schmits by Kathleen & 
Jim Brady 
Tuesday, April 7 
8:00 a.m. Daniel Grady by St. Francis Special 
Sunshine Committee 
Wednesday, April 8 
12:00 p.m. Tom Ryder by Arlene Peters 
Thursday, April 9 
8:00 a.m.  Scott Arnold by John & Brenda 
Artman 
Friday, April 10 
NO MASS 
Saturday, April 11, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m.  17th  Anniversary  of St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish 
Sunday, April 12, Second Sunday of Easter 
10:30 a.m.  2nd Anniversary Tim Reardon by 
Family 

Prayers . . . 
Please remember all of our parishioners who are 
in hospitals and nursing homes and our home-
bound. Also, please pray for our deceased       
parishioners and loved ones. 

Faith Formation 
  

 

No Faith Formation April 5th and 12th, Happy Easter! 
 
 

Looking Ahead: 
 First Eucharist Pew Banner Project and Sharing Meal 

Sunday, April 19th after 10:30 Mass. Children will have 
class before Mass as usual. Please bring Mementos for the 
Pew Banner Project that will be completed before lunch. 

 Sunday, May 3rd First Eucharist will be celebrated at 
10:30 AM Mass, followed by a reception in the hall. 

 
Confirmation 2026: 
 Friday, April 24th at 7:30 PM, Confirmation Rehearsal. 

This is our only rehearsal--candidates and sponsors must 
attend (please find a partner if sponsors are not in town) 

 Sunday, April 26th at 2 PM Confirmation Mass will be 
celebrated with St. Mary of the Assumption/St. Paul and 
the parishes of Eastern Broome, followed by a reception 
in the hall. 

 

Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (03-30-26) 
 

Ordinary Contributions…………………………….....$5,017 
Loose Cash……………………………………………..$391 
Repair & Maintenance……………………………….…..$35 
Catherine's Cupboard……………………………...…...$956 
Catholic Schools…………………………………………$15 
Other………………………………………………….$2,585 
Capital Campaign………………………………………..$30 
Total Contributions..………………………………..$9,029 

 

Ordinary Expenses...……………………………….....$8,834  
Repair & Maintenance…………………………...……..$493  
Catherine's Cupboard…………………………...……...$869 
Capital Improvements…………………………………,$338 
Total Expenses...…………………………………...$10,534 
 

TOTAL……...……………………...….(Loss) —$1,505 

 

Please help keep our Parish going! 

For Potential Godparents and Sponsors  
for Baptisms or Confirmation 

Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a           
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered member of 
St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a   letter of certification. 
This is the only way that the Church can verify you are a 
practicing Catholic. Please call Delores at the Parish Center 
(722-4388) for questions. 
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Hospital Visitation 

Please remember, if you or another parishioner gets ad-
mitted to one of the local hospitals and you wish to be 
visited by Fr. Tim you MUST tell someone or call the 
parish center. You should indicate that you are belong 
to St. Francis of Assisi parish and that you wish to be 
visited by Fr. Tim or any Clergy member. 

Why Return to the Church? Reflection 

1. Can you think of any time in your life that you re-
turned to something you had given up? What made it 
easy? What made it hard? 

2. People find that the church supports many treasured 
human values, e.g., family, inner peace, personal dig-
nity, integrity, and hope. What values may the church 
support in your life? 

3. What’s the most important thing you received from 
your Catholic heritage? How do you see that continu-
ing in your present and future life? 

If you have any questions about the church or our parish 
or would like to speak to someone about the process of 
becoming a fully initiated Catholic, call us at the Parish 
Center (607)722-4388. 

PLEASE TELL US THE NAMES & ADDRESSES OF 
SHUT-INS, WE WOULD LOVE TO REACH OUT! 

CALL DELORES AT THE PARISH CENTER  
(607)722-4388 TO LET US KNOW! THANK YOU! 

Easter Sunday: Creation Care Tip 
This Easter, celebrate new life by planting some seeds 
or seedlings, or plan your summer garden (some librar-
ies offer free seeds). Pot up some herbs on a windowsill 
or plant a dwarf tree in a container on a porch or deck. 
Eating food grown locally saves drastically on the car-
bon footprint from food grown at great distances. 
Check out Barbara Kingsolver’s book “Animal, Vege-
table, Miracle” for some great inspiration about grow-
ing and eating locally grown food. With the spring 
weather you can look forward to your own garden!      

Easter Sunday: Justice Challenge 
April 11 marks the anniversary of Pope John XXIII’s 
encyclical, Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth). This letter 
was the foundation for much of the Church’s contem-
porary teaching on war. Pope John urged the Church to 
promote peace by defending human rights. Your chal-
lenge this week is to read Paragraphs 166 to 172 from 
the encyclical, which can be found on the Vatican’s 
website, www.vatican.va. Click on English and then 
type “Peace on Earth” (“Pacem in Terris”) in the 
Search Box. After reading these paragraphs, reflect on 
how you can apply the readings to your own personal 
relationships and in the way you vote as a Catholic. 

CRS Rice Bowl: Happy Easter! 
Happy Easter! As our CRS Rice Bowl journey comes to 
an end, may the Eucharist continue to transform our 
lives and help us respond to God’s call to serve our 
global family. Let us commit to sharing the joy of the 
Resurrection with people in our local community and 
around the world. Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice 
Bowl at church or the parish center by  
Tuesday, April 7th or donate at crsricebowl.org/give.  

Holy Hour at St. Francis of Assisi 
Our Holy Hour will begin again at 12PM Noon to 1PM 
in the Parish Center Chapel on the Friday after Easter, 
April 10th. All are welcome to join us! 

Happy Easter! 
Easter is a promise of hope. That promise is so        

necessary for us today when we can easily become so 
pessimistic and cynical. The empty tomb of Christ’s 

Resurrection is the ultimate sign of hope. 
The Risen Christ breathing his peace is the grace that 

enables us to live our lives with the belief that anything 
is possible. 

Easter grace enables us to transform our doubts and 
fears into reconciliation, justice, and peace. 

May your celebration of Easter in Christ’s Resurrection 
open your eyes, hearts and spirits to encounter God in 
all of creation and transform your lives in the many 

possibilities we have to realize the hope of resurrection 
in your lives. 

    
    

 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Easter 
 

Before the Resurrection, 
So much suffering had to be endured. 

Before the tomb was left behind, 
Death was the harsh reality. 

You call us, O Lord, to recognize 
Both suffering and Easter hope 

Are part of our journey as we follow you. 
You call us to hold, at the same time, 
Both death and new life in our hands, 

So we may be embraced 
By the Paschal mystery 
And thus be renewed 

For the healing work ahead. 
Grant us wisdom, O Lord, 

Grant us Easter grace. 
Amen. 

Floral Ministry Thank You! 
The parish community of St Francis of Assisi would like 
to express our heartfelt thanks to Bea Grace for her 
many years of faithful service in organizing flowers for 
our shut-ins. Your dedication to coordinating plant or-
ders, arranging deliveries, and bringing together volun-
teers has been such a meaningful ministry. Through 
your efforts, so many have felt remembered, loved, and 
connected. The simple beauty of flowers has become a 
powerful reminder that they are not forgotten and that is 
because of you. Your time, care, and consistency over 
the years have made a lasting difference in the lives of 
others. We are truly grateful for your servant heart and 
the joy you brought to this ministry. We would also like 
to welcome Peg Peters as she assists us in this role. 



DONATION  
PAMPHLET 

Please feel free to take a Cath-
erine’s Cupboard donation 
pamphlet in the back of the 
church or at the parish center. 
This pamphlet has some great 
information about our food 
pantry as well as many easy 

ways to contribute to the pantry. There are numerous 
ways YOU can help those in need right here in our 
community. The pantry relies on people like you to do 
your part! Take or request one to be sent to you! 

Online Giving 
Would you like to save paper and time when giving   
monetary donations to us? We have the option of online 
giving for your convenience. Visit our website  
stfrancisbing.org and click “online giving” in the menu. 
It’s easy to set up using your checking account, credit, or 
debit card for automatic or one-time donation options and 
you choose where the money goes. The following ac-
counts are available for donations:  

Ordinary Contribution, HOPE Appeal 
Repair, Maintenance, & Utilities,   

Catholic School Support, Catherine’s Cupboard,  
Special Sunshine, Capital Campaign, STAR Fund,  

Sound System and Creation Care Team  

 
 

Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution  
Volunteer Schedule 

April 7th 

1:00—3:00PM 5:00PM—Until Served 

K. Fitzgerald, C. Murray, 
D. Dobish, and B. Grace  

N. & D. Oliver, A. 
Smilnak, and P. Peters 

Safe Environment Training is Now Required 
for ALL Liturgical Ministers 

 

*IMPORTANT*  
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:  

Safe Environment Training 
 
 

All choir members, cantors and musicians must be 
Safe Environment trained by March 31, 2026.  

You must register online for this training.  

Upcoming Safe Environment Trainings 
 

Initial Safe Environment Training 

 Tuesday, April 7th: 10:00AM @ Catholic Charities, 
Binghamton  

 Monday, April 13th: 6:00PM @ Our Lady of        
Sorrows, Vestal  

 

Recertification Training 
 Wednesday, April 15th: 6:00PM @ St. James,    

Johnson City 

 Saturday, May 9th: 10:00AM @ Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, Endicott  

 

Pre-registration is required for all sessions. Walk-ins 
and late arrivals will not be permitted. Registration for 
training sessions will close one (1) business day prior to 

the training session. 
 

Register: (www.syracusediocese.org/safe-environment/)  

Ladies of Charity Scholarships 
The Binghamton Chapter of the Ladies of Charity 
awards three $1000 scholarships to high school sen-
iors who plan to pursue a service oriented career 
which specifically has the potential to make a differ-
ence in someone's life.  The scholarship is based pri-
marily on service to church, school and community as 
well as academic achievement and financial need. 
Please see your high school guidance department for 
an application.  Deadline is April 17, 2026.  

Blue Sunday Mass with Bishop Lucia 
Bishop Lucia will celebrate a Healing Mass, Sunday, 
April 26th, Blue Sunday, at 2:00 PM at the Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception in Syracuse. On 
this Sunday, in conjunction with National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, we join with faith commu-
nities across the country in a day of prayer for those 
affected by abuse. We encourage attendance at 
this Mass to pray for those who have been harmed; 
those who have been affected physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually by abuse; and all those who have a role 
in the healing process. 

DeBella Scholarship  
St. Francis of Assisi Finance Committee, in conjunc-
tion with the DeBella Oversight Committee has set 
aside a sum of money to establish the John M. De-
Bella College Scholarships. Four, $500 scholarships 
will be awarded to four seniors from the parish who 
plan to attend college in the fall. Applications for 
these scholarships are available on the tables at the 
rear of the church. The application is also available on 
our website (stfrancisbing.org). Applications are due 
by 4 PM on Thursday, May 28, 2026. (Please note, 
the parish office is closed on Friday.)  In order to be 
eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a 
REGISTERED member of the parish. 



St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

April 11th & 12th, 2026 
 

4:00 Mass   Altar Server McKenzie Murphy 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Kylie Murphy 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server TBD 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Mary Jane Paske 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Deacon Steve 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Larry Koch 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Maria Kirk 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  John Artman 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Brenda Artman 
   
10:30 Mass Altar Server Sienna Cook 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Lucy Drake 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Clara Drake 
10:30 Mass Lector   Jo Ellen Rutherford 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Deacon Steve 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Ann Clune 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Jim Clune 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Ede Blabac 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Anne Wolanski   
————————————————————— 

Children’s Liturgy Schedule 
April 5— ONLINE ONLY 

April 12— Ede and Sarah Blabac 
April 19— Dorene Alecia and Amy Drake 
April 26— Ede Blabac and Melissa Weber 

Question of the Week 
Question for Children: When have you seen 
someone do a good deed for someone else? 
Question for Youth: Jesus’ closest friends 
had trouble believing that the tomb was emp-
ty. Resurrection is surprising. What does Je-
sus’ resurrection mean in your life? 
Question for Adults: Name one way or time 
when you experience the presence of the Ris-
en Christ? Is it at meals? With those whom 
you love? At other times? 

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!* 
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already 
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar 
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar 
servers as we barely have enough to cover the 
masses alone week to week.  
Why altar serve? 
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the       
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit 
still may benefit from the activity that it provides. 
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church      
community and make connections. 
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity 
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church 

Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a         
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the 
church) and drop it in a collection basket. 


