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St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.

Staff Please go online to
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor Office Hours: stfrancisbing.org to view
Deacon Stephen Blabac Monday — Thursday: our latest Children’s Liturgy.
Delores A. Farwell 7:30 am to 4:30 pm We post new videos by
Parish Administrative Assistant Friday: Closed 4:00PM on Saturdays.
Maria Kirk
Director of Faith Formation Confession: Follow us on Facebook
Joseph Carpenter 2nd & 4th Saturday of every
Parish Business Administrator month at 3:00 pm in the Church
Suzanne Ekstrom £ 1.
Parish Media Manager Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 @stfrancisbing
gdmund Savo Faith Formation Office Subscribe to our YouTube

reanist Phone: Channel:
Fred Hazlett - ’
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 122-41717
Tina Silvestri E-mail:
Housekeeper hinoevrdi
Brendan Kliment stfran01sb1ng@syrdlo.org youtube.com/
Sarah & Mary Bush Website: @stfrancisbing
Sacristans www.stfrancisbing.org
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Saturday, September 7, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. 1* Anniv. Lucille Lovaglia by
Karen & Aaron Archer

Sunday, September 8, Twenty-Third
Sunday in Ordinary Time

10:30 a.m. John & Mary Zulko by Family
Monday, September 9

NO MASS

Tuesday, September 10

NO MASS

Wednesday, September 11

NO MASS

Thursday, September 12

NO MASS

Friday, September 13

NO MASS

Saturday, September 14, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. George Koons by Family
Sunday, September 15, Twenty-Fourth
Sunday in Ordinary Time

10:30 a.m. Living & deceased members of
the Legos Family by Mary & Vince

De Ninis

September 08, 2024
Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (09-03-24)

Ordinary Contributions
Loose Cash

Repair & Maintenance
Catherine's Cupboard
Catholic Schools
Votive Candles

Total Contributions

Ordinary Expenses
Repair & Maintenance
Catherine's Cupboard
Votive Candles

(Loss) —$1,339
Please help keep our Parish going!

Confirmation 2024 Update

Final Confirmation Session, rehearsal, and luncheon will
be held on Sunday, September 22nd beginning at 9AM.
Candidates, sponsors, and families will be celebrating Mass
together. This Mass will also be for AJ Presto's continued
recovery.

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated on
Sunday, October 6th at the 10:30AM Mass.

Catherine’s Cupboard

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from S till 7
(or until all are served). We serve anyone who
comes, asking only for ID, if they have any. As
members of SOUTHERN TIER FOOD BANK,
we purchase at wholesale (or less), providing
basic dry or canned goods, fresh fruit and veg-
etables, dairy, and frozen meats. We try to pro-
vide 5 days of meals and include personal care
items also. We operate on 100% donations or
grants. Our location at the parish center means we
have most overhead costs covered. However, we
serve over 1500 people, requiring a budget of
close to $60,000 a year. PLEASE tell anyone you
know who is feeling food insecure to stop in. If
you would like to donate food items, they can
be left at parish center or food barrel in church
foyer. Monetary donations can be mailed to our
parish office or via the online giving tab at
stfrancisbing.org

Faith Formation 2024 Update!

tFaith Formation information has been distributed by email,
website, and USPS. Please take some time to read through
the information and return your registration form ASAP. If
you are new to St. Francis of Assisi or did NOT receive the
mailing please feel free to download it on our website,
www.stfrancisbing.org or pick up a copy on the usher's
table by the church entrance.

*tChildren's Liturgy of the Word can always be found in
video format on our website, but will resume in person as
well when Faith Formation begins. However, you can pick
up a Children Celebrate Flyer in the bulletin boxes at
the main entrance of the church.
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*ATTENTION: Lectors, EMs & Altar Servers*
It is time again to make the schedule for October, November,
and December 2024. If there are weekends when you are not
available to Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or Altar Serve, let
us know. Call Ed and Cindy White at 607-648-2784 or by
cell 607-206-3469 BEFORE SEPTEMBER 9TH!

SATURDAY ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED
We are always in need of more Lectors, Eucharistic Minis-
ters and Altar Servers. However, we are especially in need of
Altar Servers for our Saturday, 4:00PM Masses. Please con-
tact Ed and Cindy White if you can serve on Saturdays.
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TO HOPE AND ACT WITH CREATION TOGETHER IN HOPE:
SEASON OF CREATION 2024 2024 ANNUAL HOPE APPEAL

Pope Francis announced that Season of Creation 2024
started September 1 and ends on October 4, the Feast of
St. Francis of Assisi, will focus on the theme: "To Hope
and Act with Creation." Love and hope for each other
and for God's creation need to be central to our Chris-
tian lives.
Lord God, help all of us to continue to find love and
hope more fully in our lives ahead! Which beautiful
wonders bring love, hope and/or joy to your heart? A
smiling child or grandchild; waves at a beach, or
clouds enhancing a sunset, seeing people or animals
playing, or relaxing in outdoor space. Lord God, may
we find more regularly in our lives a new sense of joy
for creation and for our human family!! All of life is
a gift from our loving, generous God to be treasured.
When we accept and believe that all life is a gift, we
are transformed, and the way we see, and the way we
act will change. As we become more engaged as a tes-
timony to God's power, God's overflowing love and
hope will more fully enter our lives so it can spill out
into all of creation!
We as parishioners can join with the universal Church
during this Season of Creation 2024 to help nurture
hope among our family, friends, neighbors, and other
communities.

An evening with Mary Jo McConahay discussing
her book
Playing God: American Catholic Bishops
and the Far Right

2023-24 Fr. Mychal Judge Award & Lecture Series

Thursday, September 12th at 7:00PM in the Parish
Hall we will be hosting prominent Catholic journalist,
Mary Jo McConahay. She will give a presenta-
tion based on her book “Playing God, American Catho-
lic Bishops and the Far Right” . ,

AED Training Session

Tuesday, September 10th @ 10:00 AM
St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall
It is a 2 to 3 hour session.

The people who have expressed interest are:
Nancy & Dave Oliver, Tom & Theresa Tiffany, Mary
Russik, Barb Brozovic, Dennis Feheley, Kay Corco-
ran, Bernie O'Neil, and Joe Carpenter

Open to anyone willing to be trained to operate an
AED.

As you may already know from your mail that our An-
nual Diocesan Hope Appeal has started. The Hope Ap-
peal is our Syracuse Diocesan annual giving campaign
with a goal of $4.7 million. This $4.7 million is used to
fund the operation of 27 different organizations under
the umbrella of the diocese. Some of these include Cath-
olic Charities, Catholic Schools, Tuition Assistance,
Faith Formation. A large percentage of the funding for
these 27 organizations arrives through the generosity of
the almost 200,000 Catholics in the Syracuse Diocese.
Usually, our parish goal for this campaign is $44,000.
Every year 150 of our parishioners of St. Francis of As-
sisi, donate to the Hope Appeal, and I am grateful for
their generous support. Yet, we yearly fall short of this
required donation by $10,000 to $ 15,000. This year we
have had a significant change in our parish goal. Since
we have fallen short for the past 3 years our goal this
year is $30.684.00. This makes a big difference, and I
believe this goal is one we can make. In the past we
have had to dip into our accounts to make up the differ-
ence. My hope this year is that we can increase the num-
ber of parishioners donating by 30% or about 45 new
donors. If you think you could increase what you have
pledged in the past that would be tremendous. This in-
crease would result in the parish reaching our required
donation and avoid dipping into our parish savings to
fund the shortfall. If we surpass the goal asked of us,
then any amount of money over is returned to the parish.
What a great benefit for us as a parish. Next weekend I
am happy to have Beth Hoey, Executive Director of the
Hope Appeal, here with us to speak at our masses. I be-
lieve Beth can express how necessary this is for both our
diocesan and parish mission. Also, she can meet after
the masses in our church hall to answer questions you
may have about the Hope Appeal. May I suggest you
hold this prayer in your heart. Loving God, as we seek
to be firm in faith and active in charity, give us the
strength of spirit as a diocesan family to be together in
hope for one another and for our neighbors. Keep
safe, O God, those we will serve through the 2024
Hope Appeal, and all who so generously support our
mission to serve the People of God. All glory be to you
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Jesus for President!!!

Yes, you read it right!!! Jesus for President! is the title
of our book for another book club. Written by Shane
Clairborne and Chris Haw, they attempt to awaken the
Christian political imagination, reminding us that our
ultimate hope lies not in partisan political options but in
Jesus and the incarnation of the peculiar politic of the
church as a people "set apart" from this world. Given the
polarization and partisanship we are experiencing, this
book can help us focus on the values of the Gospel.
Looking forward to starting on Tuesday, September
17th. You can participate in either the afternoon 2pm
discussion, or at 7pm discussion. Will be gathering at
the parish center. Book cost is $10.




Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution Red Mass
Volunteer Schedule Since the Middle Ages, the Church has celebrated what
has come to be known as the Red Mass for attorneys and
September 17th— A. & S. Faughnan and K. & T judges. This Mass offers an opportunity for those who
work in the administration of the legal and justice com-
DONATION munity to reflect on the God-given power and responsibil-
ity of those in the legal and justice community and to ask
PAMPHLET for guidance of the Holy Spirit in their endeavors. The
Catherine’s  Cupboard Red Mass also honors and celebrates those attorneys in
donation pamphlet in the | ©UT local community who have passed away since our last
back of the church or at | cclebration. A celebration of this Mass in the Southern
Region of the Diocese will be held on Thursday, Octo-
ber 3. 2024, 12:00 pm_at St. Patrick's Church, Bing-
hamton. Please join Bishop Douglas J. Lucia and other
food pantry as well as local clergy in this celebration. All who are involved in

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD many easy ways to con- the legal and justice community are invited to attend.

tribute to the pantry. There are numerous ways YOU | 23,4 Sunday in Ordinary: Creation Care Tip
can help those in need right here in our community. “Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God
The pantry relies on people like you to do your part! h " n 1h 1d 10 be rich in faith and to b
Take one or request one to be sent to you! chosen the poor in the wortd 1o be rici in Jaith and to be
heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who
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the parish center. This
pamphlet has some great
information about our

Thanksgiving Basket Sign-Ups love him?” —James 2:5. Pope Francis points out repeated-
(Catholic Charities of Broome County in ly in his encyclical Laudato Si’ that environmental degra-
collaboration with United Way’s 211) dation affects the poor and vulnerable the most. What can
Beginning Wednesday, September 11th you do this week to offer special protection or care to the
Sign-ups will be held by calling 211 poor who are suffering from extreme weather events or
Or by calling 1-800-901-2180 other environmental impacts (lack of clean drinking wa-
Ending Friday, October 25th, 2024 ter, crowded and unsanitary living conditions, etc.)?

(During regularly scheduled business hours: Monday—Friday
7:30AM—4:30PM)

tIndividuals and families living in Broome County
will have the opportunity to sign-up for a Thanks-
giving basket.

tEach household will receive a confirmation number
from 211. The confirmation number will be needed
to pick up the basket. Contest is open to all public or

tAll families signed-up for a basket will receive in- private school Catholic students
formation about the date, time and location of the
basket pick up 1 to 2 weeks prior to Thanksgiving

Bishop James Moynihan Pro-Vita Scholarships
For High School Seniors

Presented by Bishop Lucia in January 2025

in the Syracuse Diocese.

Day. Families should expect to pick up their baskets SIS

the weekend of November 23rd to November 24th. essay, song, music, photos, or
TOne Thanksgiving basket will be provided per art (limit to 2 minutes or

household. Please have information on hand for eve- 500 words).

ry person within the household prior to making the

211 call.
submissions by

HAVE YOU LOST A LOVED ONE? December 13, 2024.
A journey from grief to healing

For those who are living through the loss of a loved e . -
one, our highly successful support group provides a - Dubep Moyt treyin o o TR
safe space to share ideas, thoughts and experiences
that can lead to healing. This is one of life’s most
difficult journeys and there is no need to travel it
alone. New knowledge, skills and perceptions can
ease your way to move on without your loved one.

Scan the QR Code to send

~ Awards:
Two - $1000 and One - $500 Scholarships

*must be used for college tuition or book

This 9 week program will begin on Monday, Based on answering: .%
September 9th from 6 to 7:30 pm at St. Francis of W08 hw are vou Pro-L.L R
Assisi Parish Center. Seating is limited so please ) W o o

register early. For more information and to register, How will You help build a culture of life?
please call Ginny Thompson at 607-222-1621 and
leave a message if necessary.



St. Francis of Assisi Lectors.

Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers

September 14th & 15th, 2024

4:00 Mass Altar Server Kylie Murphy
4:00 Mass Altar Server McKenzie Murphy
4:00 Mass Altar Server TBD

4:00 Mass Lector Kathleen Tate

4:00 Mass EM Host Judy Daniels

4:00 Mass EM Host Beatrice Grace
4:00 Mass EM Host Robert Grace

4:00 Mass EM Cup Peggy Munson
4:00 Mass EM Cup Maria Kirk

10:30 Mass  Altar Server Abraham Watkins
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Alexander Watkins
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Natalie Miller
10:30 Mass  Lector Maureen Mizzoni
10:30 Mass EM Host Catherine Shafer
10:30 Mass EM Host Virginia Thompson
10:30 Mass EM Host Patrick Doyle
10:30 Mass EM Cup Mary DeNinis
10:30 Mass EM Cup Suzanne Carr

Children’s Liturgy of the Word Schedule

ONLINE ONLY

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!*
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar
servers as we barely have enough to cover the mass-
es alone week to week.
Why altar serve?
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit
still may benefit from the activity that it provides.
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church
community and make connections.
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church
Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the
church) and drop it in a collection basket.

Question of the Week

Question for Children: How do you shun
others whom you don’t like?

Question for Youth: Who are the people
in our world today who sometimes go un-
noticed? What could you to do to help
them?

Question for Adults: In what ways do you
discriminate in your heart against those
whom you judge less than fully worthy?




END OF BULLETIN

CHURCH NAME: St. Francis of Assisi
CITY, STATE: Binghamton, NY

FILE NAME: 06-168

PHONE: 607-722-4388

Contact: Delores A. Farwell or Sue Ekstrom
Comments:

Bulletin copy for September 8th, 2024

Deliver 300 copies to St. Francis of Assisi.



Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

September 2024

One Minute
Meditations |

St. Peter Claver
Born into a farming
family in Spain in
1580, St. Peter
joined the Jesuits
3 at the age of
twenty and was
\ ordained in 1615. While
serving in Colombia in 1610,
he was horrified by the slave
trade. Rushing to meet each
arriving slave ship, he
brought water, medicine,
food, and clothing to the
enslaved people on board.
He taught them about God
and baptized nearly 300,000
individuals. St. Peter lived
humbly and penitentially, in
solidarity with those he
served.

Don’t delay to seek Love
Don’t wait to become perfect

before seeking God’s love, or
you never will. The good news
is, we don't have to. God
already loves us — infinitely.
When we accept His love and
grace with open hands, it will
transform our hearts.

"My steadfast love shall not
depart from you, and my
covenant of peace shall not be
removed, says the LORD, who
has compassion on you”

As Catholics, we understand that
the key to true happiness and peace
lies in proclaiming Christ as our
Lord and following Him
¥ faithfully. By knowing
Jesus, experiencing His
love, keeping His
Commandments, and
serving Him in others,
we will find genuine
joy, fulfillment, and
peace.

Know Jesus and
experience His love:
God invites each of
us to enter into a
deep friendship with
Him (John 15:15).
This friendship is
characterized by mutual
respect, intimacy, and cooperation.
Jesus reveals His love for us through
the Scriptures, the Sacraments of the
Church, and especially through the
Mass. In prayer, ask God to reveal
His personal, everlasting love for

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Rev. Timothy J. Taugher, Pastor

Find true peace

you. That's a prayer He is eager to
answer.
Love Him back: Do you know
someone who claims to care but
ignores what you say? Jesus,
our greatest Friend, asks us
to listen to Him. “If you
love me, you will keep my
commandments” (John
14:15). By living the Ten
Commandments and
the Eight Beatitudes
(see Matthew 5:3-ff),
we demonstrate our
love for Jesus.
Serve Him in our
neighbors: For Mother
Teresa, serving the poor was
synonymous with serving Jesus
(Matthew 25:40). She prepared
their beds and treated their wounds
as if He were the next to use them.
By performing ordinary tasks with
love and intentionality, we can
experience true and lasting
happiness.

T
Catholics
po ThatQ

Just as families have
household rules guiding how q
each member contributes to
supporting the home, the
Catholic Church has issued
rules, called precepts, thatact
as the prindpal obligations
of every Catholic. These are:
attend Mass every Sunday

© Copyright 2024 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Why are there
Church’s precepts?

and Holy Day of Obligation,
receive Communion and attend
Confession at least once annually,
study Catholic teaching, observe
the Church'’s marriage laws, give
children religious training, to
strengthen and support the
parish community, do penance,
and join in the Church's mission.

295710



Growing in Faith™

September 2024 Page 2

Mistakes can be blessings

Do you dread making mistakes and feel remorse when you
do? Instead, realize that mistakes are simply outcomes we
didn't expect and can lead to growth.

Start by admitting your mistake. You can
only learn from a mistake if you admit you
made one. Acknowledging the error takes the
focus away from assigning blame and
moves it toward understanding a future
course of action.

Enlist help. Talking to someone else about
what happened gives you the benefit of another’s
experience. He or she may have made a similar mistake

or know of a solid solution. Plus, describing the event forces
you to think it through and may even help you see

opportunities you didn’t know were there.

Decide on change. Ask, “What will I do
better next time?” Real growth and change
happen when you see possibilities for
improvement.

Benefit from mistakes. If you can learn
from the current error, you may be able to
avoid a future one. Remember, God is the
only one you know who doesn’t make

mistakes.

from Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48,

The demands of discipleship

cripture

In this Gospel passage, the disciples
hear about an unfamiliar man who
healed in Jesus’ name. Their initial
reaction was one of
jealousy. They seemed
more concerned about
losing the spotlight than
the healing itself. Jesus put
things into perspective. The
man shared their goal of
building up God's Kingdom.

They gained an ally, not an enemy.

Discipleship requires a change of
heart, lifestyle, and habits. Jesus was
very clear: if we choose to follow Him,
we cannot harbor private sins on the
side. If our sins lead others into sin, our
responsibility is even greater.

These are serious words, but the
opposite is great news: “Whoever obeys
and teaches these commandments will be
called greatest in the kingdom
of heaven” (Matthew 5:19).

God rewards us for the
3 good we do for others.

¥ Our example holds
¥ ‘ powerful influence.
Being a faithful
disciple isn't easy.
Embracing unfamiliar
coworkers, rooting out sin, and
setting a good example can be
challenging, but we are not alone, nor
are we without grace. Whatever God
asks us to sacrifice, the reward will be
infinitely greater.

M
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Celebration

Sept. 3 - St. Gregory the Great
(604). St. Gregory resigned as chief
prefect of Rome to become a monk at
the Abbey of St. Andrew. As Pope, he
used his political skills to make peace
with the invading Lombards, save
Rome from famine, and restore order
within the Church itself.

Sept. 15 - Our Lady of Sorrows. In
Luke 2:35, Simeon predicted Mary’s
sorrows as “a sword piercing” her soul.
Despite her sorrow, Mary stood at the
foot of the Cross, dignified and
fearless while others ran away.

Sept. 27 - St. Vincent de Paul
(1660). St. Vincent de Paul was
devoted to the spiritual and physical
relief of the poor and sick. He
founded several hospitals and
ransomed over 1,200 galley slaves
from North Africa.

Sept. 29 - The Feast of the
Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and
Raphael. Three archangels entrusted
with important missionsto &)

mankind, such as
St. Gabriel's visit  §
to the Blessed N

Mother, @\

announcing she
was to be the Mother
of God.

Q How can | get
& better at defending
A my beliefs?

One good way to be sure you can explain
what you believe is to have solid
information at your fingertips.

To start, keep a copy of the Catechism of
the Catholic Church handy. It summarizes
what we believe and why, with an
excellent glossary to help navigate. Your
library may have one or you can buy it
from the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops
(www.usccb.org,

800-235-8722).

Read some common
(==—==/( questions and answers
about Catholic faith and practices by
Church experts. For example, a helpful

resource, Catholic Answers to Catholic
Questions, by Paul Thigpen, Ph.D., is
available at Our Sunday Visitor books
(www.osv.com, 800-348-2440). Or, ask
your priest for a Church-approved
recommendation.

Know the common misconceptions.
There are many misunderstandings about
the Catholic Faith. Knowing what the
Church actually teaches on topics like the
Eucharist, Mary, the Saints, and salvation
will prepare you to clarify these points.

Don't forget to ask for help from the
Holy Spirit. In fact, just let the Spirit do
the talking.

v v
- Our Mission
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
hutp.//www growinginfaith.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)
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