
June 28, 2020 

  St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
  1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith           
community committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.  

 

Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Agnes Miller 
Housekeeping 

Dominick Lomonaco 
Nicholas Norton 
Sacristans 

Office Hours: 
 Monday — Thursday: 

7:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Friday: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office Phone:  

722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

Follow us on FB & Twitter: 
@stfrancisbing 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org to view 

our latest Sunday mass.  

We will be posting new    
videos of our weekend       
liturgies by 4:00PM on     

Saturdays even after our    
reopening. 

 

Also find the videos on our  
Facebook (search 
“@stfrancisbing”) 
Twitter (search 

“@stfrancisbing”) 
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi 

Binghamton) 
 

You can still attend     
weekend mass virtually! 

 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

Our parish pantry is open to anyone in need of 
food. We are open on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of 
the month, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. No requirements 
except to show ID showing who you are. A person 
can come as often as needed. We are here to help, 
not to judge. So please pass the word to anyone 
you think may need assistance. Canned or dry 
goods, plus paper & personal care products 
(toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, 
soap, baby diapers, women’s personal items) 
are always needed and welcome. Drop off in the 
barrel at the church foyer or leave the items in the 
Parish Center.  
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Prayers . . . 
Please remember all of our parishioners who  
are in hospitals and nursing homes and our  
homebound. Also, please pray for our  
deceased parishioners and loved ones,  
especially, Jean Walicke. 

Weekend’s Offering (06-21-20) 
Regular Envelopes……...……...…………...…...$3,899.00 
Loose Collection………………………...………….$78.00 
Electronic Collection……………………………$1,672.00 
Total Collection.....……………..………….…....$5,649.00 

Thank You for your generous contributions! 
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Faith Formation   
 

Although we are no longer having face to face classes 
check you email for links to helpful sites. 

 

VBS will be online!  Watch for EarthKeepers VBS focusing 
on Ladato Si and creation.  Like every year we will have   
Bible Stories and Skits, snacks and crafts!  But this year we 
will also have things you can do in your home and          
backyard!  So grab your family and friends and watch and 
participate in  EarthKeepers VBS anytime in July and        
August! Parents you will be emailed a list of ordinary items 
to have around for snacks and crafts!  COMING SOON!  
 

Saturday, June 27, Vigil of Sunday  
4:00 p.m.  Mary Lou Clendening by Angela 
Miller 
Sunday, June 28, Thirteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  2nd Anniv. John Mando by    
Bonnie & Family 
11:00 a.m.  Lorenzo Altadonna by Family 
Monday, June 29 
12:00 p.m.  Patty Ellis by Friends 
Tuesday, June 30 
8:00 a.m.  Rose & George Wida by Family 
Wednesday, July 1 
12:00 p.m. Vita Mannino by Daughter, Fina 
& Family 
Thursday, July 2 
8:00 a.m.  1st Anniv. Mary Lou Clendening 
by Family 
Friday, July 3 
NO MASS 
Saturday, July 4, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Antonio DeLuca by Family 
Sunday, July 5, Fourteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Celia Worden by Debbie &   
Vincent Ferraro 
11:00 a.m.  1st Anniv. Mary Lou Ekstrom 

Prayer for Healing Victims of Abuse 
 

God of endless love, 
ever caring, ever strong, 

always present, always just: 
You gave your only Son 

to save us by the blood of his cross. 
Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, 

join to your own suffering 
the pain of all who have been hurt 

in body, mind, and spirit 
by those who betrayed the trust placed in them. 

Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters 
who have been gravely harmed, 

and the cries of those who love them. 
Soothe their restless hearts with hope, 
steady their shaken spirits with faith. 

Grant them justice for their cause, 
enlightened by your truth. 

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, 
heal your people’s wounds 

and transform brokenness into wholeness. 
Grant us the courage and wisdom, 

humility and grace, to act with justice. 
Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors. 

Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace in justice. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Bishop’s Letter to the People 
 

Sisters and Brothers in the Lord, 
 

Grace and peace be with you! Today, I write to share 
with you the news that after considerable consultation 
with Diocesan Administration, the Diocesan Finance 
Council, the College of Consultors, the leadership of the 
Diocesan Pastoral Council, and the Priests and Pastoral 
Leaders of the Diocese of Syracuse, I have authorized 
the filing of a Chapter 11 reorganization case for the Ro-
man Catholic Diocese of Syracuse, New York before the 
United States Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of 
New York. 

I have taken this action in light of the financial impact of 
the Child Victims Act (CVA) on the Diocese, as well as 
the economic downturn precipitated by the COVID-19 
pandemic. When I became your Bishop on August 8"' 
last year, it was just before the start of the CVA window 
and I was asked whether the Diocese would have to fol-
low the paths of other dioceses in the United States who 
had made such filings. At the time, my answer was a 
hopeful “No” due to the Independent Reconciliation and 
Compensation Progiam (IRCP) conducted in recent 
years by the Diocese of Syracuse. 

Unfortunately, this has proven not to be the case, and at 
present the Diocese has over 100 lawsuits pending 
against it. This number could grow, especially in view 
of the fact that the CVA window is expected to be ex-
tended until August 2021. Without a reorganization, the 
Diocese and claimants will face a slow, unpredictable 
and costly process that would require years of court in-
volvement. Such a protracted process would delay jus-
tice for the victims and only prolong their pain and suf-
fering. The challenge this situation presents our Diocese 
is simply that one jury award could so diminish our as-
sets that we would have little or nothing with which to 
resolve the other claims or carry on the important minis-
tries of the Diocese. 

From the start of my ministry among you, it has been 
my intent to make reparation to all of the victims of sex-
ual abuse for acts perpetrated against them by clergy, 
employees or volunteers of the Diocese of Syracuse. 
However, the growing number of CVA lawsuits against 
the Diocese presents a risk that those claimants who 
filed suits first or pursued their claims more aggressive-
ly would receive a much greater portion of the funds 
available to pay victims, leaving other claimants 
(potentially, even some who have suffered more) with 
little or nothing. In order to ensure that victim claims are 
treated justly and equitably, I feel it is necessary to enter 
into Chapter 11 where available funds will be allocated 
fairly among all victims in accordance with the harm 
each suffered. 

Continued—-> 

I want to be very clear that this action is not to hinder 
claims by victims of sexual abuse. It is just the oppo-
site! It seeks to establish a process by which claims will 
be treated in a just and equitable way. I know not every-
one will see it in this manner and to those whose 
wounds are opened again or whose faith is shaken be-
cause of these proceedings, I am truly sorry. However, 
since my coming among you, I have not shied away 
from tackling the problems we face as a faith family. 
My approach has been to seek a balance; whether in 
parish planning and re-configuration, dealing with the 
Coronavirus, and now in helping both victims of sexual 
abuse and our Diocese to move forward from this sad 
and painful chapter. 

On the Diocesan web page at www.syrdio.org you will 
be able to find the latest information on the Chapter 11 
proceedings and follow its progression in the days 
ahead. Included will be a quick FAQ sheet to help you 
understand what today’s announcement involves. The 
web page will also link to a report of the Diocese’s re-
sponse to past child sexual abuse claims and the im-
portant work of our Diocesan safe environment pro-
gram. All claims of abuse are decades old, dating back 
from 1950 to the early 1990s. 

It is important to note that it is only the corporation of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse, New York 
that has filed for reorganization before the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court. The parishes within the Diocese, the 
Foundation including the Hope Appeal, Catholic Chari-
ties, Catholic schools, and other entities associated with 
the Catholic Church of Syracuse are separate corpora-
tions and are not directly involved in these proceedings. 

Today’s action will require the Diocese to be under 
court supervision in its Chapter 11 case for many 
months. However, after exhaustive study by myself and 
those in Diocesan Administration, I feel it is the only 
way we can address victims’ claims in the most fair and 
equitable manner, while maintaining the vital ministries 
and mission of the Diocese. 

It is my hope that during this process of reorganization 
and following its completion, we will continue to pray 
for the healing of those who had been harmed during 
this very dark chapter of the Church. As your Bishop, I 
must again, apologize for these heinous acts and ask 
you all to join me in our diocesan commitment that 
these acts will never take place again. 

In this matter, we place ourselves under the loving care 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus praying that He will make 
our hearts more like His through this time of purifica-
tion and reparation. Please know my players for you 
and your loved ones continue and I ask humbly for your 
prayers for me and the Church of Syracuse. 

In the Name of Jesus, 

—Most Reverend Douglas J. Lucia, Bishop of Syracuse 



Catherine’s Cupboard Volunteer Schedule 
Transportation 
Week of June 28th — Michelle Warne 
Week of July 5th — CLOSED Independence Day 
  

Shelving (Mondays) 
June 29th — J. & K. Brady 
July 6th — CLOSED 
 

Distribution 
July 7th — B. Grace, M. Peters, M. Lyons, R. & C. 
Parga, A. Short 

Are you curious about Formation for Ministry 
or Permanent Diaconate?  

 

Online Information Session 

Wednesday, August 5th 

6:30PM—7:30PM  

Register at: http://bit/ly/2020InfoSessions  
or call (315)470-1491 

Announcement on Safe Environment Training 
 

Training sessions remain suspended: 
Safe Environment training sessions will remain           
suspended until further notice.  Individuals who must  
attend either the initial or recertification Safe               
Environment training, except for volunteers with         
suspended Safe Environment credentials, will be given 
additional time to complete the training requirement.  The 
Office of Safe Environment will post the dates of the 
grace period upon the health crisis resolution. 

 
Summer 2020 employees/volunteers working directly 

with youth: 
Online training sessions will be provided to individuals 
who are working directly with youth this summer and 
need to comply with Safe Environment requirements   
before the assumption of duties.  Please have employees 
and volunteers contact Joelle Zarnowski, Safe              
Environment Program Coordinator, by Wednesday, June 
17, 2020 to register for a training session.  Please note 
that online training sessions will not be posted on the  
diocesan website.  Joelle may be reached at 315.470.1421 
or safeenvironment@syrdio.org. Thank you! 

Join Fr. Michael Galuppi & Fr. Chris     
Ballard in the HOLY LAND 

Fr. Michael and Fr. Chris will be leading a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land February 1-12, 2021.  Have you ever 
wanted to walk where Jesus walked?  Have you ever 
wanted to see where the Gospels unfolded and the 
events of our salvation took place?  Visit Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River, the Ju-
dean Desert, the Holy City Jerusalem, and the Dead 
Sea.  $4250 per person includes everything except 
lunch.  And, you may register without a down-
payment until August.  For more information, visit the 
trip website at https://www.travelillume.com/trc/
zhm or call Fr. Michael at 607-748-7417.  

For Potential Godparents and Sponsors  
for Baptisms or Confirmation 

Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a           
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered    
member of St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a   
letter of certification. This is the only way that the 
Church can verify you are a practicing Catholic. Please 
call Delores at the Parish Center (722-4388) for     
questions. 

VIDEOS! FULL MASS & CHILDREN’S 
LITURGY OF THE WORD! 

We would like to remind everyone who may not be 
able or who may still be concerned about attending 
Mass physically, we are still posting our full Sunday 
liturgy videos on our website (stfrancisbing.org), on 
our Facebook page, and on our Twitter page! We will 
continue to do so for the foreseeable future.  
We are also posting Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
for our young parishioners who would certainly bene-
fit from a more comprehensive understanding of the 
readings and the gospel. It’s more fun an interactive 
for children, and a great way to get them engaged in 
Mass and our catholic teachings.  

Instructions for Celebration of the              
Sacraments as Gatherings Resume 

 

In order to permit the celebration of Mass and the       
sacraments in a dignified, safe, and healthy manner, 
each parishioner must do the following: 
—Seek information from his/her parish regarding        
registration for Mass, and policies/ procedures. 
—Remain home if sick, symptomatic, or at risk 
—Wear a face mask in church (required) and, if possible, 
bring personal hand sanitizer 
—Observe the commands on the posted signage and    
follow the directives of ushers 
Be aware that during this period, there will be: 
—No holy water in fonts 
—No offertory procession 
—No passing of the collection basket; baskets will be 
made available for offerings 
—-No hymnals or missalettes (unless your own) 
—No congregating closely in or around the church 
Prepare for the reception of Holy Communion: 
—Masks will be worn by ALL 
—Direction will be provided for those receiving 
—The Precious Blood will NOT be offered 
—Reception will involve: receiving the Body of Christ in 
the hand ONLY, stepping aside, lifting the mask,        
consuming the Eucharist, returning the mask 
 



Question of the Week 
Question for Children: How can 
you live as a follower of Jesus? 
Question for Youth: What does 
Jesus demand of his followers? 
Question for Adults: What does 
this Gospel teach you about the 
cost of discipleship and how does 
it relate to your experience so far? 

St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

July 4th & 5th, 2020 
 

     4:00 P.M. Mass 
    
  Designation ONLY 
   
  8:00 A.M. Mass  
 
  Designation ONLY 
   
  11:00 A.M. Mass  
   
  Designation ONLY 

 
 

Please go online to  
stfrancisbing.org  

to view our latest Sunday mass.  
 

We will continue to post new videos of our    
weekend liturgies by 4:00PM on Saturdays, 
for those who wish to stay home for health 

and safety concerns.  
 

Also find the videos on our  
Facebook (search “@stfrancisbing”) 
Twitter (search “@stfrancisbing”) 

YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi Binghamton) 
 

You can still attend weekend mass         
virtually! 

 
Children’s Liturgy of The Word will be 

posted by Noon on Saturdays! 
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Comments: 
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Deliver 200 copies to St. Francis of Assisi.  
  
 
 


