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St. Francis of Assisi Parish
1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.
Staff
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor
Deacon Stephen Blabac
Delores A. Farwell
Parish Administrative Assistant

Maria Kirk

Director of Faith Formation

Joseph Carpenter

Parish Business Administrator

Suzanne Ekstrom

Parish Media Manager

Edmund Savo
Organist

Fred Hazlett

Maintenance/Groundskeeper

Tina Silvestri
Housekeeper

Brendan Heaney
Nicholas Norton
Sacristans

Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday:
Please go online to
7:30 am to 4:30 pm
stfrancisbing.org to view
Friday: Closed
our latest weekend reflection.
We will be posting new
Parish Office Phone: 722-4388
videos by 4:00PM on
Faith Formation Office Phone:
Saturdays.
722-4177
Also find the videos on our
E-mail:
Facebook (search
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org
“@stfrancisbing”)
Website:
Twitter (search
“@stfrancisbing”)
www.stfrancisbing.org
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi
Follow us on FB & Twitter:
Binghamton)
@stfrancisbing
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Weekend’s Offering (11-14-21)
Regular Envelopes………….……...……...…….$4,384.00
Loose Collection………………………...………..$523.00
Electronic Collection………………………...….$2,282.00
Total Collection.....……………..………...……..$7,189.00

Thank You for your generous contributions!
Faith Formation

Saturday, November 20, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 pm Bob Shields by Jack & Beth Evans
Sunday, November 21, Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe
10:30 a.m. William Curran by Judy &
Gordon Ruston
Monday, November 22
12:00 p.m. Josephine Marascia by John &
Maureen Mizzoni
Tuesday, November 23
8:00 a.m. Mary Wilson by Mary Jane &
John Paske
Wednesday, November 24
12:00pm Sr. Lois Barton by Marge Mangan
Thursday, November 25, Thanksgiving
Day
9:00 a.m. Liturgy for the People
Friday, November 26
NO MASS
Saturday, November 27, Vigil of Sunda
4:00 p.m. Michael Fontana by Family
Sunday, November 28, First Sunday of
Advent
10:30am 14th Anniv. Ed Farthing by Family
Catherine’s Cupboard
Our parish pantry is open to anyone in need of
food. We are open on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of
the month, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. No requirements
except to show ID showing who you are. A person
can come as often as needed. We are here to help,
not to judge. So please pass the word to anyone
you think may need assistance. Canned or dry
goods, plus paper & personal care products
(toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant,
soap, baby diapers, women’s personal items) are
always needed and welcome. Drop off in the barrel
at the church foyer or leave the items in the Parish
Center.

Faith Formation for Grades K-9 will meet at 9:15 AM in
the school. Classes will end in the church with a short
Thanksgiving Prayer Service beginning at 10 AM.
Parents are welcome to join us. Meet your child at church
if you are attending Mass, otherwise you can pick up your
child at the school after the prayer service.
Circles of Care, the Diocesan mandated Safe Environment
classes for children and teens, will be presented in Faith
Formation classes today. Parents are encouraged to go
online to review the materials. The session outlines and
materials are also available for review in the Faith
Formation Office.
Looking Ahead:

Family's who would like to sign up to light the Advent
Wreath can do so starting today in the Faith Formation office at the school.

Fall Book Club

Please read the assigned chapters of your book Spiritual
Ecology: The Cry of the Earth by Llewellyn VaughanLee for discussion this Tuesday, November 23. Zoom links
for the 2 PM and 7 PM groups will be sent to participants
emails on Monday.

Advent Program--The Redemption of Scrooge

Remember our Lenten Program based on Les Mis? This
Advent, join us, via Zoom, for an exciting and thought
provoking series by Matthew Rawle, The Redemption of
Scrooge. The sessions will meet Tuesday November 30th—
Tuesday, December 21st at 2:00PM or 7:00PM. Email
Maria Kirk at mkirk@syrdio.org this week if you are interested.
COME PICK UP YOUR BOOKS IN THE PARISH
CENTER NOW!

**ATTENTION** ALTAR SERVERS,
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS, AND LECTORS

Please contact Ed and Cindy White before December 10th
with your unavailable dates for the upcoming schedule from
January—March.
Call them at home 607-648-2784 or by cell 607-206-3469 to
let them know availabilities.

Prayers . . .

Please remember all of our parishioners who are
in hospitals and nursing homes and our
homebound. Also, please pray for our deceased
parishioners and loved ones.
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Synod in the Syracuse Diocese
Community Participation Mission

The Listening Session across the diocese
have begun! The list of sessions which
have been scheduled to date is below and
the list will be updated each week. We invite and encourage all who wish to participate in a Listening Session to
choose one which fits your schedule… to come and speak
freely, boldly, and courageously to our
Bishop. For
everyone’s safety we require all people to wear a mask.
Bishop Lucia will be holding several Listening Sessions
in a variety of our diocesan Pastoral Care Areas in
preparation for the World Synod of Bishops and the
Syracuse Diocesan Synod. These will be opportunities
for your participation in the Synodal Journey by sharing
your hopes, dreams, and concerns for the church. Those
who are interested but have been away from the church
are especially encouraged to come. All are welcome!
All Listening Sessions will be held from 6:30PM—
8:30PM. See the schedule below for upcoming dates and
locations…
Monday, December 6th

St. Paul’s, Binghamton

Monday, December 13th

St. Vincent Blessed
Sacrament, Vestal

Wednesday, December 15th

St. Thomas Aquinas,
Binghamton

Synodality is this a way of being Church, a way of journeying together in communion, through participation in
mission to live the good news of Christ.

Solemnity of Christ the King:
Justice Challenge

Thanksgiving Today
What first comes to mind when you think of Thanksgiving? Maybe you remember a special year, perhaps
one that would prove to be the last for a beloved family member. Or you might think of the aromatic pumpkin pie or your grandmother’s special mince pie. You
family may use the holiday to recall your blessings.
Others pause to consider what that first Thanksgiving
was really like for Indigenous Americans and European immigrants. Whatever family holidays mean to you,
have you ever stopped to think that as an adult you can
shape those festivities into memorable occasions for
future generations? You can continue priceless practices, but you also have the freedom to introduce some of
your own new traditions for Thanksgiving.
Thanksgiving Prayer
May the light of our gratitude burn brightly in our
hearts and in our world. In the silence of our hearts,
let each of us give thanks for all the many gifts that are
ours. Let us also be mindful of those today who are not
now present with us here: those who have gone before
us, those in the present time, and those to be born
whom we will love. God of all good gifts, from your
holy heart has come a flood of gifts upon us. With uplifted hearts, we gather together to thank you with
prayer and with worship of feasting. We are grateful
not only for the gift of life itself, but for all the gifts of
friendship, love, devotion, and forgiveness that we
have shared. May we give our thanks by lives of service, by deeds of hospitality, by kindness to strangers
and by concern for one another. We are most grateful
this feast day for the way You, our God, are visible to
us in one another, in countless daily gifts, in the marvels of creation. We bless you oh God, for the blessings of our lives; and invite you to bless our table and
all of the food of this feast that we share. Let us thank
the Lord today and all days. Amen.

This month is the anniversary of Dorothy Day’s death.
Dorothy Day, co-founder of the Catholic Worker movement in the U.S., was well known for her deep care and
compassion for the poor. She called those who had nothing left to give her “meeting place with God.” But she
did more than acts of charity—she became an advocate
for those who are denied basic human rights. Your challenge this week is to search your heart and ask yourself,
“Do I work for justice as well as care for those in need?”
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Then choose one act of justice and follow in Dorothy
Day’s footsteps. Do something for those who have noth(RCIA)
ing material to give you in return.
This is just to let you know that on any Sunday that we
have Faith Formation, Deacon Steve will be in the
CCHD Collection
Emmaus Room in the school basement available to
Please be generous in this week’s special collection for talk about the RCIA Rite. If you have a desire to join
the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. In the our Parish Community as a full member of the
United States, one in eight people live in poverty. With Catholic Church or just learn more about the RCIA,
this collection, you support programs that address the please drop in anytime between 9:15AM and
root causes of poverty and provide a sustainable future 10:00AM to talk about what the RCIA is all about.
for those struggling across the country. In addition, 25%
of the funds we collect remain in our diocese to fund loMass Intention for Sr. Lois Barton, CSJ
cal antipoverty projects. Please prayerfully consider how We will be having a Mass with intentions for Sister
you can support this collection and those working on the Lois Barton, CSJ on Wednesday, November 24th at
margins. More info can be found at www.usccb.org/cchd 12 Noon. All are invited and welcome to attend!

Catherine’s Cupboard Volunteer Schedule

Transportation
NO TRANSPORTATION
Shelving (Mondays)
NO SHELVING
Distribution
December 7th— P. Peters, R. O’Neil, and A. Short

Welcome to the Neighborhood!

Laura’s Luncheonette has been a fixture over the
years; many in our Hillcrest area would go to enjoy a
delicious meal, as well as the friendship of the regular
patrons. There was a strong following over the years.
Sadly, all of that came to a sudden send with Jimmy
Gill’s unexpected passing. A great loss, especially for
Barb (Jimmy’s sister). However, it was so nice to see
the diner open as “Rockin Robin Diner” under the new
owner Jon Bowie.
So welcome to the neighborhood!
Rockin Robin Diner is open…
Mon.—Fri. from 7:00AM—3:00PM
Sat. & Sun. from 7:00AM—2:00PM
Stop by to say hello and enjoy a good meal!
1080 Chenango St, Binghamton, NY 13901

Advent Reflections 2021

Advent is a season of going together. Like Mary &
Joseph traveling among the crowds to Bethlehem, we,
too, are eagerly anticipating the coming of Christ.
Journey together with other Catholic Christians
throughout the diocese as "We Wait in Joyful Hope"
by receiving a daily inspirational message, right to
your inbox. Hear the voices of many people who have
experienced peace and strength, even when the waiting was long or difficult. Be encouraged by the stories
of those who look to the future with joyful hope.
Sign up at OurCatholicFaith.com

Why Return to the Church?
Question Reflection
1. Can you think of any time in your life that you
returned to something you had given up? How did
you feel? What made it easy? What made it hard?
2. Many people find that the church supports a lot of
the basic human values they treasure, e.g., family,
inner peace, personal dignity, integrity, and hope.
What values do you think the church can best support in your life?
3. If you were to name the most important thing you
received from your Catholic heritage, what would
you say that it was? How do you see that continuing in your present and future life?

Pray for Dobbs

A case that will address the constitutionality of abortion will go before the Supreme Court with a decision
likely to be handed down in June 2022. An online
prayer gathering was held this past Thursday to pray
for Dobbs. There are resources as well as other prayer
opportunities. If you wish to register go to prayfordobbs.com

Our Giving Tree
will be up on
Saturday,
November 27th
until Sunday,
December 12th.
Please pick a tag
and purchase the
requested item,
then return back
to the tree area
no later than
December 12th.
Please keep gifts UNWRAPPED but gift bags are fine.
Gifts will be going to The Children’s Home: gift certificates only; Elizabeth Church Manor Nursing home:
small personal gifts; Jail Ministry: bus passes (Weis sells
them), playing cards, postage stamps, etc; Birthright of
Binghamton: diapers for newborn or small size and other
baby items like clothing, blankets etc. Other extra gifts
are always welcome, just label it “extras” (suggestions:
blankets for adults, children’s books, soft candy or cookies and socks/gloves/hats for all sizes/ages)
This has been a long tradition for our parish and enjoyed
by those who give and those who receive. THANK YOU!

For Potential Godparents and Sponsors
for Baptisms or Confirmation

Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered member
of St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a letter of certification. This is the only way that the Church can verify
you are a practicing Catholic. Please call Delores at the
Parish Center (722-4388) for questions.
I am reporting to you that
St. Francis of Assisi Parish has raised $8,500 toward our HOPE Appeal
goal of $41,618.70. If we
do not meet this goal, the
shortfall will be taken from
our general fund. In an effort to meet our goal, I am
asking every family in the
parish to consider a minimum gift of $175.00
(averages out to $0.48 a
day or $14.38 a month). If
you are able to contribute
more, I strongly encourage you to do so. If you are not
able to make the minimum gift, please give something.
Your gift, no matter the size, whether it is a pledge or a
one-time gift, is important. Thank you to all who have
pledged their support to the HOPE Appeal ministries,
programs, and services that benefit so many throughout
Central New York, including many in our own parish. If
you are still prayerfully considering your gift to this
year’s HOPE Appeal, you may bring your completed
pledge card to Mass next weekend or drop it by the parish
center office, or make your pledge to our parish’s campaign online at www.syrdio.org.

St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers
November 27th & 28th, 2021

4:00 P.M. Mass
Altar Server……..Calliope Brennan
Altar Server……..TBD
Altar Server……..TBD
Lector………..….Rosemary Rounds
EM……..……….Peggy Munson
EM……………...Betsy Shields
10:30 A.M. Mass
Altar Server……..Juliana Rice
Altar Server……..Kathryn White
Altar Server……..Lauren White
Lector………..….Ed White
EM……..……….Ede Blabac
EM……………...Jules Furrer

——————————————————
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Schedule
November 20th & 21st
4:00PM
Dan & Alison Brennan
10:30
Ede Blabac & Bridget Vavra
—————————————————————

Please go online to
stfrancisbing.org
to view our latest Sunday mass and
Children’s Liturgy.

We will continue to post new videos for
reflection by 4:00PM on Saturdays.
Also find the videos on our
Facebook (search “@stfrancisbing”)
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi Binghamton)
You can still view children’s liturgy
virtually!

Question of the Week
Question for Children: Is it difficult
or easy for you to tell the truth? How
does Jesus help you?
Question for Youth: Today we celebrate Christ the King. How much do
you let Jesus' truth rule your life? How
difficult is it for you to follow Jesus?
Question for Adults: What is the truth
for you? How do you live the truth
everyday?
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