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St. Francis of Assisi Parish i1s a Eucharistic faith community
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.

Staff
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor
Deacon Stephen Blabac

Delores A. Farwell

Parish Administrative Assistant
Maria Kirk

Director of Faith Formation
Joseph Carpenter

Parish Business Administrator
Suzanne Ekstrom

Parish Media Manager

Edmund Savo

Organist

Fred Hazlett
Maintenance/Groundskeeper
Tina Silvestri
Housekeeper

Brendan Heaney
Nicholas Norton

Sacristans

Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday:
7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Friday: Closed

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388
Faith Formation Office Phone:

722-4177
E-mail:
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org

Website:
www.stfrancisbing.org

Follow us on FB & Twitter:
(@stfrancisbing

Please go online to
stfrancisbing.org to view
our latest Sunday mass.
We will be posting new
videos of our weekend
liturgies by 4:00PM on
Saturdays even after our
reopening.

Also find the videos on our
Facebook (search
“@stfrancisbing”)

Twitter (search
“@stfrancisbing”)
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi
Binghamton)

You can still attend
weekend mass virtually!
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Weekend’s Offering (06-27-21)

Regular Envelopes...........cocovvviiiiiniiiinene. $2,562.00
Loose Collection..........covveiiiniiiiiiieanenn. $291.00
Electronic Collection...........coevveeiiiniiininnn.. $1,757.00
Total Collection............ovvvviiiiiiiiiinin. . $4,610.00

Thank You for your generous contributions!

Saturday, July 3, Vigil of Sunday

4:00 p.m. 2" Anniv. Mary Lou Ekstrom by
Family

Sunday, July 4, Fourteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People

11:00 a.m. Bob Shields by Bea & Bob
Grace

Monday, July 5

NO MASS

Tuesday, July 6

8:00 a.m. Joseph Walters by Family
Wednesday, July 7

12:00 p.m. Antonio De Luca by Family
Thursday, July 8

8:00 a.m. Jean Julian by the Youket Family
Friday, July 9

NO MASS

Saturday, July 10, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. Bernadette Keough by John &
Peg Munson

Sunday, July 11, Fifteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Matt Donovan by Family
11:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People

Vacation Bible School

All students entering Grades 1-5 are
29, welcome to join us!
: Monday, August 9th — Friday,
August 13th
9 am — 12 noon
St. James School Gym
Cost: There is no fee!
(Registration form is needed by
August 4th so we can plan
accordingly)
Students entering Grade 6 -- adults
can help as volunteers!

Go to St. Francis of Assisi Website and follow the links to
register by mail or online. Hard copies of registration
paperwork can be found on the ushers stands in the back of

the church.

Virtual Vacation Bible School! P

St. Francis of Assisi Peace Lab Vacation c
Bible School will be on our website ‘@,
stfrancisbing.org by July 12th. Stay tuned
for more information!

Catherine’s Cupboard

Our parish pantry is open to anyone in need of
food. We are open on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of
the month, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. No requirements
except to show ID showing who you are. A person
can come as often as needed. We are here to help,
not to judge. So please pass the word to anyone
you think may need assistance. Canned or dry
goods, plus paper & personal care products
(toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant,
soap, baby diapers, women’s personal items) are
always needed and welcome. Drop off in the barrel
at the church foyer or leave the items in the Parish
Center.

Green Apple Award

St. Francis of Assisi Faith Formation received the Green
Apple Award for the Laudato Si (Earth Day) lessons
presented by Nora Bush on April 18th and 25th. The award
was presented by Theresa May, Western Region Director
of Faith Formation and member of the Laudato Si committee
in our diocese. This award is given to school and parish
Faith Formation Programs in the Diocese of Syracuse and
Ogdensburg for their promotion and commitment to
Pope Francis' encyclical | eaaess [ S
stressing the importancel

of caring for our
Common Home.
Congratulations!

| Faith Formation

Prayers...
Please remember all of our parishioners who are
in hospitals and nursing homes and our
homebound. Also, please pray for our deceased
parishioners and loved ones especially,

Phillip Casiuk.
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July 4th Reflection

Thanks for Freedom

Celebrate your freedom today! Bask in the light of
God's grace that offers you freedom from bondage of
sin. How shall you celebrate? Why not resolve to share
the good news that there is freedom in Christ with
someone and above all to thank God the next time you
attends church.

Celebrate the fact that America is a free country and that
you have been gifted with everything you have, includ-
ing liberty and the pursuit of happiness. How shall you
celebrate? After thanking God for the gift of being able
to live in America, resolve to be more informed and in-
volved in your own government— whether that be local
town council or voting in the next election. Celebrate by
using your freedom!

A Blessing for America

Holy God, we have gathered this day with joy to cele-
brate and give thanks for America and your abundant
blessing of America. May we never know a day in
which America is not blessed. Continue to give us your
blessing. God, bless America.

Ll

Bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-
truths, and superficial relationships so that we may
seek truth boldly, love fearlessly, and live from
deep within our hearts.

Bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, preju-
dice, and exploitation of people so that we may
work for justice, freedom, and peace among all
people.

Bless us with indifference to race, nationality, and
religion so that we may break down the walls that
separate us and be united as one people.

Bless us with sorrow for our misdoings, our inju-
ries to others, and the misuse of our freedom so
that we may seek peace, make amends, and heal
broken relationships.

Bless us with tears to shed for all who suffer pain
or loss, for the poor, the hungry, the homeless, for
refugees, and for the victims of violence and war
so that with generosity and compassion we may
reach out our hands to care for and comfort them
and turn their sorrow into joy.

Bless us with enough foolishness to believe that
we can make a difference in our country and the
world so that we may do what others claim cannot
be done.

(Adaptation and supplementation of “A Franciscan
Blessing”)

Bless us and keep us; make your face shine upon us, and
be gracious to us; life up your countenance upon us, and
give us peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

God, bless America. Amen.

Important Changes Ahead...

This past December, Fr. Frank Kocik died and with that
there will be some changes. In 2004, Fr. Kocik came to
St. Mary of the Assumption and St. Paul, and had been
a great help to Fr. Jon Werner. Since his death, Fr. Wer-
ner has been celebrating and serving the two parishes
with little or no assistance. Our parish of St. Francis of
Assisi is part of the Pastoral Care Area (PCA) with St.
Mary’s and St. Paul’s. Presently there are 8 masses on
the weekend celebrated in our PCA. We are being en-
couraged to do more together in a collaborative spirit.
Our trustees from our parishes have met, and it was
decided that a revision to our present mass schedules
in our parishes have to change. Why? Because there
are no other priests available when one of the pastor’s
get sick, or takes a weekend off for retreat or vacation.
So each of the three parishes will have 2 masses, which
can be covered by one priest when the need arises.

The new schedule being proposed to start the
weekend after Labor Day (September 11/12) is as
follows....

St. Francis of Assisi:
St. Paul’s:

4:00PM (Vigil)
5:30PM (Vigil)

St. Mary of the Assumption: 7:30AM
St. Paul’s: 9:00AM
St. Francis of Assisi: 10:30AM

St. Mary of the Assumption: 12:00PM (Noon)

Moving Forward
We are moving forward with our church restoration,
and have made a decision to have the Ritterbeck Paint-
ing Company from Moosic, PA to do our upcoming
work. We did have the input of other businesses, and all
gave some very exciting renderings on what they saw
could be done to our interior workshop space. A group
of about 8 from the parish did make a trip to St. Mary’s,
in Hamilton, NY to view the work done to their church
by one of our candidates. After much discussion we
came to view what Bob & Ryan Ritterbeck had offered
would fit well to what we envision.
For four generations of Ritterbeck Painting has been
entrusted with the responsibility of painting and deco-
rating many churches in the Northeast. The Dioceses’ of
Philadelphia, Allentown, Scranton, and Syracuse, have
called upon their expertise to either restore churches to
their original grandeur or to bring a new beauty to the
church environment. There is still a ways to go before
actual work will be done. If you would like to see some
of their work or know more go to their website
www.ritterbeck.com
Continue to pray for the success of our project!

For Potential Godparents and Sponsors
for Baptisms or Confirmation

Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered member
of St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a letter of cer-
tification. This is the only way that the Church can veri-
fy you are a practicing Catholic. Please call Delores at
the Parish Center (722-4388) for questions.




Catherine’s Cupboard Volunteer Schedule
Transportation
NO TRANSPORTATION
Shelving (Mondays)
NO SHELVING
Distribution
July 6th— K. & T. Barnhart, M. Hayes

TOTUS TUUS

Parish Summer Mission Program
p OFFICE OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
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TOTUSTUUS
Attend Totus Tuus for Summer 2021!

Totus Tuus is a summer Catholic youth program un-
like any other! Totus Tuus is dedicated to sharing the
Gospel and promoting the Catholic faith through
evangelization, discipleship, Christian witness, and
Eucharistic worship.

Who? 1st—o6th Graders during the day program from
9:00am—3:00pm Mon.-Fri.
7th—12th Graders for the evening program 6:30pm—
9:00pm, Sun.-Thurs.

When? Sunday, July 25th—Friday, July 30th
Where? St. Patrick’s Church, Binghamton

St. Patrick, Binghamton

Register today at:
syracusediocese.org/totus-tuus

14th Week in Ordinary Time:
Justice Challenge

July 14th is the feast day of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha,
the patron of the environment and ecology. She was from
an Algonquin tribe that bad been hit with a small pox epi-
demic which took the lives of her family. As a teen, she
was introduced to scripture by missionaries and she was
baptized. She led a very prayerful life devoted to the Eu-
charist and to serving others. Some in her tribe ridiculed
her and she endured great suffering for her faith, yet she
never wavered in her beliefs. Your justice challenge this
week is to take a step out in faith like Kateri. Talk with a
friend or someone in your family about your faith. Share
what is important to you about it and then encourage
those you talk with to do the same. You may be laughed
at or ridiculed, or you may be surprised by a warm recep-
tion. Whatever the response, thank God in prayer for the
opportunities you have to bring the good news to others
and continue to be a living witness of your faith.

Job Opportunity: Our Lady of Sorrows

Our Lady of Sorrows in Vestal is looking to hire a part
-time custodian, 25 hours per week (including week-
ends & some holidays) with a tentative start date in
August. This person would be responsible for general
upkeep of our Parish Campus, including inside janito-
rial duties as well as outside maintenance and snow
removal. If you are interested, please email your
resume and cover letter to Father Donovan at
jpdonovan@syrdio.org.

Why Volunteer?
There are so many reasons to volunteer:

Tt Lets you share your knowledge and talents.

t Provides opportunities for making many new

friends.

Tt Brings the special fulfillment that comes only from
helping others.

T Helps you “get outside” yourself and put your own
problems — even grief — in perspective.

t Allows you to polish old skills and learn new ones.

Tt Lets you “repay” an organization that has helped

you or someone you love.

So, go out and give volunteering a try!

Devotions to St. Ann
The Church of the Holy Trinity in Binghamton is once
agin offering annual devotions to St. Ann, July 24, 25, 26.
Each evening will be led by guest homiliest, Deacon
James Tokos. The schedule is as follows
July 24: 7PM-Eucharistic Holy Hour with Benediction:
homily theme is “His Holy Church”
July 25: 7PM-Vespers; homily theme is “Holy Good
News”
July 26: 7PM-Solemn Mass of St. Ann, followed by a
reception.
There will be the Angelus prayer to begin each evening.
Veneration of the relic of St. Ann will take place at the
end. For more info call the parish office at 724-1372.

Annual Knights of Columbus 11403
Tom Mangan Golf Tournament

Sunday, July 25th
Genegantslet Golf Club
1:00 pm shotgun start

Captain & Crew format. All are welcome.
Cost: $80/player, $320/team
Dinner Only: $25/person
All checks payable to “KofC 11403 and may be mailed
or delivered to the parish center with the list of your
team.

Any questions please contact
Larry Koch @ 607-237-1300
Or Marge Mangan @ 607-725-2368




St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers
July 10th & 11th, 2021

4:00 P.M. Mass

Designation ONLY
8:00 A.M. Mass

Designation ONLY
11:00 A.M. Mass

Designation ONLY

Please go online to
stfrancisbing.org
to view our latest Sunday mass.

We will continue to post new videos of our

weekend liturgies by 4:00PM on Saturdays,

for those who wish to stay home for health
and safety concerns.

Also find the videos on our
Facebook (search “@stfrancisbing”)
Twitter (search “@stfrancisbing”)
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi Binghamton)

You can still attend weekend mass
virtually!

Children’s Liturgy of The Word will be
posted by Noon on Saturdays!

Question of the Week

Question for Children: What helps
you have deeper faith in Jesus?
Question for Youth: When have you
struggled to speak the truth among
your friends? What makes this diffi-
cult? What are the consequences?
Question for Adults: Name a time
when you placed your trust in God
even though those around you did not
believe.




END OF BULLETIN

CHURCH NAME: St. Francis of Assisi
CITY, STATE: Binghamton, NY

FILE NAME: 06-168

PHONE: 607-722-4388

Contact: Delores A. Farwell or Sue Ekstrom
Comments:

Bulletin copy for July 4th, 2021

Deliver 250 copies to St. Francis of Assisi.
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God is the current of life
“Fach one of us is merely a small
instrument. When you look at the

inner workings of electrical

\? things, often you see small

and big wires, new and old,
cheap and expensive lined
up. Until the current passes
through them there will be
no light. That wire is you and
me. The current is God.”
0 Mother Teresa

Saying “no” is not a
sin

Saying "no” is hard for
many of us. Not wanting to
let anyone down, we say “yes”
until we are overburdened,
frustrated, and unhappy.
Remember it is not a sin to say
“no.” God needs workers, but
He wants the willing, joyful
kind. Our “yes” should come
from a heart enthusiastic
about doing His work.

“You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all
your mind. This is

the great and first
commandment”

(Matthew

22:37-40).

© Copyright 2021 Success Publishing & Media, LLC All Rights Reserved

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Rev. Timothy J. Taugher, Pastor

Love one another, es;pecially those
who are different

In a time of widening political and
cultural divides, it can be easy to lose
sight of the dignity of people different
from ourselves. Yet, as Catholic
Christians, we know that Jesus asks
that we see everyone as family.
“Love one another with
brotherly affection;
outdo one another
in showing
honor”
(Romans
12:10).

Treat others
with kindness, I\
not because they
are kind, but because you are. It's easy
to be kind to those we love and respect.
It's critical to be kind to people we don’t
like or don't know. Kindness is best
offered when nothing is expected in
return.

Don’t build yourself up by making
others look small. No one is impressed

by a bully. Treat all of God's children
with honor, love, and respect.

Practice empathy. People’s reactions
tend to reflect their circumstances.
Avoid judging and instead offer the
consideration you'd like
to receive.

Meet in
person instead

of online.
Social media
makes it easy to
stay in touch but
it's also the quickest
way to damage
relationships. Choose to meet in person
when possible. In person or online, we
must be wise in the words we use.

Forgive those who have hurt you,
help those who need you. Treat all
people - including yourself - with Jove
and compassion. When we treat people
the way we want to be treated, life will
instantly get better.

Prayer is our response Lo
God's invitation: “Whether we
realize it or not, prayer is the
encounter of God's thirst with
ours. God thirsts that we may
thirst for him” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC), #2560).

That encounter is our
connection to God, who

Why do Catholics pray?

created us and wants to have a close,
personal relationship with us. Our
relationship with Him is nurtured
and strengthened through prayer -
raising our hearts and minds to
God ..." (CCC, #2559).
It is through prayer and in

and love Him best.

( / / prayer that we come to know

295710
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Welcome back to Mass!

Now that many dioceses across the

country have reinstated the obligation to
attend Mass, we once again honor Sunday
as a celebration of the living presence of

Jesus in the midst of His people.

Meet Him in the flesh. The Eucharist is
the body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus

Christ. There is no substitute for taking
Him into our bodies to feed our souls,

Receive His protection. Divine love and
protection are showered on God's children
through the supernatural gift of grace. The

more open we are (o it - by actively participating
in Mass - the more we enjoy the benefits.

Love Him back. The Third Commandment
requires that we designate Sunday as our day to
honor God. Mass is the most important way we
fulfill our obligation to show gratitude to God. “If
you love me you will keep my commandments” (John
15:15).

If you are worried about your exposure to
disease in church, consult your physician and
your pastor for advice on extra protections you
can take.

from

cripture

This Gospel passage records the
miracle of the multiplication of the
loaves and the fishes. The crowds
following Jesus were hungry, so Jesus
asked Philip where they could get
enough food. Philip calculated that
two hundred days’ wages still wouldn't
buy enough food for them. Like
Philip, we face problems that seem

intimidated.

The Apostle, Andrew, (
wenl a step further
than Philip; he found
the boy with five loaves of barley bread
and two fish. The boy, in turn, offered
to Jesus what little he brought - all of
it. What a surprise when Jesus fed the

John 6:1-15; Loaves and
fishes

five thousand “as much...as they
wanted.” Even after they'd
had their fill of bread,

there were still twelve
wicker baskets left over!
God can't be outdone in
generosity.

When we are faced
with many problems
atonce, it can be
overwhelming. It's
easy to react like

Philip and give up
hope. While on our
own, we may not have

much to offer, if we offer what we have

to God, He can do something amazing
with it.

What is expected of
& Catholics?

A

Every household has basic ground
rules: “Be respectful,” “Clean up your
messes,” etc. This way, everybody
benefits. Like every family, the Catholic
Church has “house rules” as well:

Come home every weekend: “You
shall attend Mass on Sundays and on
holy days of obligation and rest from
servile labor.” God wants to see us back
in person - often!

Take responsibility: “You shall confess
your sins at least once a year.” Since
we are prone to sin, we're obligated to
reconcile with God at least once a year.

Reconnect: “You shall receive the
sacrament of the Eucharist at least

Feasts &
Celebrations

July 16 - Our Lady of Mount Carmel
(1251). Carmelite tradition holds that
Our lady appeared to St. Simon on
Mount Carmel and gave him a scapular.
Wearing one has become a popular way
to honor the Blessed Mother.

July 22 - St. Mary Magdalene (1st
century). Mary Magdalene was the
woman from whom Jesus expelled
seven demons in St. Luke's gospel
(Luke 8:2). She helped to support
Jesus’ ministry out of her own money
and stood by the Cross of Jesus with
his mother. Known as the “Apostle to

the Apostles,” Mary was the one who
first informed the Apostles of Jesus’
Resurrection.

July 25 - St. James (1st Century).
When Jesus called St. James and his
brother, John, to become apostles, they
left their father in a fishing boat on
the Sea of Galilee. St. James was one
of three apostles (o witness
Jesus’ transfiguration,
the raising of Jairus’
daughter, and
the agony in
Gethsemane.
St. James was
the first of the
apostles to be
martyred.

)

Q)

(=]

during the Easter season.” In the
Eucharist, Jesus nourishes us with his
Body and Blood at every Mass!

Practice detachment: “You shall
observe the days of fasting and
abstinence established by the Church.”
Fasting helps us free our hearts for Cod'’s
love.

Help around the house: “You shall
help to provide for the needs of the
Church.” Whether we donate money,
time or resources, every little bit helps.
(CCC, #2042-2043)
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‘To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
htp://www.infaithpublishing.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the
Reussed Stundard Version and the New American Bible -
Revised)
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