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St. Francis of Assisi Parish
1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith
community committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.
Staff
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor
Deacon Stephen Blabac
Delores A. Farwell
Parish Administrative Assistant

Maria Kirk

Director of Faith Formation

Joseph Carpenter

Parish Business Administrator

Suzanne Ekstrom

Parish Media Manager

Edmund Savo
Organist

Fred Hazlett

Maintenance/Groundskeeper

Tina Silvestri
Housekeeper

Brendan Heaney
Nicholas Norton
Sacristans

Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday:
7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Friday: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Parish Office Phone: 722-4388
Faith Formation Office Phone:
722-4177
E-mail:
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org
Website:
www.stfrancisbing.org
Follow us on FB & Twitter:
@stfrancisbing

Please go online to
stfrancisbing.org to view
our latest Sunday mass.
We will be posting new
videos of our weekend
liturgies by 4:00PM on
Saturdays even after our
reopening.
Also find the videos on our
Facebook (search

“@stfrancisbing”)
Twitter (search
“@stfrancisbing”)
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi
Binghamton)

You can still attend
weekend mass virtually!
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Weekend’s Offering (09-13-20)
Regular Envelopes……...……...…………...…...$6,532.00
Loose Collection………………………...………….$22.00
Electronic Collection…………………………….$2,317.00
Total Collection.....……………..………….…....$8,871.00

Thank You for your generous contributions!

FAITH FORMATION
**Save the Date: First Eucharist 2020!**

Saturday, September 19, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. Gerald Davies by St. Francis
Special Sunshine Committee
Sunday, September 20, Twenty-Fifth
Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. “100th” Birthday – Bernadette
Keough by Family
11:00 a.m. 20th Anniv. Anne Jaworski by
Family
Monday, September 21
NO MASS
Tuesday, September 22
NO MASS
Wednesday, September 23
NO MASS
Thursday, September 24
8:00 a.m. Mary Lyons by Bridget &
Donald O’Connor
Friday, September 25
NO MASS
Saturday, September 26, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. Theresa Hannon by Peg Pitel
Sunday, September 27, Twenty-Sixth
Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Janette Webb by Wanda
Kucera-Eksteen
11:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People
Catherine’s Cupboard
Our parish pantry is open to anyone in need of
food. We are open on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of
the month, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. No requirements
except to show ID showing who you are. A person
can come as often as needed. We are here to help,
not to judge. So please pass the word to anyone
you think may need assistance. Canned or dry
goods, plus paper & personal care products
(toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant,
soap, baby diapers, women’s personal items) are
always needed and welcome. Drop off in the barrel
at the church foyer or leave the items in the Parish
Center.

We will celebrate the Sacrament of First Eucharist at the 11
AM Mass on Sunday, October 4th. Mass will be a bit longer than usual and we will have extra visitors, so we advise
that you attend Mass at a different time on this weekend if
you are not a part of First Eucharist.

2020-2021 Faith Formation
Registration Information

Registration information has been mailed. If you did not
receive a packet please contact Maria Kirk.
Registration Information is also posted on our website.

Catechetical Sunday 2020

This Sunday is Catechetical Sunday! This year's theme is taken from St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, “I Received
from the Lord what I also Handed on to You.” focusing on
the essential work of catechesis, which is an invitation to a
whole new life given by Christ Himself. It emphasizes that
living faith necessitates movement, inspiring all those who
hear the Word to share it as witnesses of the true and living
God. It inspires us to grow in our faith and our relationship
with Christ. It also challenges parents as first teachers and
models of faith to honor their baptismal vows and hand on
their faith to their children. This year we will honor our
catechists when we begin Faith Formation on October 18th,
but today we take the time to acknowledge everyone who
continues to nurture their faith and answers the invitation to
abide in Christ.

RCIA Announcement for September 2020

We have not given up on RCIA. This message just serves as
notice that we are still in business although on a much different model, in fact, we really don’t know what the model will
be exactly yet. Expect fewer in person meetings and more online material from some really good resources such as TEAM
RCIA. So if you or someone you know wants to learn more
about the Catholic Church, please contact the Rectory (607722-4388) or Deacon Steve (steveblabac@yahoo.com or 607648-2155) with your contact information and one of the team
members would be more than happy to explore what we do in
RCIA (Rite of Catholic Initiation for Adults). Please spread
this information to any family members or friends who may
not be receiving a bulletin at this time. Bulletins are available
for viewing at www.stfrancisbing.com. Thank you.

Prayers . . .

Please remember all of our parishioners who
are in hospitals and nursing homes and our
homebound. Also, please pray for our
deceased parishioners and loved ones.
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Happy 100th Birthday Bernadette

Bernadette Keough celebrates a milestone in her life as
she celebrates her 100th Birthday this week! She has
always been a regular, often one of the early arrivals, at
the 8AM Sunday Liturgy. Even during this COVID
time, when we began celebrating liturgies, there comes
Bernadette! It wasn’t that long ago that she was walking
to and from church. When people who are certainly a lot
younger could find excuses not to come, nothing was
going to deter Bernadette! I first came to know Bernadette when I would be a regular visitor to St. James,
where she worked as a housekeeper for well over 30
years, and retiring only when she was in her early 90s.
Not having a driver’s license she would get the bus outside of her home to Johnson City, and be dropped off
just near St. James Rectory. Thank God she hasn’t written a book! She and her husband, Jim, who died in 1988
have lived in our area since 1948. First in Port Dickinson, and now at her current home on Chenango Street
since the mid-1950s. She and her husband had 11 children, 2 died in infancy, and Michael in 2015. Bernadette
is a grandmother of 17 grandchildren, 24 greatgrandchildren, and 2 great-great grandchildren! WOW!
What a legacy faith, family, and friends! Life has had its
challenges for you, but you have met them with such
grace and perseverance through the years. You are a
great model and example for us on how to live! Congratulations! As parishioners we give our prayers and
living support for you today, and for God’s grace to
continue to enrich your life in the years to come!
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Disaster Relief Collection

Prompted by Hurricane Laura, now Hurricane Sally, and
the wildfires our West, the United States Catholic Conference has asked dioceses to take a voluntary collection
to support humanitarian and church needs arising from
these terrible disasters. Collected funds will be used
where most needed. Since our reopening we are not
presently taking up collections with a basket, but people
are dropping their envelopes in the collection box near
the door. So, if you wish to make a contribution you can
make checks payable to Diocese of Syracuse and in the
memos: Bishops Emerging Disaster Fund. You can
place your donation in the collection box, mail or drop
off at the parish center. Or send it directly to Office of
National Collections, Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund
PO Box 96278, Washington DC 20090-6278. These
disasters are very heart-warming to see as people’s lives
are unexpectedly uprooted and changed forever!

Capital Campaign Resumes

Although the campaign was suspended for several
months many parishioners continue to support our efforts, for which we are MOST grateful! We are pleased
to report that on Monday, September 14, the campaign
office reported a new pledge total of $426,000. This latest total puts us over the 85% mark on our goal. Father
Tim and the campaign committee wish to sincerely
thank all of our donors for their commitment and sacrifice to St. Francis of Assisi and we ask that the remainder of our parish family join us in our efforts. Our campaign is being conducted on the simple premise that not
Something to Think About
everyone can make the same size gift, but we can all
Dr. Scott Peck is the author of his classic best-selling make the same sacrifice. While it would be ideal for
book The Road Less Traveled, that was on the New each family to consider a commitment of $15-$20 per
York Times best-selling life for years. He followed that week, we ask that you do the best you can. Thank you!
book with another absorbing and equally inspiring companion volume entitled, People of the Lie. Dr. Peck utiThe
2020
HOPE
Appeal
lized the same approach in this book as he did in his
Commitment weekend will begin
first book to probe brilliantly the essence of human evil.
on Saturday and Sunday, October
People who are evil attack others instead of facing their
3-4, 2020. With your help, we
own failures. In his book, Peck demonstrates the chaos
can assure the continued support
these “People of the Lie” work in the lives of those
of many important programs that
around them. His book is disturbing, but a powerful inhelp thousands in our diocese
sight that evil is so present, and that evil expresses itself
each year; education of our chilby denigrating truth. “Evil is in opposition to life. It is
dren, college and seminary
that which opposes the life force. That is why evil is students, evangelization, Catholic Charities services,
‘live’ spelled backwards.” In Dr. Peck’s book he writes; and more. Please respond generously when you are
“There is another reactions that the evil frequently en- asked to make your pledge.
gender in us: confusion. Describing an encounter with Each year, the HOPE Appeal gives us the opportunity to
an evil person, one woman wrote, it was ‘as if I’d sud- support valuable ministries, programs, and services that
denly lost my ability to think. Once again, this reaction benefit many across the Diocese of Syracuse and beis quite appropriate, lies confuse. The evil are ‘the peo- yond, including members of our own parish. This year’s
ple of the lie,’ deceiving others as they also build layer theme is Gratitude. St. Francis of Assisi will take up the
upon layer of self-deception.” Something to think HOPE Appeal during Masses the weekend of October 3
about!
-4. You should have received information about the
HOPE Appeal in the mail as well as a request from the
(How to have Fr. Tim hear your confession) Diocese of Syracuse for all parishioners to make a
If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Reconcili- pledge to the 2020 effort. Please review the HOPE Apation, please call Delores at the parish center 722-4388 peal brochure and prayerfully consider the most generto set an appointment for Fr. to hear your confession.
ous gift possible as a steward of Christ.

Catherine’s Cupboard Volunteer Schedule

Transportation
NO TRANSPORTATION
Shelving (Mondays)
NO SHELVING
Distribution
October 6th- Carol Botting, Diane Dobish, K. Dotson

What does it mean to love our neighbors in the midst
of such a divisive climate? Catholics are called to
bring the best of ourselves and our faith to the public
square—and yet today, many shy away from such involvement because our national and local conversations are filled with anger and harsh language, often
directed at people themselves. As Catholics, we must
model a better way. We invite you to model love for
neighbor by pledging to Civilize It and committing to
civility, clarity, and compassion this election year.
Civilize It: Dignity Beyond the Debate is a nonpartisan call to focus on the dignity of all people, even
those with whom we disagree, and to put faith in action. Make room in your heart for those with whom
you disagree and pledge dignity beyond the debate
today at CivilizeIt.org!

Catholic Charities Thanksgiving Baskets

Catholic Charities of Broome County will give out free
Thanksgiving baskets this year for families in need. To
sign up for a Thanksgiving basket, you will need to call
the United Way of Broome County's 211 phone number
sometime between Sept. 8 to Oct. 16 during its business
hours between 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Households that order a
basket will receive a confirmation number from 211. That
number will be needed to pick up the basket. Families
that order a basket will receive a letter detailing the how
they can pick their food up about one week before
Thanksgiving. Families should expect to pick their basket
up between Nov. 20 and 23. Baskets will be limited to
one per household in need. The charity also asks callers to
have information on hand for every person in the household before making the call to 211. There will not be inperson sign-ups due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Season of Creation: Sept. 1st — Oct. 4th

The Season of Creation spans five weeks between the
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation (September
1) and the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi (October 4).
This “time for creation” offers, in the words of Pope
Francis, “individual believers and communities a fitting
opportunity to reaffirm their personal vocation to be
stewards of creation, to thank God for the wonderful
handiwork which he has entrusted to our care, and to implore his help for the protection of creation as well as his
pardon for the sins committed against the world in which
we live." As individuals and families: Counteract the
"Throwaway Culture" In Laudato Si', Pope Francis brings
attention to our "throwaway culture," which "quickly reduces things to rubbish" (no. 22). In your daily life, try to
identify the ways in which you can choose reusables, raA Prayer for Civility
ther than disposables, such as coffee mugs, reusable bags,
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
or cloth napkins, and commit to making one change durWhere uncivil words prevail,
show me how to model love.
ing this month.
Help me remember the God-given dignity of all
Here in our Diocese of Syracuse, we celebrate this year’s
and invite others to do the same.
Season of Creation by offering a free virtual lunch sesShow me how to build bridges and not walls
sion. The session titled, "The Science of Laudato Si':
and see first what unites us rather than how we diverge. Threats to Our Common Home," will be led by Dr. LawLet me seek to understand
rence Tanner, Professor of Environmental Science Sysbefore asking to be understood.
tems at Le Moyne College, from noon until 1:00 PM on
Give me a listening heart
Tuesday, September 22. The session will begin with
filled with empathy and compassion.
prayer, followed by a 30-minute-or-so presentation, and
May I be clear in sharing my own position
and respectful and civil in describing those of others. Let time for discussion. To register for Tuesday lunch sessions, please go to faithformationevents.weebly.com or
me never tolerate hateful ideas.
contact Dave Babcock by phone at (315)263-9023 for
May I invite all to charity and love.
more information. Please consider praying, reflecting,
Lord, help me to imitate your compassion and mercy.
joining our local Tuesday lunch session, and having disMake me an instrument of your peace. Amen.
cussions about God’s Earth during this Season of CreaOctober: Month of the Rosary
tion.
October is dedicated as the Month of the Rosary. This
year the Church of the Holy Trinity, 346 Prospect St.,
Are You Hurting in Your Marriage?
Binghamton, is inviting the faithful to join us at If your marriage has become troubled or stressed,
6:30PM on October 7th as we recite the rosary togeth- unloving, or uncaring; if your relationship has grown cold
er for an end to the coronavirus pandemic. Mary has and distant; if you are thinking of separation or divorce,
promised, “What you shall ask through my Rosary you or if you are already separated or divorced but want to try
shall obtain.” Our service will also highlight several again, then the Retrouvaille Program can help you.
Marian hymns. Masks are requires and social distancFor more information call: 1-800-470-2230
ing protocols will be enforced. Call 724-1372 for more
Or visit: http://www.HelpOurMarriage.com
info.

St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers
September 26th & 27th, 2020
4:00 P.M. Mass
Designation ONLY
8:00 A.M. Mass
Designation ONLY
11:00 A.M. Mass
Designation ONLY

Please go online to
stfrancisbing.org
to view our latest Sunday mass.
We will continue to post new videos of our
weekend liturgies by 4:00PM on Saturdays,
for those who wish to stay home for health
and safety concerns.
Also find the videos on our
Facebook (search “@stfrancisbing”)
Twitter (search “@stfrancisbing”)
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi Binghamton)
You can still attend weekend mass
virtually!
Children’s Liturgy of The Word will be
posted by Noon on Saturdays!

Question of the Week
Question for Children: How do you experience God being generous to you: through your
family, friends, school, or parish?
Question for Youth: This Gospel reminds us
that God is always seeking us out and welcoming us into his generous love. Through whom
has God reached out to you? Who is always
encouraging you to say "yes" to God?
Question for Adults: Using Jesus' parable as
your starting point, describe in your own words
how God will treat those who come to be part
of the church, even those who come late.
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