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2023 Confirmandi 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving 
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 5 till 7 
(or until all are served). We serve anyone who 
comes, asking only for ID, if they have any. As 
members of SOUTHERN TIER FOOD BANK, 
we purchase at wholesale (or less), providing 
basic dry or canned goods, fresh fruit and   
vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats. We try to 
provide 5 days of meals and include personal 
care items also. We operate on 100% donations 
or grants. Our location at the parish center means 
we have most overhead costs covered. However, 
we serve over 1200 people, requiring a budget of 
close to $50,000 a year. PLEASE tell anyone you 
know who is feeling food insecure to stop in. If 
you would like to donate food items, they can 
be left at parish center or food barrel in church 
foyer. Monetary donations can be mailed to 
our parish office or via the online giving tab at 
stfrancisbing.org  
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Saturday, September 30, Vigil of Sunday  
4:00 p.m.  3rd Anniv. Bob Shields by Wife, Betsy 
& Family 
Sunday, October 1, Twenty-Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
10:30 a.m. John Klepfer by St. Francis Faith    
Formation  -  CONFIRMATION 
Monday, October 2 
12:00 p.m. Lorenzo Altadonna by Family 
Tuesday, October 3 
8:00 a.m.  1st Anniv. Betty Parasiliti by Family 
Wednesday, October 4 
7:00PM Liturgy for the People — Feast of St. 
Francis (Mass held in Church) 
Thursday, October 5 
8:00 a.m. Kathy Dedek by Milan Dedek 
Friday, October 6 
NO MASS 
Saturday, October 7, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m.  Patricia Dean by Son, Bill 
Sunday, October 8, Twenty-Seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
10:30 a.m. John & Doris Graham by Laura Walker  

Hospital Visitation 

Please remember, if you or another parishioner gets admitted 
to either Binghamton General Hospital or UHS Wilson Medi-
cal Center and you wish to be visited by Fr. Tim you MUST 
to tell someone or call the parish center. You should indi-
cate that you are Catholic and belong to St. Francis of Assisi 
parish and that you wish to be visited by Fr. Tim or another 
Clergy member if you wish. 

Weekend’s Offering (09-10-23) 
Regular Envelopes………….……...……...…….$3,631.00 
Loose Collection………………………...………...$451.00 
Electronic Collection………………………...….$1,990.00 
Total Collection.....……………..………..……...$6,072.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 

26th Sunday Ordinary Time: Creation Care  

Most of us are conscious of our use of paper and try to recy-
cle it. What about other paper products, though, like paper 
towels and tissues? How can you reduce your use of those? 
Swap out paper towels with dishcloths or rags this week, and 
consider switching to handkerchiefs instead of using tissues 
to blow your nose.    

26th Sunday Ordinary Time: Justice Challenge 

This Sunday’s gospel focuses on the difference between 
words and actions. Jesus teaches us that promising to do 
something is meaningless when it is not backed by action. 
Your challenge this week is to reflect on a time when you 
resolved to do more to help the poor and vulnerable, but then 
got busy with everyday life and never got around to serving. 
Or think of a time when you were specifically asked to do 
something to help others, but said no. Then choose one ac-
tion you thought of doing or previously turned down and just 
do it! You may find it so uplifting that you make a commit-
ment to do it on a weekly or even monthly basis. The im-
portant thing is to act.  

FAITH FORMATION 
 

No Faith Formation the next two weekends, October 1st 
(Confirmation) or October 8th (Columbus Day) 

 

Faith Formation for grades K-9 will resume October 15th 
at 9 AM, in the Parish Hall. 

 
Confirmation 2024:  
There will be an Important meeting for Parents and         
Candidates preparing to receive the Sacrament of            
Confirmation in 2024 on October 10th at 7 PM in the    
Parish Hall. It is a required meeting and will set the tone 
for the coming year. Please make every effort to attend.  

Broome County Riverbank Clean-up 
This year's Broome County Riverbank clean up will be    
Saturday, October 21st beginning at 9AM.  Our location is 
yet to be determined, but if you are interested in joining the 
group from St. Francis of Assisi please  contact Maria Kirk at 
mkirk@syrdio.org for more information.  
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Upcoming Safe Environment Trainings 

Initial Safe Environment Training 

 Thursday, October 26: 10:00AM at St. Francis of 
Assisi,  Binghamton 

 Thursday, October 26: 6:30PM at St. Mary,  Kirk-
wood 

 Friday, November 17: 10:00AM at OLGC,        En-
dicott 

Safe Environment Recertification Training 

 Wednesday, October 11: 6:30PM at St. Patrick, 
Binghamton 

 Monday, October 23: 10:00AM St. Francis of  Assi-
si, Binghamton 

 

Pre-registration is required for all sessions. Walk-ins 
and late arrivals will not be permitted. Registration for 
training sessions will close one (1) business day prior to 

the training session.  
Register: (www.syracusediocese.org/safe-environment/)  

For a Synodal Church: Communion,  
Participation, and Mission 

This October the Synod in Rome will be held. This 
convening is a major event in the church, and it comes 
after the universal listening sessions that took place 
two years ago. In the bulletin there will be a regular 
information about this Synod, and what it means for 
the church. “It is precisely this path of     synodality 
which God expects of the Church of the third millenni-
um.” —Pope Francis 
It’s about BOTH the clergy and the baptized as agents 
for the Spirit. The synodal culture is one that holds the 
creative tension between the Spirit working through all 
the baptized and the same Spirit working through the 
hierarchy. That means it is not either/or but both/and, 
always searching for God’s will rather than seeking to 
build power structures or force ideas. Clericalism gives 
way to an active embrace of the many charisms the Ho-
ly Spirit has given the Body of Christ. 

2023 Annual HOPE Appeal 
The HOPE Appeal is our Diocesan Appeal campaign 
to support programs and services throughout our dio-
cese which touches countless lives in every city, town, 
and rural area in our diocese. When the goal of the 
HOPE Appeal is achieved we ensure that these pro-
grams will receive the funding that is needed. Our 
parish goal for the 2023 HOPE Appeal is $42,826.  
The overall theme this year is, “You Strengthen the 
Fabric of our Faith”. This year’s HOPE Appeal video 
can be viewed online in one of two ways. You can got 
to our parish website stfrancisbing.org or find it on 
syracusediocese.org/hopeappeal/ You can donate to 
the HOPE Appeal by going to our parish website and 
choosing “online giving”. Donations are important! 

Liturgy for the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi  
October 4th  

On Wednesday, October 4th at 7:00PM a special 
liturgy will be celebrated as we remember the feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi. As the Season of Creation closes, 
we remember St. Francis as the patron of the environ-
ment, and our call to be good stewards of God's crea-
tion. On this day, Pope Francis will be releasing a ma-
jor exhortation of the environment, a continuation of 
his encyclical, Laudato Si.  
Also, this day is the opening of the Synod on Synodali-
ty in Rome. This gathering has been in preparation for 
a couple of years, and it poses as a significant event. St. 
Francis of Assisi heard a call from God to rebuild the 
church. At first, he took the call literally to rebuild a 
dilapidated chapel stone by stone, but what needed re-
building was the spiritual life of the church. Pope Fran-
cis with his call for the Synod is an invitation to discern 
on how we can bring the mission of the gospel into our 
world today.  
All are invited to St. Francis of Assisi Church, 1049 
Chenango Street, as we hold all these events in prayer. 
Sr. Katie Eiffe, from the office of Synodal Planning 
will share in the homily.  

Blessing of the Pets: October 4th 
Father Tim will bless your pets on Wednesday October 
4th on The Feast of St Francis at 4 pm in front of the 
church. Please keep your dogs on a leash and other pets 
contained. 

 



Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution  
Volunteer Schedule 

 

October 3rd: K. Dotson, R. Rounds, and J. Wyatt  

Catherine’s Cupboard: PANTRY NEWS 
Fall is here, we are now collecting 2024 calendars, 
you know those that show up by the dozen in your 
mailbox. Last year 150 went to a nursing home & jail 
ministry plus they’re given out year round to pantry 
visitors. Greeting cards are used year-round as well. 
Leave donations in the foyer barrel at church or drop 
off at the pantry during parish center business hours. 
The Thanksgiving Baskets this year will be collected 
starting on November 1st through November 14th. 
We expect to do 135 baskets and know already we 
will be short on turkeys SO start buying items like pie 
crust & filling, stuffing etc as it is always hard to find 
the closer you get to the holiday.  IF you have an extra 
turkey we can accept them starting November 1st. 
Drop off at Catherine’s Cupboard food pantry, located 
inside St. Francis of Assisi’s Parish Center during reg-
ular office hours Mon-Thru 8AM—4PM. THANK 
YOU for the ongoing support of blue trash bags and 
food items as it is desperately needed. 

Thanksgiving Basket Sign-up Information 
 

Individuals and families living in Broome County will 
have the opportunity to sign-up for a Thanksgiving bas-
ket. Baskets will include all the items needed for a won-

derful holiday meal. Sign-ups for baskets will take 
place September 6th through October 13th, 2023. Sign
-ups will be held by calling the United Way 211 phone 
number (dial 2-1-1) from Monday -Friday 7:30AM to 
4:30PM beginning the Wednesday after Labor Day. 

Each household will receive a confirmation number from 
211. The confirmation number will be needed to pick 

up the basket. One Thanksgiving basket will be provided 
per household. Please have information on hand for every 
person within the household prior to making the 211 call. 
All families signed-up for a basket will receive a phone 

call or mailed document 1 to 2 weeks prior to Thanksgiv-
ing Day. This will provide information on date, time and 
location of the basket pick up. Families should expect to 
pick up their baskets the weekend of November 17th 

to November 19th, 2023. The Thanksgiving basket coor-
dination program is a joint effort between Catholic Chari-

ties, United Way 211, local parishes, iHeart Media and 
several other local contributing businesses. For additional 

information please contact Hannah Burge at 729-9166. 
Commemoration Transitus of St. Francis 

The Commemoration of the Transitus of St. Francis of 
Assisi to Eternal Life Will take place at Saints Cyril 
and Methodius Church on Tuesday, October 3 At 4:00 
PM. All are invited to this solemn service which is 
presented by the St. Francis Secular Fraternity." No 
refreshments will be served at this time.  



St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

October 7th & 8th, 2023 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Logan Kliment 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server TBD 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server TBD 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Mike Stricek 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Judy Daniels 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Kurt Mohney 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Kelly Mohney 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  John Artman 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Brenda Artman 
   
10:30 Mass Altar Server Cadhla Hamilton 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Mary Bush 
10:30 Mass Altar Server TBD 
10:30 Mass Lector   Mike Gaetani 
10:30 Mass EM Host  David Hanzes 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Catherine Shafer 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Kerri Hamilton 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Marie Iobst 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Shirley McCray 
————————————————————— 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Schedule 

 
 

October 1st & 8th—ONLINE ONLY 
 
 

Question of the Week 
Question for Children: How do you show 
your love for Jesus by doing what he asks, 
even when it is difficult for you? 
Question for Youth: Today’s parable re-
minds us that it isn’t what we say that counts 
as much as what we do. How would some-
one know you are a Christian through your 
actions? 
Question for Adults: How and when were 
you like each of the sons in the Gospel? 

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!* 
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already 
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar 
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar 
servers as we barely have enough to cover the mass-
es alone week to week.  
Why altar serve? 
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the       
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit 
still may benefit from the activity that it provides. 
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church      
community and make connections. 
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity 
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church 

Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a         
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the 
church) and drop it in a collection basket. 



END OF BULLETIN 
CHURCH NAME:  St. Francis of Assisi 
CITY, STATE:    Binghamton, NY 
FILE NAME:   06-168 
PHONE:      607-722-4388  
Contact:      Delores A. Farwell or Sue Ekstrom 
 
 
 
Comments: 
Bulletin copy for October 01, 2023 
 
 
Deliver 300 copies to St. Francis of Assisi.  
  
 
 






