
April 20, 2025 

  St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
  1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901 

Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Brendan Kliment 
Sarah & Mary Bush 
Sacristans 

 
Office Hours: 

 Monday — Thursday: 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: Closed 
 

Confession: 
2nd & 4th Saturday of every 

month at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office 

Phone:  
722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org to view 

our latest Children’s Liturgy.  

We post new videos by 
4:00PM on Saturdays. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  
 
 
 

@stfrancisbing 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel:  

 
 
 

youtube.com/
@stfrancisbing 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community 
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life. 

He is Risen! Happy Easter! 

 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving 
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 1PM—
3PM and 5PM till 7PM (or until all are served). 
We serve anyone who comes, asking only for ID, 
if they have any. As members of SOUTHERN TI-
ER FOOD BANK, we purchase at wholesale (or 
less), providing basic dry or canned goods, fresh 
fruit and   vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats. 
We try to provide 5 days of meals and include 
personal care items also. We operate on 100% 
donations or grants. Our location at the parish 
center means we have most overhead costs cov-
ered. However, we serve over 1500 people, requir-
ing a budget of close to $60,000 a year. PLEASE 
tell anyone you know who is feeling food insecure 
to stop in. If you would like to donate food 
items, they can be left at parish center or food 
barrel in church foyer. Monetary donations can 
be mailed to our parish office or via the online 
giving tab at stfrancisbing.org  
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Saturday, April 19, Holy Saturday 
8:00 p.m.  Liturgy for the People 
Sunday, April 20, Easter Sunday of the Res-
urrection of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.  Liturgy for the People 
10:30 a.m.  Liturgy for the People 
Monday, April 21 
12:00 p.m.  Mary Catherine Cooney by the 
CSJ Associates 
Tuesday, April 22 
8:00 a.m.  Maisie Matteson by St. Francis Spe-
cial Sunshine Committee 
Wednesday, April 23 
NO MASS 
Thursday, April 24 
NO MASS 
Friday, April 25 
NO MASS 
Saturday, April 26, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Mary Lou McGarry by Betsy 
Shields & Family 
Sunday, April 27, Second Sunday of Easter 
10:30 a.m. Lorenzo Altadonna by Family 

Faith Formation 2025  
 

No Faith Formation Happy Easter 
Last Sunday of Faith Formation Grades K-9 April 27th  

Looking Ahead 
Carlo Artuci--Roadmap to Reality. Confirmation Candi-

dates and students in Grades 7-8-9 can attend the April 27th 
4 PM showing. Tickets for  Candidates and students are 
provided by  the parish, others can purchase them through 
Maria Kirk at a discount rate. Contact Maria Kirk 
at MKirk@syrdio.org  for more information. 
First Eucharist will be celebrated on Sunday May 4th at 

10:30 AM Mass. The first 5 pews on either side of the 
church will be reserved for handicapped relatives and fami-
lies of the children receiving their First Eucharist. Mass 
may be a little longer than usual, please plan accordingly. 

Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (04-14-25) 
 

Ordinary Contributions…………………………….....$5,571 
Loose Cash……………………………………………..$405 
Repair & Maintenance……………………………..…...$127 
Catherine's Cupboard………………………………...$1,580 
Catholic Schools…………………………………………$45 
Other………………………………………………….$2,772 
Capital Campaign………………………………………$199 
Total Contributions..………………………………$10,699 

 

Ordinary Expenses...……………………………….....$9,218  
Repair & Maintenance…………………………...……..$136  
Catherine's Cupboard…………………………...……...$589 
Capital Improvements………………………………..$2,140 
Total Expenses...…………………………………...$12,083 
 

TOTAL……...……………………...……..(Loss) —$1,384 
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Happy Easter! 
Easter is a promise of hope. That promise is so        

necessary for us today when we can easily become so 
pessimistic and cynical. The empty 
tomb of Christ’s Resurrection is the 

ultimate sign of hope. 
The Risen Christ’s breathing his peace 
is the grace that enables us to live our 
lives with the belief that    anything is 

possible. 
Easter grace enables us to transform 

our doubts and fears into                
reconciliation, justice, and peace. 

May your celebration of Easter in Christ’s Resurrection 
open your eyes, hearts and spirits to encounter God in 
all of creation and transform your lives in the many 

possibilities we have to realize the hope of resurrection 
in your lives. 

 
— 
 

A Prayer for Easter 

Before the Resurrection, 

So much suffering had to be endured. 

Before the tomb was left behind, 

Death was the harsh reality. 

You call us, O Lord, to recognize 

Both suffering and Easter hope 

Are part of our journey as we follow you. 

You call us to hold, at the same time, 

Both death and new life in our hands, 

So we may be embraced 

By the Paschal mystery 

And thus be renewed 

For the healing work ahead. 

Grant us wisdom, O Lord, 

Grant us Easter grace. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Easter and the Environment 

“He went about doing good” is the fearless testimony 
given by the newly emboldened Peter of Jesus of Naza-
reth, recently condemned as a criminal and shamed on 
the cross to a brutal and dishonorable death. We can al-
most hear the background stirrings from the crowd re-
cently vociferously crying out when questioned by Pon-
tius Pilate: Crucify him, crucify him! Now the whispers 
and murmurings of that same crowd could easily be: 
how could they do this to him, those savage and con-
temptible beasts; not content with stripping us of our 
dignity and self-worth, now they’ve gone and murdered 
our miracle worker. But no, that’s not the script: we who 
are witnesses to the good he did and said now are called 
to give testimony to this new way of being together. Je-
sus did not come to flip the tortilla, to place those who 
were on the bottom on top now. Not at all! He came to 
serve, to take the last place, to invite – not to impose. 
Mary of Magdala’s consternation on seeing the empty 
tomb: “We don’t know where they have put him” is now 
translated into statistics on the increased number of 
those incarcerated, disappeared, deported, denigrated 
and denied. The empty tomb is now the annual census of 
homeless, the rising number of malnourished children. 
He is not here, not in the statistics, not in the reporting, 
not in the indifference or impotence we feel in the face 
of this inhumanity. Christ is not there. For they did not 
yet understand that he had to rise from the dead. The 
meaning of the empty tomb needs translation by Chris-
tian action! Christ has risen! He is alive in all who care 
and share; who reach out and raise up their voice and 
their spirit; in all who forgive and believe in the good-
ness of all of creation; who hold that evil does not reside 
only in others – who we can then desecrate and elimi-
nate. Rather, He is alive in all of us, but no one of us is 
God! All are created in the image and likeness of God 
and all have some good, something of God in us. There 
is no one who has nothing to offer; and we all need oth-
ers. All of today’s readings underscore Jesus’ indescrib-
able metamorphosis from dying to rising. The passage 
from Acts traces his path from being hung on a tree to 
rising to new life. In his first letter to the Corinthians, 
Paul employs the mysterious action of yeast fermenta-
tion, in order to demonstrate that decay often yields 
something new and fresh. While we too are beneficiaries 
of this new life, we are also perpetrators of death, as 
suggested by Pope Francis in Laudato Si'. We are stran-
gling the earth of its life with our garbage; choking the 
atmosphere with our pollution; poisoning water with our 
plastic. “All creation is groaning in labor pains even un-
til now.” (Rom 8:22) The outcome of such a situation is 
in our own hands. We can decide to change our ways of 
consuming, of wasting, of polluting. We can commit 
ourselves to the birth of new life for earth, rather than 
disfigurement and death. The Easter message is a prom-
ise of life, not merely for human beings, but for all of 
creation. God has entrusted us with the fulfillment of 
part of that promise. How open are we to being mid-
wives of new life?  

Earth Day—April 22nd 



Hospital Visitation 

Please remember, if you or another parishioner gets ad-
mitted to one of the local hospitals and you wish to be 
visited by Fr. Tim you MUST to tell someone or call the 
parish center. You should indicate that you are Catholic 
and belong to St. Francis of Assisi parish and that you 
wish to be visited by Fr. Tim or another Clergy member. 

For Potential Godparents and Sponsors  
for Baptisms or Confirmation 

Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a           
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered member 
of St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a letter of certifi-
cation. This is the only way that the Church can verify 
you are a practicing Catholic. Please call Delores at the 
Parish Center (722-4388) for questions. 

DONATION  
PAMPHLET 

Please feel free to take a Cath-
erine’s Cupboard donation 
pamphlet in the back of the 
church or at the parish center. 
This pamphlet has some great 
information about our food 
pantry as well as many easy 

ways to contribute to the pantry. There are numerous 
ways YOU can help those in need right here in our 
community. The pantry relies on people like you to do 
your part! Take or request one to be sent to you! 

1:00—3:00PM 5:00PM—Until Served 

R. Rounds, B. Grace, S. 
Wolf, and C. Woodruff 

N. & D. Oliver, K.     
Dotson, and C. Danoski 

Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution  
Volunteer Schedule 

May 6th 
 

DeBella Scholarship Information 
John M. DeBella College Scholarships have been es-
tablish so that four, $500 scholarships will be award-
ed to high school seniors from St. Francis of Assisi 
parish who plan to attend college in the fall. 
Applications for these scholarships are available on 
the tables at the rear of the church. The application is 
also available on our church website, 
www.stfrancisbing.org/scholarships-forms-and-
contests. Applications are due by 4:00PM on 
Thursday, May 1st. (Please note, the parish office is 
closed on Fridays)  In order to be    eligible for a 
scholarship, applicants must be REGISTERED and 
ACTIVE members of the parish. 

French River Cruise June 2026 
A French river cruise is being planned for June 2026, 
which includes two pre-cruise days in Paris, seven days 
cruising the Rhone River through the French countryside, 
and the option of planning a post-cruise experience on the 
southern coast of France (more information will be com-
ing for post-cruise options). Avalon Waterways River 
Cruises Includes the two pre-cruise days in Paris (with 
train transport to Lyon) in the cost of the trip as well as 
complimentary gratuities, and a $1,125 discount per per-
son for guests in our group.  As in the past, Your Travel 
Concierges will be coordinating the details of our forth-
coming adventure. The link below provides a tremendous 
amount of information (full itinerary, ship information, 
stateroom inventory, pricing and more. Call Diana/Mark/
Lucas at Your Travel Concierges 443-542-0202. 
https://www.2ytc.com/active---discovery-on-the-rh%

C3%B4ne-with-2-nights-in-paris--southbound 

Catherine’s Cupboard: 
Household Items Givaway—DONATIONS 
On MAY 6th Catherine’s Cupboard pantry will be 
holding a household items giveaway. If you have any 
working small appliances, kitchen items, dishes etc 
and would be willing to donate, we would like them. 
Please leave donations at Catherine’s Cupboard 
(located inside St. Francis of Assisi parish center) 
MON—THRU from 8AM—4PM until May 5th. This 
helps our families that stop for food to replenish their 
homes as well. If you would like to volunteer to work 
this event please contact Bev Krinik at 607 725 7645. 

Hillcrest Fire Company: 2025 Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner 

 

On Saturday, May 17th, Hillcrest Fire Company is 
hosting the Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner— 
a heartfelt evening to honor the brave, dedicated vol-
unteers of the Hillcrest Fire Company. Donate a door 
prize and make an impact! To donate or learn more 

call or text April Rauscher (607)743-9722. 

Handicap Access 
During our parish listening sessions last Spring, several of 
us mentioned some questions about handicap access to 
the church. Our Pastoral Council is concerned about ac-
cess to the church, and we are asking the churchgoing 
members of the parish for any additional feedback on 
handicap accessibility. Several years ago, we installed an 
elevator in the front of the church. The elevator stops at 4 
different levels in the church.  
Going from bottom to top: 
1.Downstairs in the church hall 
2.At the front entrance to the church (at street level) 
3.In the cry room on the main floor of the church 
4.In the choir loft. 
In addition, there is an area at the back of the church that 
is available for disabled individuals. We have removed 
half of one of the back pews. This area can easily be bet-
ter identified as an area for people with disabilities. There 
are thoughts about creating space at the front of the 
church to better accommodate people with disabilities. 
We ask for any specific thoughts or ideas about how we 
could improve accessibility for people with disabilities 
please speak to Father Tim, Marge Mangan, Ed White, 
Joe Carpenter or contact the parish office. 



St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

April 26th & 27th, 2025 
 

4:00 Mass   Altar Server Kylie Murphy 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server McKenzie Murphy 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server TBD 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Maria Kirk 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Rosemary Rounds 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Anne Smilnak 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Judy Daniels 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Steve Baxter 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Denise Baxter 
   
10:30 Mass Altar Server Sydney Keough 
10:30 Mass Altar Server William Keough 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Sienna Cook 
10:30 Mass Lector   Toni Robinson 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Catherine Shafer 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Mary Jo Lucas 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Nick Norton 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Mary Mullaney 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Maureen Mizzoni   
————————————————————— 

Children’s Liturgy Schedule 
  

April 20th: ONLINE ONLY (EASTER) 

May 4th: ONLINE ONLY (1st Eucharist) 

May 11th: Ede Blabac & Toni Robinson 

Question of the Week 
Question for Children: What is good 
and new in your life? 
Question for Youth: Resurrection re-
minds us that what looks bad can lead to 
something good. What has resurrected, or 
gone from bad to good, in your life over 
the past year? 
Question for Adults: In what way have 
you risen from "deadness" in your life? 

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!* 
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already 
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar 
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar 
servers as we barely have enough to cover the 
masses alone week to week.  
Why altar serve? 
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the       
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit 
still may benefit from the activity that it provides. 
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church      
community and make connections. 
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity 
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church 

Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a         
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the 
church) and drop it in a collection basket. 


