
Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Sarah Bush/ Calliope Brennan / 
Logan Kliment 
Sacristans 

 
Office Hours: 

 Monday — Thursday: 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: Closed 
 

Confession: 
2nd & 4th Saturday of every 

month at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office 

Phone:  
722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org to view 

our latest Children’s Liturgy.  

We post new videos by 
4:00PM on Saturdays. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  
 
 
 

@stfrancisbing 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel:  

 
 
 

youtube.com/
@stfrancisbing 

  St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901 

 May 03, 2026 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving 
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 1PM—
3PM and 5PM till 7PM (or until all are served). 
We serve anyone who comes, asking only for ID, 
if they have any. As members of SOUTHERN TI-
ER FOOD BANK, we purchase at wholesale (or 
less), providing basic dry or canned goods, fresh 
fruit and   vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats. 
We try to provide 5 days of meals and include 
personal care items also. We operate on 100% 
donations or grants. Our location at the parish 
center means we have most overhead costs cov-
ered. However, we serve over 6200 people, requir-
ing a budget of close to $90,000 a year. PLEASE 
tell anyone you know who is feeling food insecure 
to stop in. If you would like to donate food 
items, they can be left at parish center or food 
barrel in church foyer. Monetary donations can 
be mailed to our parish office or via the online 
giving tab at stfrancisbing.org  
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Saturday, May 2, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m.  Scott Pavlick by Brenda & John 
Artman 
Sunday, May 3, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
10:30 a.m.  Liturgy for the People  -   
First Eucharist 
Monday, May 4 
12:00 p.m. Theodore Schmits by St. Francis 
Special Sunshine Committee 
Tuesday, May 5 
8:00 a.m. T. Peter Zlomek by the Albany 
Province Associates 
Wednesday, May 6 
12:00 p.m. Alice Creech by Mary Frances 
Charsky 
Thursday, May 7 
8:00 a.m.  Mary Lou McGarry by Rose 
Hawkesaw 
Friday, May 8 
Saturday, May 9, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m.  Martha Kostun by Jan & Mike  
Pandich 
Sunday, May 10, Sixth Sunday of Easter 
10:30 a.m.  Liturgy for the People 

Faith Formation 
  

Maria Kirk would like to say, “Thank you so much for 
the flowers and cards and many hugs. It has been both an 
honor and a privilege to serve as the Director Faith For-

mation these past 16 years.” 

Looking Ahead: 
 Baccalaureate Mass will be Sunday, June 7th at the 10:30 

Mass. Information on this event will be mailed soon. 
Graduating Seniors please save the date! 

 

First Eucharist 2026:  
 Congratulations to those who received the Sacrament of 

First Eucharist today! May God bless them on their     
journey forward in faith. 

Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (04-27-26) 
 

Ordinary Contributions…………………………….....$4,066 
Loose Cash………………………………………...…$1,105 
Repair & Maintenance…………………………………..$10 
Catherine's Cupboard……………………………...…$1,976 
Catholic Schools…………………………………………$15 
Other………………………………………………….$2,527 
Capital Campaign………………………………………..$30 
Total Contributions..……………………………….$9,729 

 

Ordinary Expenses...……………………………….....$9,261  
Repair & Maintenance…………………………...……..$449  
Catherine's Cupboard…………………………...……...$791 
Capital Improvements…………………………………,$307 
Total Expenses...…………………………………...$10,809 
 

TOTAL……...……………………...….(LOSS) —$1,080 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

MONDAY, JUNE 29TH  
& TUESDAY, JUNE 30TH 

6:00PM—8:00PM 
St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall 
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PLEASE TELL US THE NAMES & ADDRESSES OF 
SHUT-INS, WE WOULD LOVE TO REACH OUT! 

CALL DELORES AT THE PARISH CENTER  
(607)722-4388 TO LET US KNOW! THANK YOU! 

HELP WANTED: Do you love dirt therapy?  
Come join us Saturday, May 9th at 9:30AM at the Par-
ish Center for those interested in forming and partici-
pating in a St. Francis of Assisi Grounds Committee. 
The Grounds Committee would be tasked to maintain 
the installation of plants seasonally, water, weed, re-
move any invasive plants, prune, fertilize, and other 
tasks needed for general care and maintenance of plant-
ed areas around the church and Parish property. This is 
an opportunity to spend time with each other and God’s 
creations! Special thanks to Bev Krinik who has faith-
fully helped to tend church grounds for many years! 

Outreach Ministries of the Southern Tier 
As many of you know Outreach Ministries provides 
food and clothing to the underserved in Broome County. 
They are open 4 days a week (Mon. Weds. Thurs. Fri). 
Outreach has been lucky to have had a tremendously 
loyal group of volunteers throughout their existence. 
However, as time passes people move on, retire etc. 
Most recently they have seen a couple of key volunteers 
step away. They are actively looking for volunteers to 
help support their important work. If you have some 
time that you could give to support Outreach, please call 
the parish center (607) 722-4388 or call Joe Carpenter 
directly (607) 743-7023. 

On War, Conscience, and  
Our Call to Be a People of Peace 

From Fr. C. Kevin Gillespie, S. J.  
Pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Washington DC 

In recent weeks we have seen much controversy ema-
nating from our nation’s conflict in Iran and the Middle 
East. Catholic leaders, including Pope Leo XIV and our 
own Archbishop McElroy have made strong statements 
against the war. Some have asked: What are we, as 
Catholics, to think? How are we to respond? How do we 
remain faithful amid such complexity?  
 

1. A Moral Framework Rooted in the Gospel   

The Church does not approach war lightly. Across cen-
turies, she has developed a moral tradition that seeks 
both to restrain violence and to uphold justice. This in-
cludes what is often called the “Just War” doctrine, 
which insists that the use of force is subject to rigorous 
conditions of moral legitimacy, such as:  
• A just war is a response to an existing or imminent 

attack, not a preventative action.  
• A just war must have the right intention, not a series 

of ever-changing intentions or objectives.  
• A just war must clearly show that the benefits will 

outweigh the harm which will be done.  
At the same time, the Church never ceases to proclaim 
that peace is not merely the absence of war, but the fruit 
of justice, dialogue, and respect for human dignity. As 
Catholics, our first task is not to adopt positions, but to 
form our consciences in light of the Gospel.  
 

2. Holding Complexity with Humility 
 

War presents moral situations that are rarely simple. 
Faithful Catholics may, in good conscience, arrive at 
different prudential judgments about particular conflicts 
or policies. This does not mean "anything goes." It does 
mean that we approach one another with humility, rec-
ognizing that no single perspective fully captures the 
moral weight of these realities. In a time when many 
voices around us are often loud, the Christian is called to 
be thoughtful, prayerful, and humble.  

Pastoral Council Meeting 
Monday, May 4th 

7:00PM 
Church Hall 

Book Club: “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi 
“Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi is our next Book Club 
selection. It is a story of giving and receiving, of seeing 
and being seen. This is a beautifully crafted novel about 
the power of creative generosity. Copies are available 
at the Parish Center for $10. You can also download it 
on your Kindle. Please read the entire book before our 
discussions on Tuesday, May 19th & 26th at 2 or 7PM.  

Sacred Sites Open House Sunday 
Tour 22 Religious Structures in Broome County 

Sunday, May 17th 
Free and Open to the Public 

Each site has it’s own open house hours 
A program locally sponsored by PAST (Preservation 

Association of the Southern Tier) 
Visit the Preservation Association of the Southern Tier 

Facebook Page for more info. 

Mother’s Day Carnations Sale 
Carnations will be available at the entrances of the 
church after each Mass on Mother’s Day weekend 
(May 09th & 10th). The $1 donation per flower will 
benefit Birthright of Binghamton, a nonprofit volunteer 
organization dedicated to helping pregnant women and 
their babies.   

Prayer for Pope Leo XIV 
Anniversary of His Election (May 8th) 
Oh God, who in Your providential design 

willed that Your Church be built 
upon blessed Peter, whom You set over 
the other Apostles, look with favor, we 

pray, on Leo XIV our Pope 
and grant that he, whom You have made Peter’s      

successor, may be for Your people a visible source and 
foundation of unity in faith and of communion. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
who lives and reigns with You 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen. 



DONATION  
PAMPHLET 

Please feel free to take a Cath-
erine’s Cupboard donation 
pamphlet in the back of the 
church or at the parish center. 
This pamphlet has some great 
information about our food 
pantry as well as many easy 

ways to contribute to the pantry. There are numerous 
ways YOU can help those in need right here in our 
community. The pantry relies on people like you to do 
your part! Take or request one to be sent to you! 

Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution  
Volunteer Schedule 

May 5th 

1:00—3:00PM 5:00PM—Until Served 

R. Rounds, B. Grace, S. 
Wolf, and C. Woodruff 

N. & D. Oliver, K. Dot-
son, and R. Rounds  

*IMPORTANT*  
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:  

Safe Environment Training 
 

ALL Sacristans, Adult Altar Servers, Liturgical       
Ministry Leaders, and Lectors/Readers must be Safe 

Environment Trained by June 30th 
 

CHOIR MUST ALREADY BE TRAINED 

Upcoming Safe Environment Trainings 

Initial Safe Environment Training 

 Wednesday, May 13th: 10:00AM @ St. Francis of 
Assisi, Binghamton 

 Monday, June 1st: 6:00PM @ Our Lady of Sorrows, 
Vestal  

 Saturday, June 13th: 10:00AM @ St. Mary of the 
Assumption, Binghamton   

Recertification Training 
 Saturday, May 9th: 10:00AM @ Our Lady of Good 

Counsel, Endicott 

 Tuesday, May 12th: 10:00AM @ St. Francis of     
Assisi, Binghamton 

 Sunday, June 14th: 1:00PM @ Our Lady of Sorrows, 
Vestal  

 Monday, June 15th: 6:00PM @ St. Mary of the     
Assumption, Binghamton   

 

Pre-registration is required for all sessions. Walk-ins 
and late arrivals will not be permitted. Registration for 
training sessions will close one (1) business day prior to 

the training session. 

Register: (www.syracusediocese.org/safe-environment/)  

DeBella Scholarship  
St. Francis of Assisi Finance Committee, in conjunc-
tion with the DeBella Oversight Committee has set 
aside a sum of money to establish the John M. De-
Bella College Scholarships. Four, $500 scholarships 
will be awarded to four seniors from the parish who 
plan to attend college in the fall. Applications for 
these scholarships are available on the tables at the 
rear of the church. The application is also available on 
our website (stfrancisbing.org). Applications are due 
by 4 PM on Thursday, May 28, 2026. (Please note, 
the parish office is closed on Friday.)  An applicant 
must be a REGISTERED member of the parish. 

TOM NEILSON with Lynn Waldron 
Satire and Social Commentary 

 

2009 Winner, Kerrville Folk Festival 
2007 Winner, South FL Folk Festival 
2015 UN Nelson Mandela Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in Peace & Justice, nomination 
2018, 15, 11, Great Labor Arts Awards 
2019 IMA Song of the Year 
2021 JPF Int’l CD of the Year 
 

Marvelous wit, endlessly creative, the storyteller’s 
storyteller.  
GPUU Prescott, AZ 
Does a great job of reminding people of what is really 
important, & the power of folk music to say it.  
WLRN Miami, FL 
 

Friday, May 8, 2026 
First Congregational Church UCC 

30 Main Street, Binghamton 7:00PM 
 

Donation $10-25 
 

Broome County Veterans for Peace & Peace Action 
607-624-7524 

Catherine’s Cupboard Spring Update 
Spring has arrived and we are so thankful for all we have 
received for Catherine’s Cupboard food pantry. A grant 
of $1,000 from Music for the Mission, extra meat plus 
bread from Good Neighbors of Vestal (food recovery op-
eration), soup from Apple Hills Café, much needed per-
sonal and cleaning supplies from the NYS Moose Associ-
ation, Church of Nazarene, plus another food drive from 
Price Chopper and parishioners who drop off food, per-
sonal/cleaning supplies or monetary donations are all ex-
amples of the generosity we have gotten. Such generosity 
is not only appreciated but very much needed. We have 
been extremely busy, serving average of 80 families eve-
ry time we’re open and we can expect this to increase 
with cuts to the SNAP program and the better weather. 
This past winter we had to purchase meats from the local 
stores due to lack of supply from Food Bank of the South-
ern Tier (freezer break down) so it made a dent in our 
budget but YOU have covered it, so all is steady at the 
moment. THANK YOU, again, so much for your ongoing 
support— we cannot do this important work of providing 
for our neighbors/community without YOUR SUPPORT!  

Offertory Envelope Delay 
Cathedral Letter Concepts (the company that prints and 
sends out our offertory envelopes) sincerely apologizes 
for the delay in us receiving our weekly offertory enve-
lopes for another month. We’re sorry for the inconven-
ience and are working to fix this situation.  



St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

May 9th & 10th, 2026 
 

4:00 Mass   Altar Server Thalia Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Calliope Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Clio Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Maria Kirk 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Deacon Steve 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Kelly Robertson 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Marge Mangan 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Mary Russik 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Nancy Oliver 
   
10:30 Mass Altar Server Daniel Dundon 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Lilly Dundon 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Quin Tallant 
10:30 Mass Lector   Kay & Ed Corcoran 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Deacon Steve 
10:30 Mass EM Host  David Hanzes 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Cherilyn Tallant 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Ann Clune 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Jim Clune  
————————————————————— 

Children’s Liturgy Schedule 
May 3— ONLINE ONLY 

May 10— Maria Kirk and Ede Blabac 
May 17— Sarah and Ede Blabac  

 

Question of the Week 
Question for Children: What are some 
ways that you can act like Jesus would if he 
were in your situation? 
Question for Youth: Jesus is “the way, the 
truth, the life” and he asks us to do as he 
does. How do you try to follow Jesus’ way? 
Question for Adults: How are the promises 
of this Gospel passage made real in your own 
life? How do you experience yourself doing 
greater works than even Jesus did? 

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!* 
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already 
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar 
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar 
servers as we barely have enough to cover the 
masses alone week to week.  
Why altar serve? 
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the       
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit 
still may benefit from the activity that it provides. 
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church      
community and make connections. 
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity 
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church 

Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a         
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the 
church) and drop it in a collection basket. 


