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  St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
  1031 Chenango Street, Binghamton, New York 13901 

Staff 
Rev. Timothy Taugher, Pastor 
Deacon Stephen Blabac 
Delores A. Farwell 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Maria Kirk 
Director of Faith Formation 

Joseph Carpenter 
Parish Business Administrator 

Suzanne Ekstrom 
Parish Media Manager 

Edmund Savo 
Organist 

Fred Hazlett 
Maintenance/Groundskeeper 

Tina Silvestri 
Housekeeper 
Brendan Kliment 
Sarah & Mary Bush 
Sacristans 

 
Office Hours: 

 Monday — Thursday: 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: Closed 
 

Confession: 
2nd & 4th Saturday of every 

month at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Parish Office Phone: 722-4388 
Faith Formation Office Phone:  

722-4177 

 

E-mail: 
stfrancisbing@syrdio.org 

 

Website: 
www.stfrancisbing.org 

 

 

 
Please go online to  

stfrancisbing.org to view 
our latest Children’s Liturgy.  

We will be posting new    
videos by 4:00PM on        

Saturdays. 
 

Also find the videos on our  
Facebook (search 
“@stfrancisbing”) 
Twitter (search 

“@stfrancisbing”) 
YouTube (St. Francis of Assisi 

Binghamton) 
 
 

Follow us on FB & Twitter: 
@stfrancisbing 

for more information 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistic faith community 
committed to living and sharing the Gospel life. 



Catherine’s Cupboard  
 

CATHERINE'S CUPBOARD has been serving 
our community for the past 20+ years, it's open 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month from 5 till 7 
(or until all are served). We serve anyone who 
comes, asking only for ID, if they have any. As 
members of SOUTHERN TIER FOOD BANK, 
we purchase at wholesale (or less), providing 
basic dry or canned goods, fresh fruit and   
vegetables, dairy, and frozen meats. We try to 
provide 5 days of meals and include personal 
care items also. We operate on 100% donations 
or grants. Our location at the parish center means 
we have most overhead costs covered. However, 
we serve over 1200 people, requiring a budget of 
close to $50,000 a year. PLEASE tell anyone you 
know who is feeling food insecure to stop in. If 
you would like to donate food items, they can 
be left at parish center or food barrel in church 
foyer. Monetary donations can be mailed to 
our parish office or via the online giving tab at 
stfrancisbing.org  
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Prayers . . . 
Please remember all of our parishioners who are 
in hospitals and nursing homes and our home-
bound. Also, please pray for our deceased     
parishioners and loved ones. 
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Saturday, December 2, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m. Deceased members of the Totman & 
Truchan Families by Family 
Sunday, December 3, First Sunday of Advent 
10:30 a.m. Ukrainian National Fraternity by St. 
Francis’ Fraternity 
Monday, December 4 
12:00 p.m. Kerri Hamilton by John & Brenda   
Artman 
Tuesday, December 5 
8:00 a.m.  Liturgy for the People  
Wednesday, December 6 
12:00 p.m.  Richard Kapinus by Family 
Thursday, December 7 
8:00 a.m.  Lorenzo Altadonna by Family 
Thursday, December 7, Vigil of The               
Immaculate Conception   (Liturgy in Church) 
5:30 p.m.  Michael Pratt by John & Peg Munson 
Friday, December 8, The Immaculate          
Conception   (Liturgy in Church) 
8:00 a.m. Robert Fitzgerald by St. Francis Special 
Sunshine Committee 
Saturday, December 9, Vigil of Sunday 
4:00 p.m Michael Fontana Sr. by Wife & Family 
Sunday, December 10, Second Sunday of      
Advent 
10:30 a.m. Vita Mannino by Family  

Weekend’s Offering (11-26-23) 
Regular Envelopes………….……...……...…….$4,200.00 
Loose Collection………………………...………...$250.00 
Electronic Collection………………………...….$1,800.00 
Total Collection.....……………..………..……...$6,250.00 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Faith Formation for Grades K-9 meets Sunday from 
9AM--10:15 AM. 

Confirmation 2024 meets today 11:30 AM--2 PM 
 

Looking Ahead: 
Confirmation 2024 Rite of Acceptance December 10th at 

10:30AM Mass. 
Our Annual Christmas Program will be Sunday December 

17th during Faith Formation. Rehearsal will be Saturday,  
December 16th at 10AM. 
First Reconciliation will be celebrated on Sunday,          

December 17th at our Parish Advent Penance Service at 
4PM 

*ATTENTION: Lectors, EMs & Altar Servers*  
It is time again to make the schedule for January, February, 
and March 2024. If there are weekends when you are not 
available to Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or Altar Serve, let 
us know. Call Ed and Cindy White at 607-648-2784 or by 
cell 607-206-3469 BEFORE DECEMBER 18TH!  

Confirmation  
Service Project 

The 2024 confirmation 
class is asking for your 
help with our service 
project. Our service 
project is to collect 
1000 pounds of clean 
recyclable light weight 
plastics. (Not plastic 
jugs, bottles or cups) 
Upon completion of 
this goal the NexTrex 
decking company will 
donate a bench to the 
confirmation class. If 
you would like to do-
nate to the project we 
will have collection 
bins for the plastics at 
the church entrance, as 

well as at the Parish Center. Please refer to the list of ac-
ceptable materials in the bulletin or attached to the bags on 
the usher's tables.  Please do not put the paper collection bags 
in the bins, use them to collect additional plastics.  Thank 
you, for supporting us and our efforts.  
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BOOK CLUB DECEMBER 5TH! 
Our Advent Book Club will continue on Tuesday,     
December 5th at 2 PM and 7 PM in the Parish Hall. 
We will read and discuss "An Unlikely Advent" by Ra-
chel Billups. Book Club will meet on December 12th 
and 19th. 

1st Sunday of Advent: Justice Challenge 

The Sunday Gospel draws us into the Season of Ad-
vent, challenging us to prepare ourselves and our world 
for Christ’s coming. The Advent readings focus on 
many images of the messiah in the Old Testament. The 
prophets particularly describe the messiah as one who 
will bring peace to our troubled world. Jesus, the 
Prince of Peace, is the fulfillment of their prophecies. 
Your challenge this week is to follow in Jesus’ foot-
steps by being a peace-maker yourself. How can you 
create peace within your own heart, within your family, 
in the community, and even in the world? Spend time 
in prayer, letting the peace of Christ penetrate your be-
ing. Then bring together people you know who are 
fighting, inviting them to see the goodness in each oth-
er. And finally, pray for peace in the most troubled 
spots in the world. Where is conflict most volatile and 
hateful? Pray for the people who live there and for their 
leaders to have the courage to be peace-makers rather 
than peace-breakers.  

1st Sunday of Advent: Creation Care Tip  

“And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake!” –
Mark 13:37.  

How easy it is to forget or disregard our impact on the 
environment! This week, “stay awake” and reflect on 
specific ways to decrease your negative effects on the 
environment. Could you bike or walk somewhere in-
stead of driving? Could you bring a re-usable water bot-
tle so you don’t have to buy one? As uncomfortable as it 
may be, stay awake to the choices you make which hurt 
our common home. 

Blood Drive Thanks: Santa Croce Family 
The Santa Croce family would like to thank Father Tim 
and everyone who came out to donate at the November 
11th Blood Drive in memory of Megan Santa Croce. It 
was quite a success with 44 units donated, including 4 
first-timers, which equals approximately 132 lives im-
pacted! It was great to see so many from St. Francis par-
ticipate. Thanks for your support in remembering Megan 
in November! 

Oplatki (Christmas Wafers) 
Oplatki (Christmas Wafers) are available at St. Francis’ 
Parish Center. If you are interested, please call Delores 
at 722-4388 to reserve a package or stop by and pick 
some up during regular business hours. No offering   
taken. 



Catherine’s Cupboard Distribution  
Volunteer Schedule 

 

December 5th: K. & T. Barnhart and M. & P. Peters 

2023 Annual HOPE Appeal 
The HOPE Appeal is our Diocesan 
Appeal campaign to support pro-
grams and services throughout our 
diocese which touches countless 
lives in every city, town, and  rural 
area in our diocese. When the goal 
of the HOPE  Appeal is achieved 
we ensure that these programs will 

receive the funding that is needed. Our parish goal 
for the 2023 HOPE Appeal is $42,826.  
The overall theme this year is, “You Strengthen the    
Fabric of our Faith”. This year’s HOPE Appeal video 
can be viewed online in one of two ways. You can got 
to our parish website stfrancisbing.org or find it on               
syracusediocese.org/hopeappeal/ You can donate to 
the HOPE Appeal by going to our parish website and    
choosing “online giving”.  

Our Giving Tree will 
be up Saturday,   
November 25th   
until Sunday,       
December 10th with 
over 150 tags. Please 
pick a tag and       
purchase the request-
ed item, then return 
back to the tree area 
no later than  Decem-
ber 10th. Please 

place gifts in gift bags, but not wrapped. 
Gifts will be going to The Children’s Home, Elizabeth 
Church Manor Nursing home, Jail Ministry, and 
Birthright of Binghamton.  
This has been a long tradition for our parish and enjoyed 
by those who give and those who receive. Thanks to our 
Confirmation students who took this on as a service pro-
ject. Also, THANK YOU for your generosity! 

Catherine’s Cupboard Pantry Update   
The number of family’s who require our food pantry’s 
assistance each week is getting higher. Now, we have 
over 70 families who are stopping in to help stretch 
their funds. As one person recently said to me "I sleep 
so much better now knowing I have food on my 
shelves." Your ongoing support is making a differ-
ence, so,  THANK YOU. We would like to also say 
THANKS to Apple Hill's, Big Lots, C21 North East/
Intergra (formerly Sbarra), Odgen Methodist & 
Church of Nazarene who continue to drop off great 
extras that the visitors enjoy.  

For Potential Godparents and Sponsors  
for Baptisms or Confirmation 

Anyone looking to be a Godparent or Sponsor to a           
Confirmation Candidate MUST be a registered    
member of St. Francis of Assisi to be able to get a   
letter of certification. This is the only way that the 
Church can verify you are a practicing Catholic. 
Please call Delores at the Parish Center (722-4388) for 
questions. 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Christmas 
Breakfast 

When: Sunday, December 10th from 
8AM—Noon 

 

Where: St. Patrick’s Church Hall  
(9 Leroy St, Binghamton) 

 

Featuring world-famous waffles, french toast,        
sausage, eggs, fruit cup, coffee, tea, milk, and OJ 

50/50 raffle 
 

$12 Adult/Children under 10 only $5 
Bring a new toy to donate and receive $2.00 off! 

Proceeds benefit homeless children through St.       
Patrick’s homeless outreach 



St. Francis of Assisi Lectors,  
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

December 9th & 10th, 2023 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Calliope Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server Thalia Brennan 
4:00 Mass   Altar Server TBD 
4:00 Mass   Lector   Kathleen Tait 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Marge Mangan 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Beatrice Grace 
4:00 Mass   EM Host  Robert Grace 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Peggy Munson 
4:00 Mass   EM Cup  Nancy Oliver 
   
10:30 Mass Altar Server Abraham Watkins 
10:30 Mass Altar Server Alexander Watkins 
10:30 Mass Altar Server TBD 
10:30 Mass Lector     Confirmation Candidates 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Virginia Thompson 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Donna Igler 
10:30 Mass EM Host  Scott Igler 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  Catherine Shafer 
10:30 Mass EM Cup  David Hanzes 
————————————————————— 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Schedule 

 
 

December 03: Sarah and Ede Blabac 
 

December 10: Patti Klepfer & Toni Robinson 
 

Question of the Week 
Question for Children: What special things do 
you do to get ready for a visitor at your house? 
What things can you do like that to get ready for 
Jesus? 
Question for Youth: What is one thing that you 
can do this week to help you remember that Je-
sus is coming? 
Question for Adults: When you’re getting 
ready to receive a guest, what are some things 
you do? How do you apply this to receiving 
Christ? 

*ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED!* 
Do you have a child or grandchild who has already 
received their First Eucharist? If so, they can be altar 
servers! We are in desperate need of more altar 
servers as we barely have enough to cover the mass-
es alone week to week.  
Why altar serve? 
1.) It is a good way to get actively involved in the       
mechanics of mass. Some kids who find it hard to sit 
still may benefit from the activity that it provides. 
2.) It allows for kids to be a closer part of the church      
community and make connections. 
3.) Direct religious education learning opportunity 
4.) Gives kids a sense of purpose and pride Church 

Call the parish center (607)722-4388 or fill out a         
liturgical signup form (on table in the back of the 
church) and drop it in a collection basket. 



END OF BULLETIN 
CHURCH NAME:  St. Francis of Assisi 
CITY, STATE:    Binghamton, NY 
FILE NAME:   06-168 
PHONE:      607-722-4388  
Contact:      Delores A. Farwell or Sue Ekstrom 
 
 
 
Comments: 
Bulletin copy for December 03, 2023 
 
 
Deliver 300 copies to St. Francis of Assisi.  
  
 
 








