St. Francis of Assisi Parish

1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, NY 13901

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 1s a Eucharistic faith community
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life.

November 30, 2025

Staff

Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor
Deacon Stephen Blabac
Delores A. Farwell

Parish Administrative Assistant
Maria Kirk

Director of Faith Formation
Joseph Carpenter

Parish Business Administrator
Suzanne Ekstrom

Parish Media Manager

Edmund Savo
Organist

Fred Hazlett
Maintenance/Groundskeeper

Tina Silvestri

Housekeeper

Sarah Bush/ Calliope Brennan /

Logan Kliment
Sacristans

Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday:
7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Friday: Closed

2nd & 4th Saturday of every
month at 3:00 pm in the Church

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388

Faith Formation Office
Phone:
722-4177
E-mail:
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org

Website:
www.stfrancisbing.org

Please go online to
stfrancisbing.org to view
our latest Children’s Liturgy.
We post new videos by
4:00PM on Saturdays.

Follow us on Facebook

@stfrancisbing

Subscribe to our YouTube
Channel:

o,

youtube.com/
@stfrancisbing
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Saturday, November 29, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. Sebastian & Betty Parasiliti by
Family

Sunday, November 30, First Sunday of
Advent

10:30 a.m. Richard Kapinus by the Kapinus
Family

Monday, December 1

12:00 p.m. Tom Mangan by Wife, Marge &
Family

Tuesday, December 2

8:00 a.m. Kathleen Keane by Joan & John
Storer

Wednesday, December 3

12:00 p.m. Norbert Vaughn by Family
Thursday, December 4

8:00 a.m. Inez Gigliotti by St. Francis Special
Sunshine Committee

Friday, December 5

NO MASS

Saturday, December 6, Vigil of Sunday
4:00 p.m. Sebastian Parsiliti by Family
Sunday, December 7, Second Sunday of
Advent

10:30 a.m. Liturgy for the People

November 30, 2025
Profit & Loss Weekly Summary (11-17-25)

Ordinary Contributions
Loose Cash

Repair & Maintenance
Catherine's Cupboard
Catholic Schools

Capital Campaign
Total Contributions
Ordinary Expenses
Repair & Maintenance
Catherine's Cupboard
Capital Improvements
Total Expenses

Please help keep our Parish going!

Faith Formation
No Faith Formation November 30, Happy Thanksgiving!
Looking Ahead:

t Confirmation 2026 Rite of Acceptance will take place at
the 10:30AM Mass on Sunday, December 7th.

Children's Choir Schedule 2025:
December: 7th, 14th, 21st
All rehearsals will be on Sunday from 11:45am-12:30pm.
Contact natalieehrensbeck@gmail.com with questions.

Catherine’s Cupboard

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 1PM—
3PM and SPM till 7PM (or until all are served).
We serve anyone who comes, asking only for ID,
if they have any. As members of SOUTHERN TI-
ER FOOD BANK, we purchase at wholesale (or
less), providing basic dry or canned goods, fresh
fruit and _vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats.
We try to provide 5 days of meals and include
personal care items also. We operate on 100%
donations or grants. Our location at the parish
center means we have most overhead costs cov-
ered. However, we serve over 1500 people, requir-
ing a budget of close to $60,000 a year. PLEASE
tell anyone you know who is feeling food insecure
to stop in. If you would like to donate food
items, they can be left at parish center or food
barrel in church foyver. Monetary donations can
be mailed to our parish office or via the online
giving tab at stfrancisbing.org

Coming Soon:

A

AU JamEs W

F Covmt Advent Book Club
'3 '&\ : Advent is just around the corner.
4 s Our three week Advent Book
) Club will begin on December 2nd
and will end on December 16th.
We are reading “What Do You
‘ | Want For Christmas” by James
J7#8 W, Moore, an Advent study for

adults with lessons for each week

AASVNIBBDIOR (@I of Advent. As with all our book

WANT FOR clubs, we have two group discus-
sion times on Tuesdays at
2:00PM & 7:00PM. Call Delores
at the parish center to get your

CHRISTMAS?

I ook (607)722-4388.

*ATTENTION: Lectors, EMs & Altar Servers*

It is time again to make the schedule for January, February,
and March. If there are weekends when you are not available
to Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or Altar Serve, let us know.
Call Ed and Cindy White at 607-648-2784 or by cell phone
607-206-3469 BEFORE DECEMBER 22ND!

Altar Server Training
There will be an Altar Server Training on Saturday morn-
ing at 9 am on Saturday, December 13th . It will last one
hour. Contact Deacon Steve at steveblabac@yahoo.com if
your child wants to participate.
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Advent: Prayer on Consumerism
Slow us down, O God, this Advent,

So we may understand the darkness we are in, the
darkness of fear that comes with wanting more,
And the fear of having less.

Grant us the light of transformation,

As we wait for your true abundance,

The love of the Incarnation,

A love that brings us true dignity and security,
A love that embraces all,

That enriches all,

That calls us to share justly and celebrate joyfully,
Amen.

Dirate Bllnd.
IN MEMORY OF
Megan Santa Croce

Megan Santa Croce was a well-known and well-loved member of the Chenango Valley and
Binghamton University communities. She was a high energy, positive person who was always busy with
work, school, theater, acapella, friends and family. She battled a rare, aggressive cancer two times, first
as a 15-year-old, and then as a 22-year-old. She battled for 17 months the second time before passing
away at the age of 23 in November 2018. She always had time to share a smile with others.
#LiveLikeMegan, give blood, save a life, and help us keep our daughter's memory alive!

Thank you!

Hosted by
St. Francis Church

In the Hall
1049 Chenango St.
Binghamton, NY 13905

Saturday, December 13, 2025
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

All presenting donors will receive their choice of a Pura Vida bracelet,
and Our Famous Santa Croce Sticky Buns will be served!!
(while supplies last)

PLUS

Give a gift, get a gift! Give blood 12/8-18 & get a $15 Amazon Gift Card by email!
rcblood.org/gifts

Please call 1-800 RED CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org
to make your lifesaving appointment today!

2025 HOPE APPEAL

Thank you for your support of

Raisea  the 2025 HOPE Appeal. We
are inspired by the generosity

$27,965 of 120 _donors thus far in our
parish. We have raised $27,965
toward our goal of $30.684. If
you have not yet made your
gift, we ask you please help us
meet our goal. You may bring
your completed pledge card to
Mass next week or drop it off
at the parish office. You can
also  donate  online  at
syrdio.org/hopeappeal or on
our parish website’s “online
giving” tab.

$30,684

ALL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS MUST
BE SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINED
BY DECEMBER 31ST!

All Eucharistic Ministers MUST be Safe Environment
Trained by the end of the year. Maria Kirk will be fa-
cilitating an initial training session here at St. Francis
of Assisi on Wednesday, December 10 @ 10:00AM in
the Parish Hall. You MUST register online for this
training, walk-ins are not allowed. Go to the diocesan
website www.syrdio.org click on ministries, select
Safe Environment and follow the prompts for the cor-
rect training. If you have questions contact Maria Kirk

via email mkirk@syrdio.org.

Oplatki (Christmas Wafers)
Oplatki (Christmas Wafers) are available at St. Fran-
cis’ Parish Center. Please call Delores at 722-4388 to
reserve a package or stop by and pick some up during
regular business hours. No offering taken.

Christian
Nationalism

or
The Gospel

Where do you stand?

Guest Speaker: Rev. David Gierlach
Retired Episcopal Priest in Hawaii
Known for his frequent video talks on
YouTube

Wednesday, December 10th
7:00PM

St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall
1049 Chenango Street, Binghamton, NY 13901

Joinus for an in depth discussion on why and
how The gospel's mandate to serve all of
humanity is in direct conflict with the
exclusionary and power-focused aspects of
Christian nationalism. All are welcome!

Healing Service

Sr. Brigid O’Mahony and the Missionaries of the Heart

of Jesus will hold a healing service for those suffering

from physical and mental strains. Pat Foley will provide

the music. All are welcome to attend.
St. Francis of Assisi
(1049 Chenango Street, Binghamton NY 13901)
Thursday, December 4th @ 4:00PM




Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution
Volunteer Schedule
December 2nd

1:00—3:00PM

M. Carnes, K. Corcoran,
D. Dobish, and M. Hayes

G. Thompson, G. Pend-
leton, M. & P. Peters

5:00PM—Until Served

DONATION

PAMPHLET
Please feel free to take a Cath-
erine’s Cupboard donation
pamphlet in the back of the
church or at the parish center.
This pamphlet has some great
information about our food
pantry as well as many easy
ways to contribute to the pantry. There are numerous
ways YOU can help those in need right here in our
community. The pantry relies on people like you to do
your part! Take or request one to be sent to you!
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CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD

[

Drop off 5:30-6pm

In the Parish Hall

FRIDAY
DECEMBER

12

Pickup 8-8:30pm

Kids potty

Movies 2
> trained and

games, crafts
and dinner
provided

older

RSVP to
mkirk@syrdio.org

Our Giving Tree
was put up on
November 22nd
and will stay until
Sunday December
7th with over 135
tags. Please pick a
tag and purchase
the requested item,
then return back to
the tree area no
later than  on
December 7th.
Please place gifts in gift bags, but not wrapped and be
sure the tag is securely attached. Gifts will be going to
The Children’s Home, Elizabeth Church Manor
Nursing home, and Birthright of Binghamton.

If tags are gone and you’d like to get a general gift, please
choose from the following: tin of cookies, chocolates,
stuffed animals, gloves, hats or warm socks. This has
been a long tradition for our parish and enjoyed by those
who give and those who receive. Thanks to our volunteers
and Confirmation Candidates who help to organize and
distribute the gifts. THANK YOU for your generosity!

THANKS FOR GIVING

What a amazing month we have just had at the pan-
try. Thanks to all of you, we have made our goal of 225
basket so families were able to enjoy Thanksgiving this
year. Because of your generosity we were able to add oil,
eggs, margarine and bread to all the baskets. A grateful
THANKS to Church of Nazarene who provided us with
25 baskets plus 25001bs from a food drive over the last
few weeks. Chenango Bridge Methodist also made
up baskets with gift cards. Chenango Bridge Price Chop-
per collected over 1428lbs of food for our pantry so far
this month. Lets not forget Fenton Library who also did a
food drive for us (2651bs). And we cannot overlook all
that YOU, our parish family, donated. Needless to say our
shelves are full right now which is a beautiful sight. Also
thanks to the Knights of Columbus for $500, and the
"ukulele ladies" for the 20 big bottles of laundry deter-
gent. Some have asked why we are doing so many bas-
kets: simple answer is because except for St Joseph's in
Sanitaria Springs, we are the ONLY other parish to do
this in "our area" which starts at BEVIER ST and goes to
county line in Harpursville thru Chenango Forks and then
parts of Castle Creek area. Next closes to us, would be St
Patrick’s in Whitney Point or Our Lady of Lourdes in
Windsor. SO THANK YOU AGAIN!

World Marriage Day Celebration
43rd Annual World Marriage Day will be celebrated
on February 15th, 2:00pm, at the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception, Syracuse. Bishop Lucia will
celebrate Mass and invite all couples in attendance to
renew their commitment to Holy Matrimony. He will
specially honor couples who will celebrate their 25th,
50th, and beyond 50 anniversary in 2026. If celebrat-
ing such an anniversary please contact the parish of-
fice to receive a special invitation from Bishop Lucia.

Festive Holiday Wagon Rides

with BSA Troop 199
Friday, December 5th
SPM—S8PM
Departing from St. Francis of Assisi
Church Parking Lot
*Reservations Required*
Contact Michael Savage (607)422-0731
for reservation and payment ($15/rider for 20 minutes)

A portion of the proceeds benefit Catherine’s Cupboard.
In coordination with Gates Carriage Services LLC




St. Francis of Assisi Lectors.,

Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers

December 6th & 7th, 2025

4:00 Mass Altar Server Thalia Brennan
4:00 Mass Altar Server Calliope Brennan
4:00 Mass Altar Server TBD

4:00 Mass Lector Rosemary Rounds
4:00 Mass EM Host Deacon Steve
4:00 Mass EM Host Judy Daniels
4:00 Mass EM Host Maria Kirk

4:00 Mass EM Cup Terry Hanifan
4:00 Mass EM Cup Patrick Doyle
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Hadley Jenks
10:30 Mass  Altar Server William Keough
10:30 Mass  Altar Server Natalie Miller
10:30 Mass  Lector Faith Formation
10:30 Mass EM Host Deacon Steve
10:30 Mass EM Host Jim Clune

10:30 Mass EM Host Ann Clune

10:30 Mass EM Cup Kevin Murphy
10:30 Mass EM Cup David Hanzes

Children’s Liturgy Schedule
November 30th— ONLINE ONLY
December 7th— Ede & Sarah Blabac
December 14th— Dorene Aleccia & Maria Kirk
December 21st— Amy Drake & Ashley Cook

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!*
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar
servers as we barely have enough to cover the
masses alone week to week.
Why altar serve?
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit
still may benefit from the activity that it provides.
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church
community and make connections.
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church
Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the
church) and drop it in a collection basket.

Question of the Week

Question for Children: What can you do to be
ready for God to come into your heart and your
life?

Question for Youth: The Gospel tells us we don’t
know when the Son of Man will return. If he were
to arrive today, would you be ready for him? What
is one thing you can do during Advent to prepare
for his coming?

Question for Adults: As you prepare to re-
welcome Christ into your heart while you prepare
for Christmas, what does Isaiah call you to do?
What does Isaiah call us as a people to do?




